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Help for trainee medics on hospital ward 



DUMMY RUN^MDK RUGBY 


Hopes of success are going for a Burton 



Voluntary 
group seek 
new ideas 
for venue 

COMMUNITY groups are 
being urged to have their 
say on the future of Brier- 
ley Hill Civic Hall. 

Dudley Council for Vol¬ 
untary Service (DCVS) has 
taken over the day to day 
running of the venue from 
Dudley Council. It hopes to 
use its community links to 
bring in more shows and 
business to the complex. 

Chief executive of DCVS, 
Andy Gray said he was keen 
to hear from as many peo¬ 
ple as possible to help them 
‘rejuvenate’ the venue and 
create a ‘sustainable com¬ 
munity hub’. 

He said: “Whether you’re 
an interested promoter or 
a creative person with big 
ideas, if you belong to an or¬ 
ganisation that could bring 
events or activities to Brier- 
ley Hill, or if you’re a local 
resident who wants to see 
the Civic thrive, please get 
in touch.” 

The council says trans¬ 
ferring day-to-day manage¬ 
ment of the venue to Dudley 
CVS will help the local au¬ 
thority save money. 

It is also looking into 
whether community groups 
could also take over the 
management of Dudley 
Town Hall, Stourbridge 
Town Hall and the Cornbow 
in Halesowen along with li¬ 
braries in the borough. See 
www.dudleycvs.org.uk web¬ 
site. _ 

Police facing 
extra demand 

OVERSTRETCHED po¬ 
lice in the West Midlands 
are taking longer to handle 
non-emergencies because 
they are being called to cov¬ 
er major events elsewhere 
in the UK. 

One recent example was 
the 2014 Nato summit 
which saw 453 West Mid¬ 
lands officers sent to Wales 
between August 26 and 
September 9. Most worked 
seven to 14 days in a row. 

The force stressed it has 
had no impact on emergency 
responses but led to a ‘delay’ 
in non-emergency services. 


BID TO CONVERT 
PUB IS REFUSED 



Councillor Stuart Turner, centre, with Emma Crook and Alex Stephenson at the Black Country Food Bank in Brierley Hill 


A £25,000 grant of extra cash is being 
pumped into the Black Country Food 
Bank following a rise in the number of 
people seeking help from the charity. 

Dudley Council has agreed to pro¬ 
vide the cash boost from its Welfare 
Assistance Fund, which is designed to 
help residents in the borough in times 
of crisis. 

The Brierley Hill-based food bank 
is one of the main partners of the 
Local Welfare Assistance service and 
provides food for those most in need. 
Council bosses said last year the char¬ 
ity had experienced a 30 per cent in¬ 
crease in people asking for help. 


Cabinet member for finance and 
deputy leader of Dudley Council, 
Councillor Stuart Turner said: “By 
providing funding to the Black Coun¬ 
try Food Bank we are able to reach 
people in most need. 

Lifeline 

“The food bank provides a real life¬ 
line for some people and, with our 
help, I am sure we can reach more peo¬ 
ple who need a helping hand in these 
very tough times.” 

Over the first six months of last 
year, the food bank provided food and 
toiletries to almost 3,000 adults and 


1,027 children across the borough. 
Food drop-off points have already been 
set up in a number of council build¬ 
ings where staff can make donations. 
These are collected regularly by the 
food bank. 

Food bank spokesperson Emma 
Crook said: “It is frightening to think 
of how necessary the provision of 
emergency food has become. 

“We really value the council’s part¬ 
nership as we provide a few days’ es¬ 
sentials to local people in crisis. People 
are faced with what can sometimes be 
devastating challenges and uncertain 
futures.” 


By Richard Guttridge 


A PLAN to turn a landmark pub in 
Stourbridge into a shop has been re¬ 
fused by councillors due to fears over 
road safety. 

The Gigmill on South Road had looked like¬ 
ly to become the latest pub in the area to be 
transformed into a shop until highways bosses 
stepped in to block the proposal this week. 


Councillors had been ad¬ 
vised to approve the propos¬ 
als tabled by Marston’s for 
the Gigmill ahead of a meet¬ 
ing to decide its fate. 

But they said the con¬ 
cerns raised by the High¬ 
ways Agency left them with 
no option. 

The agency insists access 
to the site in South Road is 
not suitable for the increase 
in vehicles that would enter 
and exit if the site was 
transformed into a conven¬ 
ience store. 

Planning committee 
chairman Qadar Zada said 
he was reluctant to oppose 
the plan but he believed 
councillors could not go 
against guidance of the ex¬ 
perts. 

Busy 

“It is a busy road and it 
would be naive not to try and 
resolve this and potentially 
put users at risk because we 
have not fully explored high¬ 
ways’ concerns. The counter 
argument from the appli¬ 
cant is that existing access 
is already there,but there 
is the potential for a larger 
number of vehicles to access 
the site on a regular basis.” 

Councillor David Vick¬ 
ers agreed members should 
not disregard the advice of 
highways chiefs. He said: 
“I do know this area, it’s a 
very busy road and it is not 
very wide. If our highways 



The Gigmill pub, Stourbridge 


officers say we ought to re¬ 
fuse it — I’m not one to fol¬ 
low the officers all the time 
— but I agree we ought to 
refuse it.” 

Councillor Zada added 
that he was disappointed 
an agreement over a possi¬ 
ble solution had not been 
reached. 

“We have tried to resolve 
this issue but highways still 
have substantial concerns,” 
he said. “I believe there has 
been a lack of willingness 
to resolve some of the con¬ 
cerns.” 

Despite the frustration 
over the Gigmill, councillors 
welcomed the proposals for 
the Struggling Man pub in 
Dudley, which will become a 
Papa John’s takeaway. 

The vacant building, 
which stands at the junction 
of Dibdale Road and Salop 
Street, got the green light to 
become a pizza shop 


Thugs are 
warned to 
stay away 
from rally 

ENGLISH Defence League 
supporters have been 
warned to stay away from 
Dudley if they plan to cause 
trouble - as it emerged up to 
2,000 are expected at a pro¬ 
test on Saturday. 

Extra police officers are 
being drafted into protect 
potential flash points includ¬ 
ing mosques and temples 
during the EDL rally. 

The protest is over the 
long-running saga of a new 
mosque being built in the 
town. 

EDL supporters will 
gather outside Dudley Coun¬ 
cil House, in Priory Street, 
from the morning ahead of 
a main rally between 1pm 
and 3pm. 

But police say they will be 
ready to clamp down on any 
disorder to quell a repeat of 
the violent scenes during an 
EDL protest in the town in 
2010 when houses and cars 
were damaged, and missiles 
were hurled at officers. 

Dudley police commander 
Chief Superintendent Chris 
Johnson said ‘lessons were 
learned’ from previous pro¬ 
tests. 

“Dudley is a safe place 
and if people are coming 
to protest peacefully then 
that’s one thing, if people 
are coming and contemplat¬ 
ing disorder then I would 
ask to them to keep away,” 
he said. 

A counter-demonstration 
is also planned. 

Parking limit 
near station 

PLANS to introduce a 
three-hour parking limit at 
public gardens in Cradley 
Heath to stop commuters 
leaving their cars there all 
day have been approved. 

The car park off Sydney 
Road is for users of Mary 
Macarthur Gardens. There 
had been complaints that it 
was being used by commut¬ 
ers who didn’t want to pay 
to park at the nearby rail 
station. Sandwell Council 
has approved a three-hour 
limit with no return within 
two hours. 


websitewww.wombourne-windows.co.uk 


call us now on 0845 6030334 (Local Rate) 
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see our full page advert on page 10 
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Cabbies furious over wait for tests 


TAXI drivers say they are being 
forced off the road by waiting times 
at Dudley Council’s main servicing 
and repairs centre, say cabbies. 

The drivers want the council to 
have multiple sites for the tests to 
cut down on queues. Currently the 
authority only has one. 

MOTs can be carried out at any 
garage but specific checks to ensure 
taxi safety must be held at the coun¬ 


cil’s own garage in Brierley Hill. 
The council recently moved from a 
single bay testing facility in Nether- 
ton to one capable of seeing two cars 
at once in Narrowboat Way. 

But taxi drivers say there are two 
bays to service the 301 hackney car¬ 
riages and 401 private hire taxis in 
the borough. 

Members of Dudley Private Hire 
and Taxi Association say members 


face lost earnings as it could take up 
to three days to get a test slot. 

Group chairman Shaz Saleem 
said the waiting times were unac¬ 
ceptable when drivers are facing 
pressures on their incomes 

“The wait can be up to three days 
for retests so drivers are off three 
days with no work,” he said. “Other 
councils have more than one testing 
station.” 


Councillor Rachel Harris said: 
“Taxis used the council’s Lister 
Road depot in Netherton which had 
one ramp, while the new facility has 
two. 

“This is a clear improvement in 
the service and should reduce any 
waiting time but if tests are failed 
there is inevitably a short wait 
while appropriate work is carried 
out to ensure the car is safe.” 


Ring-and-Ride will 
axe 54 jobs in cuts 


RING-AND-RIDE services across the West 
Midlands are shedding 54 jobs as budget 
cuts of £700,000 start to take effect, it has 
been revealed. 

West Midlands Special Needs Transport runs the 
Ring-and-Ride service for elderly and disabled peo¬ 
ple who cannot use public transport. The jobs will go 


at the end of March. 

Funding for 
350 low price 
new homes 

HUNDREDS of new homes 
will be built in Dudley bor¬ 
ough after Government 
ministers confirmed more 
than £6 million of funding 
for the scheme. 

The money will go to¬ 
wards a total investment of 
£40m to create around 350 
‘affordable’ homes over the 
next five years. 

Dudley Council success¬ 
fully secured £6.2m through 
the Government’s Local 
Growth Fund. 

Among the areas which 
could have future housing 
estates includes former ga¬ 
rage sites and the former 
archives building on Mount 
Pleasant Street in Coseley. 

Identify 

The council will look to 
identify and develop addi¬ 
tional sites subject to secur¬ 
ing planning permission. 

Councillor Gaye Par¬ 
tridge, responsible for hous¬ 
ing across the borough, said: 
“We have a successful recent 
track record of new build 
schemes and we are pleased 
to have received confirma¬ 
tion of this funding. Many 
of the schemes we are look¬ 
ing to develop are relatively 
small but when put together 
we are confident they will 
make a big difference to 
local people.” 


Union bosses are in dis¬ 
cussions with staff to help 
them try and find new jobs. 
In December it was revealed 
92 driver and scheduler jobs 
were at risk as the company 
tried to cope with a £700,000 
cut in its budget. 

The charity operates 
the Ring-and-Ride service 
across Dudley, Wolver¬ 
hampton, Sandwell, Walsall, 
Birmingham, Coventry and 
Solihull. 

Around 22,000 people use 
the service, which offers 
door-to-door transport for 
people unable to use buses, 
trams and trains. 

Unite union regional of¬ 
ficer Caren Evans said it 
had been confirmed that 54 
people had been made re¬ 
dundant, with 38 workers 
taking part-time roles or 
transferring to other roles 
within the company. 

Help 

She said the union’s 
learning team will begin 
working with affected staff 
next week, providing train¬ 
ing and help with things like 
CVs, interviews, IT skills 
and transferable skills to 
help them find new jobs. 

Mrs Evans said: “Clearly 
no-one is happy. It is still a 
bad time for people. 

“The union is working 
with the company to do 
everything we can for the 54 
people made redundant and 
help them move on and find 
new jobs.” 

Chief executive of West 
Midlands Special Needs 
Transport, David Berming- 
ham said those made redun¬ 
dant would be assisted. 



Family tragedy inspires event 


Fundraiser Gemma Warr pictured with her grandfather Henry Askins of Quarry Bank 


GEMMA Warr knows more than most 
about the devastating effects of dementia 
and Alzheimer’s. The illnesses have tore a 
destructive path through her family. 

Her auntie Marion Hill died last month 
after a 13-year-battle with Alzheimer’s, 
while her grandfather — Marion’s father 
— is currently suffering from dementia. 

The mother-of-two said: “He doesn’t 
even know his daughter has died. It is 
heart-wrenching. ” 

Her husband’s grandmother also had 


dementia. Now Gemma, aged 31, of Robin 
Hood Road, Quarry Bank, is determined 
to raise awareness. She is to host a fund¬ 
raising night at The Laurels Club in Colley 
Gate on April 10. Black Country X Factor 
star Wagner is set to make an appearance. 

Gemma’s grandfather Henry Askins, 89, 
also of Quarry Bank, has been battling de¬ 
mentia for 18 months. Gemma divides her 
time between work as a job centre advisor 
in Halesowen and caring for Henry. Con¬ 
tact Gemma via coopergemma@sky.com 


Arrests 
after gun 
thrown in 
car chase 

FOUR men have been ar¬ 
rested after a police chase in 
Dudley during which a gun 
was thrown from a car. 

Police on patrol attempted 
to stop a Ford Focus which 
was acting suspiciously on 
the Birmingham Road just 
before 3am last Friday. 

Officers say the car failed 
to stop and was followed by 
police heading towards the 
town. 

During the pursuit a 
black bag was thrown from 
the car near to Castle Gate 
Island. 

Officers returned to 
the area once the car was 
stopped in Lupin Road, 
Kates Hill, and discovered 
the bag on the roadside con¬ 
tained a gun. 

Suspicion 

Four men in the car, aged 
19, 21, 22 and 29, were ar¬ 
rested on suspicion of a 
firearms offence. The were 
taken into custody for ques¬ 
tioning. 

Inspector Sarah Gallo¬ 
way, from Dudley Police, 
said: “This was a significant 
find by patrol officers, where 
a viable, active firearm has 
been taken off the streets 
of Dudley. Four young men 
will be questioned in con¬ 
nection with the seizure and 
why they were in possession 
of the weapon.” 

Residents and 
tenants meet 

A SERIES of tenants and 
residents association meet¬ 
ings are being held in Dud¬ 
ley. The events give resi¬ 
dents a say in how their 
estates are run. 

In Dudley the Bowling 
Green association meets on 
Tuesday at Saltwells EDC at 
7.30pm. The Vicarage Pros¬ 
pect association meeting is 
on Wednesday at 63 Claver- 
ley Court at 7.30pm. Bea¬ 
con Hill meets on February 
19 at The Ex-servicemen’s 
Club at 7.30pm 

A forum for high rise res¬ 
idents is on February 25 at 
the Savoy Centre, Nether¬ 
ton, at 7pm. 


Forest rocker 

ROCK legend Robert Plant 
has announced a concert on 
Cannock Chase this sum¬ 
mer. The former Led Zeppe¬ 
lin frontman will take to the 
stage with his new band The 
Sensational Space Shifters 
on July 11. Five thousand 
tickets go on sale tomorrow 
(Friday) at 9am. 


WOODSTOCK 

TIMBER 


SUPPLIES LTD 



Founded 1982 

Chief Instructor 

Shihan Paul 
Campbell 
7th Dan 



BA (Hons) Leisure & Recreation Management 

Paul Campbell is principle instructor to PC Karate Academy and 
has been involved in Karate for 41 years. 

He believes that Karate should be available to everyone, 
regardless of the area they live in, their social background or their 
academic ability. Paul has a tradition within the club for strong 
discipline and etiquette. 




07774 641570/ 
01384 262811 
www.pckarate.co.uk 


Face Book: PaulCampbells Karate Academy 


Paul holds enhanced DBS certificates from 
Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council 
(2014) and ensures that all of his 
instructors'credentials are updated and 
maintained. 


Classes Monday to Saturday 
for all ages from 4 - 64. 
Contact Paul 


Severn valley staves 



www.severnvalleystoves.com 


Wollaston Road, Stourbridge DY8 4HE 
Stourbridge 


01384 390 183 


Broken Dentures? 


1 hour 
denture 
repair 
service 



New Dentures 

available & made at... 


The Dental Shop 

Pet 1QR1 1 


01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, W. Mids. B64 6HE 

www.the-dental-shop.co.uk 


FOOTWORKS 

Chiropody Clinic 


• Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 

• Nail Cutting and Trimming 

• Diabetic Footcare 

• Corns and Calluses 

01384 413444 



r 201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 

www.footworkschiropodists.co.uk 







































































Comedy 

nights 

line-up 

revealed 

A POPULAR monthly com¬ 
edy show will continue in 
2015 and the line-up for 
the first half of the year has 
been announced. 

Kum-an-avaloff is held on 
the first Thursday of every 
month at Stourbridge Town 
Hall and features both acts 
well-known on the comedy 
circuit and up-and-coming 
talent. The show runs be¬ 
tween 8pm and 10.30pm 
and is not suitable for un¬ 
der-18s. Tickets are £8 and 
include a free curry with a 
vegetarian option available. 

To book tickets online, log 
on to www.dudley.gov.uk 

The next show will be 
held tonight (Thursday) and 
features New Zealand comic 
Sully O’Sullivan alongside 
Alexander Keeley and Masai 
Graham. 

Acts Gerry K, who has 
performed at the Edinburgh 
Fringe, and James Bran will 
take to the stage for the 
March 5 show and the April 
2 event will feature Phil 
Chapman, Thomas Rack- 
ham and Kiri Pritchard- 
Mclean. 

Other shows will be held 
on May 7, June 4 , July 2, 
September 3 and October 1. 

Culture boss on Dudley 
Council, Councillor Hilary 
Bills said: “This is a fantas¬ 
tic line-up, with experienced 
acts as well as performers 
cutting their comedy teeth.” 

Facelift for a 
charity store 

A CHARITY shop in Dudley 
has reopened following a re¬ 
furbishment. 

Mayor of Dudley, Coun¬ 
cillor Margaret Aston, cut 
the ribbon to the Cancer 
Research store in the town 
centre last week after its 
first revamp in 25 years. 

Store manager Reah Rob¬ 
inson said: “The store was 
in great need of refurbish¬ 
ment. 

“We’ve been open for 25 
years and it hasn’t changed 
since then. The refurbish¬ 
ment has given the store a 
new lease of life.” 

The store has raised £1.8 
million since it opened. 

Drama dates 

DAPHNE Du Maurier’s 
mystery My Cousin Rachel 
is being performed by Dud¬ 
ley Little Theatre at Neth- 
erton Arts Centre, North- 
field Road, from March 11 
to 14. 

For further details see 
www. dudley littletheatr e. org 
or call (01384) 872583. 


First glimpse of multi-million pound project 


THIS new image shows rail services 
brought back to the heart of Dudley. 

Plans for a light rail innovative hub creat¬ 
ing 50 jobs have been given a boost thanks 
to a pledge of £4.5 million of funding. 

The modern centre, to develop and test 
the next generation of light rail systems, 
will also link Dudley to the national rail 
network for the first time in more than 50 
years. 

An artist’s impression shows where the 
centre will be based in the shadow of the 
11th century Dudley Castle. 

The rail innovation centre proposed at Dudley The investment has come through The 



Black Country Local Enterprise Partner¬ 
ship’s Growth Deal. 

The rest of the £20m needed will be gen¬ 
erated through European funding, private 
sector investment and Dudley Council. 

Wave 

Dudley councillor Khurshid Ahmed, who 
is in charge of transport, said: “We are de¬ 
lighted to receive this first wave of funding 
for the project which is one step towards us 
revolutionising rail travel in Dudley as well 
as creating 50 jobs. 

“This money will help create the centre 


which will be a landmark for innovation 
in light rail travel and help kick start our 
vision for the first links in Dudley to the 
passenger rail network in half a century.” 

Dudley North MP Ian Austin added: 
“Connecting the town to the wider trans¬ 
port network will help bring new businesses 
and new jobs to our town.” 

The scheme is part of a partnership Dud¬ 
ley Council formed has formed with War¬ 
wick Manufacturing Group, which is keen 
to use Dudley’s disused rail lines to test new 
light rail technology. 


Concern that market is to 
open before paving finished 


THE long-awaited new £6.7 million Dudley 
Market will open next month but traders are 
concerned that they will not be able to ac¬ 
cess their stalls. 

Work to lay pavements will continue for weeks af¬ 
ter the opening and stall holders are worried they 
will be forced to park further away. 

Traders that are currently at a temporary site had orig- 


Traders say 
road move 
has failed 

TRADERS say a £650,000 
project to boost business 
in Dudley town centre by 
opening up a major route to 
two-way traffic has failed. 

Many shopkeepers in 
King Street say the up¬ 
heaval caused by roadworks 
resulted in one of their 
worst Christmas periods. 
They claim the changes 
have so far failed to deliver 
an increase in trade. 

Dudley Council launched 
the project to open the 
street to all vehicles at the 
end of last year. Previously 
it was only open to buses 
and taxis. 

Roy Jevons, of Roy Je- 
vons Music, described traf¬ 
fic and parking as being 
chaotic since the roadworks 
finished. He said: “We had 
our worst Christmas for 42 
years because of all the up¬ 
heaval.” 

Paul Millward, manager 
of UNO Furniture, said: 
“We have had no rush of 
customers.They have spent 
all that money for nothing.” 

Dudley Council transport 
boss Councillor Kurshid 
Ahmed said the changes 
need to be given more time. 


inally hoped to return to 
their pitches last year. 

Council bosses have now 
told them the market will 
be ready by March 1. 

But Dudley Market Trad¬ 
ers Association chairman 
Len Lenihan said many 
would prefer to wait until it 
is fully complete. 

Work started in June last 
year on the new 74-pitch 
market, which will also see 
the Duncan Edwards statue 
moved to the New Street 
end of the high street. 

Mr Lenihan, who has had 
a stall for 26 years, said: 
“We originally thought it 
would be all finished by the 
end of October last year but 
it has dragged on. 

Traffic 

“The traders are not 
happy with the fact that the 
traffic management system 
would mean that they would 
not be able to park outside 
their stalls, so would have 
to carry stock all the way 
across the market.” 

The stalls are currently 
based on the other side of 
the town centre fountain, 
and they spill into Stone 
Street on busier days. 

Councillor Judy Foster, 
cabinet member for regen¬ 
eration, said: “Paving to 
the market stalls will be 
finished and we will ensure 
that the public has access 
to the market. However, we 
will then be laying the pav¬ 
ing in the wider area around 
the stalls.” 



[Homes on show at Hagley development 


Wychbury Fields sales team Steve Rush, Rachel Slater and Robert Monkman outside the show homes at Hagley 


LUXURY show homes have been un¬ 
veiled at a controversial housing de¬ 
velopment in Hagley. 

Three detached properties can now 
be viewed at the 175-home scheme 
near the A456 Kidderminster Road 
roundabout at the heart of the village. 

The project, named Wychbury 
Fields by developer Cala Homes, has 
been criticised by some villagers who 
are concerned it will worsen traffic 
problems and put pressure on village 
facilities. 


Work at the site began in July last 
year and Cala Homes said the first 
phase of homes had ‘flown out the 
door’ since its launch. 

Robert Monkman, sales and mar¬ 
keting director for Cala Homes 
Midlands, described it as a flagship de¬ 
velopment for the firm. He said: “We 
have designed a high quality scheme, 
which is traditional in design and sen¬ 
sitive to its village location.” 

Cala Homes said the scheme has 
been designed around a ‘village green’ 


concept and was intended to be in 
keeping with existing traditional ar¬ 
chitecture in Hagley. 

Prices for homes at the site start 
from £399,950. 

The developer will contribute 
£800,000 towards education facilities 
in the area and around £85,000 to¬ 
wards improvements at Hagley Sur¬ 
gery to help both cope with increasing 
numbers or residents, while £1 million 
was spent on work on the Kiddermin¬ 
ster Road roundabout. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Lots to see and 
do during holiday 

ACTIVITIES will be held 
at museums across Dudley 
during half term holiday. 

These include trails, 
craft sessions and music at 
Stourbridge’s Red House 
Glass Cone, Broadfield 
House Glass Museum in 
Kingswinford and Dudley 
Museum in the town cen¬ 
tre. Culture boss Council¬ 
lor Hilary Bills said: “This 
is a really busy programme 
for half-term, with lots of 
free activities included. 
Parents are sure to find 
something to suit their 
youngsters.” 

Visit www.dudley.gov. 
uk/see-and-do/museums 

Popular author 
to talk at library 

A BEST-SELLING author 
from Stourbridge will be at 
a library in South Staffs to 
talk about her latest book. 

Miranda Dickinson has 
written six novels, includ¬ 
ing latest I’ll Take New 
York. Her first novel, 
Fairytale of New York, was 
published in 2008. She has 
sold three-quarters of a 
million books worldwide. 

She will be at Perton Li¬ 
brary on Wednesday from 
7.30pm. Tickets are £3.50 
and proceeds go to the 
Make a Wish Foundation. 
Call 01902 755794. 

Roadworks to end 
on a busy route 

ROADWORKS are expect¬ 
ed to end on a major route 
in the Black Country today 
(Thursday) after causing 
traffic hold-ups. 

South Staffs Water has 
been digging up part of 
Tipton Road, in Dudley 
Port, to carry out remedial 
works. 

Temporary traffic lights 
have been placed in the 
road, causing delays to¬ 
wards the busy A461, but 
should end by today. 

Russells Hall hits 
A&E target again 

DUDLEY’S hospital trust 
has achieved its accident 
and emergency waiting 
time target for a second 
successive week. 

Figures reveal 99 per 
cent of patients were seen 
and treated within four 
hours at Russells Hall Hos¬ 
pital’s accident and emer¬ 
gency department for the 
week ending January 25 
when 1,777 attended A&E. 

Historian’s talk 

HISTORIAN Ned Williams 
will be giving a free talk 
about his book, The Gor- 
nals, in Gornal Library, 
Abbey Road, tomorrow 
(Friday) at 10.30am, cov¬ 
ering Upper Gornal, Lower 
Gornal and Gornal Wood. 
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ELV 

RECYCLING LTD 



• Vehicle Recovery. 

Depollution and Disposal 

• Top Prices Paid • DVLA 
Certificate of Destruction 

• Authorised Treatment Facility 


• NEW PARTS DEPARTMENT NOW OPEN! 
• Parts Line Call Direct 07875 470537 


All makes and models including tyres and batteries, 
cheap prices, delivery available, 

1 month’s warranty on all parts 

Opening times: Monday-Friday 8.30am-4.30pm 
and Saturday 8.30 am-1.00 pm 
Fast and Friendly Service 
ELV Recycling (Mids) Ltd Brierley Hill 

01384 77308 


§ECURE u 

Services Courses 


01384 378300 
infofrOsecure-pro co.uk 

f W in 





FURNITURE/ 
RUGS/VINYLS 
& LAMINATES 


WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 


WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T. 

Help move heavy furniture, up lift plus take 

Shave doors. Bed assemble and disposal. 

Plus free fitting on selected ranges. 



DISABLED? DAP? CAN’T GET OUT? 

or anyone who just needs extra help! 

Can’t come to us, we’ll come to YOU 

We will bring lOOs of carpet samples 
and bed brochures to your door 



IL, Warehouse Unit, D Dormston Trading Est., 
Burton Road, Gornal DY13TD 

OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30-5.00 

FREEPHONE 

0800 0853747 


COVERS 
ALL AREAS 


Adrian Bromley 

01902 880341 


Terms & conditions apply 
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THE BEST OF t 

PETER RHODE^ 

OH, spare me yet another bout of synthetic outrage. I 
doubt if a single black American was offended by Bene¬ 
dict Cumberbatch’s clumsy reference on US television to 
“coloured” actors. While the usual self-appointed pundits 
see the words as evidence of some sinister thought-crime, 
most Yanks will accept it as an old-fashioned English guy 
using an old-fashioned expression. In Britain, people of a 
certain age or class tend to use “coloured” not because 
they are racists but because they still think it is the po¬ 
lite and acceptable term; many of them regard “black” 
as blunt and rude. In today’s politically-correct Britain we 
are supposed to throw up our hands in horror at the term 
“coloured people” while approving “people of colour,” as 
used by Lenny Henry. It is all deeply silly and, believe me, 
our grandchildren will laugh at us. In the United States, 
the oldest-established civil-rights movement was found¬ 
ed in 1909 and, despite occasional discussions, has never 
changed its name. It is proud to be known as the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People. And 
in 2008 the NAACP declared that the word “colored” was 
“outdated and antiquated but not offensive.” That ought to 
settle things but you can’t help feeling some people enjoy 
moving the goalposts in order to be permanently offended. 

IT is a terrible tragedy that a Greek air force FI 6 fight¬ 
er jet crashed in Spain, killing 11 people. But it is also a 
reminder that poor, bankrupt Greece, a country at peace 
since 1949, possesses no fewer than 156 FI 6s costing 50 
million dollars each. That’s the way the money goes. 

ED Balls says Labour is not considering a deal with the 
SNP to form a coalition government. Or to be exact, what 
was: “I don’t think anybody 
is suggesting any suggestion 
of a deal with the SNP at all, 
we’re fighting hard for a ma¬ 
jority.” Lots of wriggle-room 
there, then. Meanwhile, what 
is it with Ed Balls and his 
eyes? At every hint that the 
UK economy may be in trou¬ 
ble, his eyes glitter with pure 
glee. Unseemly, or what? 

ANOTHER word bites the 
dust. According to the head 
of BBC Arabic, Tarik Kafala, 
the word “terrorist” is too “value-laden” and “loaded” He 
suggests reporters should say: “Two men killed 12 people” 
and leave it at that. One man’s opinion appears to have 
become BBC policy which may explain why this week’s 
terror attack by terrorists in Libya who inflicted terror on 
their terrified victims before killing them in a particularly 
terrifying manner, was not - according to the BBC - carried 
out by terrorists at all. They were “militants.” The sooner 
we scrap the TV licence fee, the better. 

A READER continues the thread on the grammatical 
difference between “fewer” and “less” and on pedantry 
in general. He writes: “Pedants are like little Hitlers. There 
ought to be fuhrer of them.” 

IF you’re getting blase about Ebola, here’s something 
new to worry about. The death, in the space of a few hours 
of Thomas Cromwell’s wife and two daughters, as seen 
in Wolf Hall (BBC1) actually happened. It was probably 
caused by something called the sweating sickness which 
appeared from nowhere, ravaged England during the 16th 
century and then vanished into history. It could kill healthy 
people in a single day and, because nobody knows quite 
what it was, no-one can guarantee it won’t return. 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 



III molester has sentence cut by a year 


A MAN who molested a severely 
disabled woman in a care home has 
had his jail term cut on appeal. 

Roger Gordon Page was jailed for 
four years at Stafford Crown Court 
in July after being found guilty of 
two counts of sexual activity with a 
person with a mental disorder. 

His sentence has been reduced to 
three years by judges sitting at Lon¬ 
don’s Criminal Appeal Court, who 


said the original term was too long. 
The court heard the 58-year-old, of 
Church Street, Lower Gornal, was 
a resident at a care home when he 
committed the offences. He went 
into the victim’s room and sexually 
assaulted her in 2012. 

Staff became suspicious so he was 
watched and was seen going into 
her room again and was caught in 
the act of molesting her. The victim 


was so severely disabled she could 
not move or speak and therefore un¬ 
able to fend him off or call for help. 

Page denied any wrongdoing but 
was convicted by the jury. His law¬ 
yers argued his jail term was over 
the top in light of his serious health 
problems. 

Allowing the appeal, Mrs Justice 
McGowan said there was nothing 
excessive about the punishment. 


However, she reduced his jail term 
because prison would be harder for 
a man in his condition. Sitting with 
Sir Brian Leveson and Mr Justice 
Wyn Williams, she concluded: “We 
will reduce the sentence because we 
take the view that this sentence will 
weigh more heavily on this appel¬ 
lant, notwithstanding our view that 
the sentence imposed by the judge 
was appropriate.” 


Borough GCSE results 
best in Black Country 


DUDLEY’S education chief has expressed his 
delight as the borough’s schools recorded 
the best GCSE results in the Black Country. 

Last year a total of 53.3 per cent of pupils in the 
borough achieved five or more A* to C-grades, in¬ 
cluding English and maths. 

The authority was ranked 114th nationally, a decrease 
of 22 places on 2013, although school leaders say the fall is 


down to changes in the way 
exams are recorded rather 
than a drop in standards. 

Education boss Coun¬ 
cillor Tim Crumpton said: 
“Despite a turbulent year 
with many changes in as¬ 
sessment and examinations 
at GCSE level, I’m delighted 
that Dudley schools and pu¬ 
pils continue to do well. 

“There have been huge 
changes in the way GCSEs 
are examined this year and 
this has had an effect on the 
results of many schools up 
and down the country. 

Celebrate 

“However, it should be 
recognised that we have the 
best performing schools in 
the Black Country and we 
should celebrate the hard 
work of our students and 
teaching staff.” 

Oldswinford Hospital 
School recorded a 76 per 
cent pass rate for bench¬ 
mark grades, while Redhill 
School achieved 70 per cent 
and Ellowes Hall Sports 
College and Windsor High 
School both at 69 per cent. 

Ellowes Hall executive 
headteacher Andy Griffiths 


By Pete Madeley 


said: “We expect to achieve 
even better results this year 
as part of the Invictus Acad¬ 
emy Trust. Exciting times 
are ahead.” 

At the other end of the 
scale two schools plum¬ 
meted below the Govern¬ 
ment’s minimum standard 
of 40 per cent. 

Holly Hall Academy was 
ranked the worst school in 
the borough with only 33 per 
cent of 146 pupils achieving 
the required grades, while 
at The Coseley School the 
figure was 36 per cent. 

Wolverhampton Girls’ 
High was celebrating as it 
now ranks as the 25th best 
school in the country with 
Wolverhampton Grammar 
School in 75th place. 

Meanwhile, GCSE perfor¬ 
mance tables revealed 58.5 
per cent of Worcestershire 
students achieved five or 
more A*-C grades, including 
English and maths. 

The result means the 
county finished above the 
national average of 56.6 per 
cent. 


Help to stay independent 

SESSIONS for residents who need help maintaining their 
independence will be held on the first Monday of each 
month at the Queens Cross Network, in Wellington Road, 
Dudley, between 1.30pm and 3.30pm. 

Residents can get advice and guidance on issues ranging 
from budgeting and finances, welfare benefits, completing a 
range of application forms and available resources. 

To confirm a session is taking place residents should call 
Dudley Council on (01384) 812504. Details of other ses¬ 
sions held throughout the borough are available at www. 
dudley.gov.uk or by calling the above number. 



Steven Henley, James Stevens and Rachel Slater from Dudley band The Empty Can 


THEY’VE already made a stir with their 
ode to the Black Country and now The 
Empty Can are back with a new song. 

The trio from Dudley describe the song 
Last Train Out of Wolverhampton as a cel¬ 
ebration of the highs and lows of being a 
touring band. After penning Black Country 
anthem I Vow to Thee Black Country last 
year, the band played around 200 gigs. 


Singer-guitarist James Stevenson said: 
“Very often we have been on the last train 
out of Wolverhampton following a gig.” 

The band, also made up of violinist Ra¬ 
chel Slater and guitarist Steve Henley, will 
release second album, Sonic Boom, in May. 

They start a residency at O’Neills pub, in 
Broad Street, Birmingham, this weekend, 
playing the venue each Saturday night. 


MR wants 
tougher 
rules on 
lending 

AN MP has called for tough¬ 
er action on payday loans 
after the Financial Conduct 
Authority announced a cap 
on the cost of credit. 

Ian Austin, who repre¬ 
sents Dudley North, wel¬ 
comed the new measures, 
which limit the rates payday 
loan companies can charge 
to 0.8 per cent per day of the 
total amount borrowed. But 
he believes more should be 
done to tackle exploitation 
of people by payday lenders. 

He said the loopholes in 
the new regulations allowed 
many products that evade 
the cap but still take advan¬ 
tage of the most vulnerable 
people in society. 

The Labour MP has previ¬ 
ously backed plans for a levy 
on the profit of payday lend¬ 
ers to double the availabil¬ 
ity of low-cost alternatives, 
such as credit unions. 

He said: “Money’s tight 
for a lot of local people but 
these predatory businesses 
make their money by piling 
debt upon debt and creating 
a personal debt crisis. 

“I welcome these new reg¬ 
ulations but I think tougher 
action should be taken to 
drive payday lenders out of 
Dudley. 

“I want to help responsi¬ 
ble lenders like the Castle & 
Crystal Credit Union here in 
Dudley by lowering the cap 
on the cost of credit.” 

Tower block 
tales sought 

A COMMUNITY project is 
collecting stories about life 
in the Black Country’s tow¬ 
er blocks. 

The Black Capital Project 
is receiving support from 
the Heritage Lottery Fund 
and is run by the Distinctly 
Black Country network. 

It wants to hear from 
people who have lived in 
high-rise council housing, 
including those now demol¬ 
ished, and from those in¬ 
volved in planning, building 
or managing tower blocks. 

E-mail distinctlyblack- 
country@wolverhampton. 
gov.uk or call 01902 552046. 

Make a bird box 

A NATURE reserve in Dud¬ 
ley hosts a bird boxing mak¬ 
ing session during the half 
term holiday. Bumble Hole, 
off Windmill End, is hold¬ 
ing the event on February 
18 between 10.30am and 
1.30pm. Youngsters must 
be accompanied by an adult. 
Call (01384) 814100 to book. 
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Sofa Style, Chalsworlh House, Hayes Lane, Lye. DY9 8RD Tel: 01384892018 WWW.SOfastyleupholSlery.CQ.uk Mon-Sat 10 am-4 pm 
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Taking a 
Shine to 
show for 
charities 

A VARIETY night of music 
and drama featuring acts 
from across the area will be 
staged next month. 

The event, called Shine, 
will feature people with 
learning disabilities and 
include dance, music and 
poetry renditions. It will 
be held at Brierley Hill 
Civic Hall, in Bank Street, 
on February 24 from 7pm. 
Doors open at 6.15pm. 

Groups including Dance 
Unity, the Side by Side The¬ 
atre Company and Kaleido¬ 
scope Theatre Group will 
also perform. 

The event will raise cash 
for the Mayor of Dudley’s 
charities. 

Mayor Councillor Marga¬ 
ret Aston said: “I would like 
to thank all of the groups 
and volunteers who are 
helping with the evening. 
I am looking forward to a 
show that people of all ages 
will be able to enjoy. 

“As spaces are limited I 
would urge people to book 
their tickets well in advance, 
as Shine sold out when it 
took place in 2013.” 

Tickets cost £5 and are 
available by calling (01384) 
812812 or visiting Dud¬ 
ley Council Plus in Castle 
Street, Dudley. Tickets can 
also be purchased online at 
the www.dudley.gov.uk/en- 
tertainment website. 

£l.6m centre 
for students 

FORTY extra school places 
will be created under plans 
for a new £1.6 million ed¬ 
ucation centre for young 
people with learning diffi¬ 
culties. 

It will be built on the site 
of the old Pensnett High 
School in Dudley. 

A £lm grant has been se¬ 
cured towards the project, 
which includes demolishing 
former buildings on the site, 
including the main school 
building that fronts Tiled 
House Lane. 

The centre will be created 
by refurbishing one of the 
remaining buildings and 
run by Pens Meadow Special 
School. 


Oompah & chips 

KARL’S Bavarian Brass 
Band will be providing the 
music for a beer and music 
night at Wilson Hall, Colley 
Gate, Cradley, on February 
28 at 7.45pm in aid of Mary 
Stevens Hospice. 

Tickets cost £14 including 
fish and chip supper. Call 
(01384) 671149. 


Father who beat cancer twice backs fundraiser 



Samuel, Matt and Bethany 


A FATHER who has beaten cancer 
twice teamed up with his young 
twins to launch fundraising for 
World Cancer Day. 

Matt Wakefield took the decision 
to have his sperm frozen when he 
was diagnosed with testicular can¬ 
cer aged 20. As a result, his fiance 
Corinne gave birth to twins Samuel 
and Bethany, now six, in 2008. 

The cinema attendant thought 
he was in the clear until he found a 
lump in his other testicle last sum¬ 
mer and was diagnosed with the dis¬ 
ease a second time. 


He teamed up with Sam and 
Bethany to people to purchase a 
Cancer Research UK ‘unity band’ 
for World Cancer Day, which was 
yesterday (Wednesday). 

Matt, who works at Dudley Show¬ 
case Cinema, said: “I was terrified 
when I was diagnosed with cancer 
but thanks to research and treat¬ 
ment, I’m still here. “ 

Matt spotted a lump on his left 
testicle in October 1999 but it was 
so small he didn’t worry about it. 
Eight months later, after it had 
grown and started to ache, he went 


to his GP and was referred to hospi¬ 
tal straight away. “I don’t remem¬ 
ber much of what was said because 
I was in shock and thought I was 
going to die,” said Matt. 

Following surgery to remove the 
testicle Matt was advised to con¬ 
sider sperm banking before under¬ 
going radiotherapy treatment. 

“Some years later, when my fi¬ 
ance Corinne and I decided we 
would like to have a family, I dis¬ 
covered it had affected my fertility. 
I was relieved that I had banked 
sperm before my treatment. We de¬ 


cided to go ahead with IVF and were 
very fortunate that it worked first 
time. Now we have two wonderful 
twins who are a delight - although 
they keep our hands full.” 

Last summer Matt was leaving 
nothing to chance when he discov¬ 
ered a second lump. “Luckily I had 
caught it early. I had surgery to re¬ 
move the testicle and then one cycle 
of chemotherapy, just as a precau¬ 
tion to mop up any stray cancer 
cells. The chemo was administered 
on the Friday and I was back at 
work on the Monday.” 


Hospital bosses to tackle 
£8m financial 'black hole’ 


AN £8 million black hole has opened in the 
budget for Russells Hall Hospital. 

NHS body Monitor says the trust which runs Dud¬ 
ley’s main hospital must implement a ‘robust’ plan 
to arrest its financial decline. 

It follows an investigation by the regulator into deteri¬ 
orating finances at the trust amid plans to axe 400 jobs 
over the next two years. But Monitor did say ‘significant 


NHS in Black 
Country has 
£i34m saved 

THE NHS in the Black 
Country is sitting on more 
than £130 million. 

Four Black Country hos¬ 
pitals and West Midlands 
Ambulance service had 
£134m in cash at the bank 
last year. 

Dudley Group of Hospi¬ 
tals, which runs Russells 
Hall Hospital, ran a surplus 
of £351,000 and had £26m 
in the bank by the end of 
last year. 

It comes as the funding of 
the NHS struggles to cope 
with unprecedented demand 
on services. 

Loss 

Dudley Group of Hospi¬ 
tals is predicting a loss of 
£8m and is cutting up to 
400 jobs. It has been told by 
regulator Monitor to reduce 
its financial losses. 

Sandwell and West Bir¬ 
mingham Trust, which runs 
Sandwell General Hospital, 
made a £6,751,000 surplus 
with £42m in the bank. 

The Royal Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Trust, which runs New 
Cross Hospital, has £34.4m 
in the bank. 

West Midlands Ambu¬ 
lance Service was £2.5m in 
the black and has £20m in 
the bank. 


progress’ had been made 
at tackling A&E waiting 
times. It comes days after 
it emerged the trust was 
employing an interim oper¬ 
ations director tasked with 
cutting A&E waiting times. 

Jon Scott, whose man¬ 
agement company is being 
paid between £28,000 and 
£36,000 a month for his ser¬ 
vices, is credited with help¬ 
ing the hospital be one of 
only a few to meet its four- 
hour A&E target. 

Monitor said Dudley 
Group’s finances had ‘con¬ 
tinued to worsen’ and the 
trust is now forecasting a 
£8m deficit in 2014/15. 

Officials say they had le¬ 
gally binding commitments 
from the trust that it will 
implement a ‘robust strate¬ 
gic plan to address its finan¬ 
cial decline’. 

Dudley Group chief ex¬ 
ecutive, Paula Clark, said: 
“We are currently beginning 
workforce reduction plans 
which will reduce our work¬ 
force by 400 posts.” 

Dudley North MP Ian 
Austin said: “The Govern¬ 
ment has done nothing to 
support Russells Hall since 
Monitor announced their 
investigation half a year ago 
and I told the Health Secre¬ 
tary to give the hospital the 
resources it needs. 

“Now our hospital is 
being forced to lose one in 
ten staff to deal with an £8m 
deficit this year and further 
cuts down the line. It’s not 
possible to lose these jobs 
without an impact on care.” 


Crazy creative crafts at pub’s winter fair 



Artists Phil Potter, Bob Teal and Vic Bamforth get ready for the winter craft fair at Katie Fitzgerald’s pub in Stourbridge 


CRAFTSMEN are getting ready to 
put the ‘rock and roll’ into art. 

The third annual winter craft fair at 
Katie Fitzgerald’s pub in Stourbridge 
will showcase some of the more unu¬ 
sual artwork the region has to offer. 

Among the stalls will be items rang¬ 
ing from stunning stone masonry to 
mermaid-styled hats and slippers. 

Co-organiser Bob Teale will be there 
with his quirky woodwork including 
his square-headed ‘Cockatoucans’, 
unique creations representing a cross 
between a Cockatoo and a Toucan. 


The 89-year-old explained what 
visitors can expect at the event on 
Sunday, February 15. He said: “I have 
been doing these fairs and exhibitions 
across the Midlands. I like to think 
I’m bringing a different energy to 
these events. 

“It is not your traditional ‘stuck-in- 
a-rut’ artists. We are trying to inject 
a bit of rock and roll into this event. 

“The idea is hopefully to have peo¬ 
ple firing off each other and to have a 
creative feel, rather than just every¬ 
one being the same.” 


As well as the weird and wonderful, 
items at the Enville Street pub’s fair 
will include glass, ceramics and sculp¬ 
ture spread across three floors. 

Visitors will be treated to live music 
from gypsy-jazz band Trios Rosbifs. 

Bob added: “This will be something 
fascinating and wonderful to behold, 
on your local doorstep. It is certainly 
a lot more local than going to The 
Tate.” 

The fair, which is free to enter, will 
begin at 2pm and run until around 
6pm. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Learning to surf 
the net at library 

SURFING tips will be on 
offer at four new beginner 
classes helping people im¬ 
prove their internet skills. 

Staff will be on hand to 
help people of any age get 
the most out of the in¬ 
ternet at the sessions on 
Thursdays and Fridays 
from 9.30-11.30am at both 
Dudley and Stourbridge li¬ 
braries. 

The sessions are being 
run in collaboration with 
Dudley Council’s adult 
learning team and will be 
delivered by professional 
information technology tu¬ 
tors. No booking required 
and sessions are free. 

Tickets on sale 
for a Bostin night 

THE Bostin Black Country 
Variety Show is on Febru¬ 
ary 27 at Dudley’s Station 
Hotel to raise money for 
Compton Hospice. 

It will be headlined by 
folk band The Empty Can 
and feature comedian 
Wayne Beese, Open Mic 
UK 2014 finalists Brett 
Huckfield and Marie Tim¬ 
mins alongside comedy 
singer Bob Gessey and 
Black Country poet Steve 
Bartley, from 6.30pm. 

Tickets cost £12, from 
www.compton-hospice.org. 
uk or call 01902 774548. 

Woman, 92, is 
saved from bin fire 

AN ELDERLY woman 
was rescued by firefighters 
after a fire in her Stour¬ 
bridge home. 

The 92-year-old was led 
to safety after a bin caught 
fire in the front room of the 
property on Field Lane in 
Oldswinford. 

The fire started at 
around 9.50am on Monday. 

The woman was given 
oxygen but did not require 
hospital treatment. 

Voluntary market 
call to helpful folk 

PEOPLE thinking about 
volunteering in Dudley are 
being urged to attend an 
upcoming event. 

Dudley Volunteer Cen¬ 
tre, part of the Dudley 
Council for Voluntary 
Service, will be holding a 
volunteering market place 
at The Storehouse in Al¬ 
bion Street, Brierley Hill, 
on Tuesday, February 10, 
lpm to 4pm. 

Rescue horse dies 

A HORSE died after it was 
rescued from a muddy pool 
by firefighters. 

The animal had to be 
put down on advice from 
a vet after its ordeal near 
Himley Road, Gornal, last 
week, on Monday night. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Cloudy2Clear Windows 
- Service With A Smile! 


It’s been a crazy few months for 
Cloudy2Clear Windows. The 
company which specialises in 
repairing windows which are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
by replacing the panes - not the 
frames has grown rapidly as 
homeowners take advantage of 
their services. 

Managing Director Brian 
Stanley feels that it’s all about 
service. ‘Our product is simple. 

If your double glazing is misted 
up we can replace the glass at 
a fraction of the cost of a new 
window, in any type of frame, and 
with a new 5 year guarantee. But 
it’s not just about saving people 


money, although that obviously 
helps. Many tradespeople have 
struggled since last year and I 
honestly feel that during the good 
times a minority perhaps didn’t 
focus on customer care as much as 
they should have done. 

We make sure we turn up when 
we say we will, do the job the 
customer requires and leave then- 
house as clean as a whistle. I often 
get comments back from customers 
on how they really didn’t expect that 
sort of service which, in a way, is 
very sad for the service industry as 
a whole.’ 

Cloudy2Clear service 
Wolverhampton and the surrounding 


area and Brian is finding that his 
approach is a major factor in his 
success. ‘The truth is that it’s not 
just the personal satisfaction that 
I get from doing a good job but 
also it makes good business sense. 
I get a huge amount of business 
from friends and family of people 


I’ve done work for, which just 
goes to show how much a little bit 
of effort is appreciated.’ 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118 and 
he’ll be happy to help! 



STEAMED UP DOUBLE GLAZING? 

Don’t replace the Frames... just the Panes! 


Broken or Damaged Windows? 
Faulty Hinges, Handles or Locks? 
Want The Latest Energy Saving Glass? 

All Glazing Backed By Our 
5 Year Manufacturers Guarantee 

Priority Freephone 

0800 61 21 118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


...we make saving money perfectly clear... 
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with Mark Andrews 


THE I TV series Bring Back 
Borstal finished last week, with 
programme makers declaring it 
an unqualified success. Three 
months after filming ended, not 
one of the 13 miscreants who 
were supposedly subjected to 
the rigours of a 1930s borstal 
regime, have reoffended. And 
many of them ended up landing 
jobs. 

Now look, anything which in¬ 
volves gobby louts being turned 
out of bed at the crack of dawn, 
being made to dress like Just 
William and spending their days 
shovelling manure is fine by me. 
But I do think it is stretching 
things branding it ‘a unique so¬ 
cial experiment’. 

For a start, the bad lads had 
all volunteered to take part in 
the series, some because they 
wanted to turn their lives around, 
others probably because they 
thought it might make minor 
celebrities out of them. If White 
Dee can manage it, why not? 

How many 1930s borstals 
allowed inmates to leave at any 
time if they didn’t feel at home 
? And there probably aren’t that 
many young offenders who, on 
their first day in custody, politely 
concede: ‘I think I just need to 
grow up a bit’. 

Even more ridiculous was the 
way the boys reacted when they 
were thrown out for bad behav¬ 
iour, with one of them bemoan¬ 
ing the loss of ‘a once in a life¬ 
time opportunity’. Opportunity? 
What did he think it was? The 
Apprentice for chavs? 

Watching cocky yobs being 
brought down a peg or two is 
always good television, and I’m 
sure that if prisons were a bit 
less cushy, and focused a little 
more on teaching the feckless 
about the real world, then the re¬ 
wards would be great. 

But a ground-breaking social 
experiment? Leave it out. The 
lads had already decided to turn 
their backs on crime, and their 
experience was so cushy that 
most of them were sad to leave. 

This wasn’t a borstal. It was 
just a long school field trip. 
□□□□□ 

HERE is a revolutionary sug¬ 
gestion on how to tackle the 
‘crisis in the NHS’. For all the 
political posturing over the past 
few weeks, the real reason why 
so many people are having to 
wait at A&E is not because the 
system is in need of radical re¬ 
organisation, or even because 
it is short of money. It is simply 
because too many people are 
going there. 

The number of patients go¬ 
ing through the doors of ac¬ 
cident and emergency wards 
has increased relentlessly over 
the past few years, with stories 
about people with toothache, 
constipation and bad toenails 
becoming the stuff of legends. 

But when politicians keep 
blathering on about ‘world class’ 
health care, is it any wonder that 
some of the more intellectually 
challenged members of society 
treat A&E like a sort of spa resort 
for when they are feeling a bit 
under the weather? 



One of the mannequins used by trainee medics Kate O’Connor monitors students using the simu- Resus training officer Bill Dainty shows techniques 

Medical students 
get a dummy run 


Life-sized mannequins are 
being used at Russells Hall 
Hospital as a training aid. 

HEATHER LARGE reports 

LYING in hospital beds, they 
are as close to real patients as 
you can get. 

But they are in fact two life-size 
mannequins which mimic true 
illnesses and responses to treatment 
to help trainee nurses and doctors 
hone their skills. 

The two-bed ward at Russells Hall 
Hospital in Dudley has been de¬ 
signed to provide a realistic training 
room as close to real life as possible. 

It is being used by under-graduate 
students as well as existing hospital staff 
to help them practise a range of situa¬ 
tions from basic treatments to rare oc¬ 
currences, such as an unusual allergic 
reaction. 

The ward, which can also be turned 
into an operating theatre, has been de¬ 
signed to be as a realistic as possible to 
help students and staff focus solely on 
the patient as if it was a real situation. 

Dribble 

The mannequins have pulses, heart 
and lung sounds and their chests can 
move up and down. They can also 
breathe, blink, dribble and produce 
‘urine’. 

Medical staff are able to do chest com¬ 
pressions and use defibrillators as they 
would on a real person. 

There is also a live oxygen feed into 
the ward and medication has sensors 
which enable trainers to know whether 
the right dosage has been given. There is 
also a functioning anaesthetic machine. 

The mannequins are fitted with speak¬ 
ers enabling the trainer watching in a 
control room to be the patient’s voice. 

A laptop in the control room can be 



son to seeing real patients, but this is as 
close as it gets.” 

Kate O’Connor, the simulation lead 
in the Under-graduate Centre, said the 
simulation centre offered a wide range 
of opportunities for training and educa¬ 
tion. 

“It’s brilliant that we have something 
like this in Dudley,’’she said. “It’s really 
going to have a huge impact.” 

The centre, officially opened by Pro¬ 
fessor Kate Thomas, Vice Dean of Bir¬ 
mingham Medical School, is part of the 
Under-graduate Teaching Academy but 
is used by medical students and founda¬ 
tion year doctors as part of their train¬ 
ing. 


Technology 


From left, Clinical Lead for Simulation Dr Nicola Calthorpe, final year 
Medical Students from University of Birmingham Maneeka Ubhi, John 
Belsham, Harry Hutchins and Simulation Lead Kate O’Connor 


used to control the mannequin’s heart 
rate and blood pressure. 

All simulation sessions are recorded 
and then played back as part of the de¬ 
briefing technique, allowing trainees to 
see how they have performed. 

The hospital also has child and ba¬ 
by-sized dummies. 

Dr Nicky Calthorpe said: “The role 
of the simulation centre is to offer the 
learner a safe environment in which to 
practise and perfect their skills away 
from the clinical setting. We can pro¬ 
vide the opportunity to practise man¬ 


aging rare but significant event. We 
can practise complex scenarios such as 
managing the patient with major inju¬ 
ries allowing us to develop team train¬ 
ing. 

“We can use the centre to analyse 
critical incidents and learn from them 
to ensure we provide the best level of 
care we can to our patients. 

“The centre offers probably one of 
the most beneficial learning opportuni¬ 
ties throughout medical school, a very 
realistic but safe environment for us to 
learn. They say there is a no compari- 


A programme for final year nursing 
students and student theatre staff has 
just been developed. 

Mr Atiq-Ur Rehman, Head of Un¬ 
der-graduate Teaching Academy, said: 
“Our state-of-the-art technology will 
provide students and qualified staff of 
all disciplines real-life medical scenarios 
and emergency situations that they can 
react to and respond to with no risk to 
patients. 

“As a Trust, we are always focused on 
our patient safety and this facility has 
great potential in helping us to train our 
future doctors, nurses and allied health 
professionals across all specialities in a 
safe, controlled environment.” 

The centre has been named the Ron 
Grimley Simulation Centre after the 
man appointed vascular and general 
surgeon to the Dudley Health Authority 
in 1983. 

He had more than 40 publications 
to his name, and he became an exam¬ 
iner for the Royal College of Surgeons 
of Edinburgh in 1987. His enthusiasm 
for teaching helped The Dudley Group 
achieve teaching hospital status in 
partnership with the University of Bir¬ 
mingham. The Dudley Group was first 
recognised as a Teaching Trust in March 
2001 . 



WEEK IN 

POLITICS ' 1 


ED Miliband’s question and an¬ 
swer session in Staffordshire 
proved why we need the TV de¬ 
bates. 

The Labour leader drew a 
crowd of around 200 members 
of the public to quiz him on what 
he’d do if he became Prime Min¬ 
ister. 

It was a far cry from the 
25,000 Sir Winston Churchill 
drew to Molineux in 1949 when 
he was leader of the opposition, 
although pretty impressive for 
a Monday lunchtime in January 
in an age when politicians of all 
parties are as popular as hedge¬ 
hogs in a balloon factory. 

But I have to admit, I think I 
was too cynical last week when I 
raised the prospect of the event 
being filled by only Labour sup¬ 
porters. 

There were plenty of sceptics. 
Indeed one of the audience, 
from the Support Stafford Hos¬ 
pital campaign, walked out of 
the Aquarius Ballroom in Hed- 
nesford at the end vowing to 
never vote Labour again. 

Throwing the topics open to 
the floor brought some interest¬ 
ing results, given that Mr Milib¬ 
and and the organisers had no 
prior warning or control over 
them. 

There was not a single ques¬ 
tion on Europe. Not one query 
about immigration. Not a dicky 
bird asked about the deficit. 

Comfortable 

There were, however, ques¬ 
tions about health, the future of 
Stafford Hospital in particular, 
support for children with special 
needs, the minimum wage and 
plenty of things that Mr Miliband 
was generally comfortable an¬ 
swering. 

He was clear that there would 
be no false promises on Stafford 
Hospital. But other than an ‘un¬ 
dertaking’ to review the down¬ 
grade on ‘medical’ grounds rath¬ 
er than ‘penny pinching’, there 
was not enough to prevent the 
aforementioned member of the 
support campaign from vowing 
that members would stand in 
council wards in May. 

I wonder what David Cameron 
would say if he faced the same 
questions. The parties are not 
showing their differences on 
the same issues but fighting on 
vastly different issues. 

For UKIP it’s all about immi¬ 
gration and Europe. For the To¬ 
ries it’s all about the economy 
and for Labour it’s a game of 
‘whose recovery is this anyway’ 
and suggesting that those at the 
top are still the ones benefitting 
at the expense of everyone else. 

At Prime Minister’s Questions 
Mr Miliband and Mr Cameron 
will argue but on totally separate 
points. I really hope the TV de¬ 
bates go ahead, particularly the 
head-to-head between the two 
men vying to be Prime Minis¬ 
ter. At least then they’d have to 
take the same questions and be 
judged accordingly. Until then 
we’ll have to cope with each 
party trying to set the agenda 
with their own spin machine. 



For complete peace of mind and a friendly service , 
why not visit Gasway in Lower High Street, 

Stourbridge DY81TA. 01384 372246 





Open since 1976 Gasway has been your first choice for Gas Fires, Surrounds, 
Cookers and much more, all at competitive prices. 

Why not visit Dave, Jon and the team today for FREE expert advice and quotes. 

• Cookers Supplied and Fitted • Servicing Spare Parts 

• Gas Fires and Fire Surrounds • Fire Guards / Companion Sets 

• Electric Fires and Fire suites • All at competitive Prices 

• Central Heating Systems Supplied 
and Fitted 
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Others will gain from university's loss 


REGARDING Dr Carl Chinn’s univer¬ 
sity post being terminated. The man 
has been a major influence of my life 
since meeting him several years ago, 
and whether someone fills the post or 
not, they will find it hard to stand in 
his shoes. 

Those who will suffer from the uni¬ 
versity’s action are all those students 
who worked or would have worked 
under him. 

I only have to listen to a revamped 
BBC Radio WM to be sure the hole left 
by Carl’s show being axed will be simi¬ 
lar to the one left at his university. 


From the first time I appeared on 
his show talking about my first book 
Chant of the Mutha Tung, Carl has 
been someone I have held with great 
respect. He has supported me through 
all my ventures and his encouragement 
has given me confidence to publish, 
record, organise events and carry out 
talks which grow and grow through his 
encouragement. 

For over a year I have hosted a radio 
programme The Omma n Chain that is 
modelled on his WM programme, plat¬ 
forming all that is local in the Black 
Country and Brum. 


Academically it was Carl who en¬ 
couraged me to complete my doctorate. 

I know there will be no shortage to 
the amount of projects he will devote 
his time to and they will all be ap¬ 
proached with the boundless energy he 
gives to the region and its people every 
day of his life, regardless of any other 
obstacles that come his way. 

The university’s loss will be others’ 
gain, that I am sure of. 

DR B DAKIN 

aka Billy Spake Mon 

Tividale 


Passengers 
left in cold 
on buses 

I RECENTLY travelled on 
the 4H bus from the Sad¬ 
dlers bus station at Wal¬ 
sall to Halesowen, a one 
hour journey. There was no 
heating on the bus. By the 
time I reached Blackheath 
I was unable to continue as 
I could not feel my feet and 
had to stamp them to get 
the feeling back. 

This is not an isolated 
case. This is happening all 
the time and as the tempera¬ 
ture is hardly above freezing 
even at midday why is there 
no heating on the buses? 
Yet in the heat of summer 
the heaters are on full blast. 
Why is that? Does an Aus¬ 
tralian run things these 
days? I know it is summer 
in Australia but this is the 
UK and mid-winter, perhaps 
someone should tell him. 

Is this some newfangled 
way to get the pensioners 
to exercise, stamp your feet, 
clap your hands? What a 
joke but once again it’s the 
long suffering passengers 
who have to put up with it. 

MLLOYD 

Wednesbury 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


E-MAIL 

Dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Children's transport 
cuts is 'a new low* 


TO see Dudley Labour Council proposing to cut free trans¬ 
port for children with special needs is, in my view, immoral. 

The root cause is the Conservative and Liberal Democrat 
Government’s cuts. 

If carried through, this is an uncaring, compassionless 
act. 

Some MPs, such as my own, Conservative MP Mr James 
Morris, claim that they oppose certain cuts in their con¬ 
stituency. 

To attack vulnerable special needs children and their 
families is a new low but one in which all three main par¬ 
ties are quite prepared, it seems, to carry through. 

Councillor Crumpton, like James Morris MP, tells us he 
is really opposed to such cuts, but unfortunately there is no 
choice. Really? There is always a choice. 

If in his heart and soul he is opposed to cutting free 
transport for special needs children, he could take a princi¬ 
pled step and resign. 

Politicians are always claiming there’s no money in the 
pot. Just what they would love us to believe! 

C STOLL 

Halesowen 


DNA test 
deterrent to 
dog mess 

NUMEROUS readers write 
letters to newspapers about 
dog mess and often councils 
say there’s a problem. 

I agree dog mess is dis¬ 
gusting and a health hazard. 

There is a solution. BBC 
Ceefax Wales news stated 
a US firm (Poo Paws) have 
technology to extract DNA 
from dog mess to prove who 
the owner is. 

Let’s hope all councils 
show interest in it, that way 
it’s a deterrent. 

Councils would have DNA 
proof to take the guilty to 
court. 

I believe fewer owners 
would risk it, and those who 
did, even those whose dogs 
are off the lead and can say 
‘It’s not mine’, would be 
identified. 

Then, innocent dog own¬ 
ers who do pick up the mess, 
as I always pick up the mess 
from my two dogs, can be 
protected from the moaners 
who wrongly accuse them. 

J ADAMS 

Rowley Regis 



NEW YEAR SALE NOW ON! Care 


the discount mobility experts 


Visit our Showroom 
for a wide range of... 

Y Mobility Scooters 

Y Riser Recliners 

Y Wheelchairs 

Y Powerchairs 

Y Bathroom Aids 

Y Walking Aids 

Y Living Aids 


ire to find us... 


3 Tel: 01384 489 119 

^www.careco.co.uk 


PLUS! 



QUOTE CODE: 

£10 OFF 

10PNDOFF 

AT PURCHASE 

EVERY ORDER OVER £100 

OFFER ENDS 

28th February 2015 


CareCo, Brierley Hill, 

West Midlands, 

1 DY5 1TJ 

Ojxeiv 7 dayhs fa cvtefc 

Opening Hours 
Monday - Saturday 09.00am - 5.00pm 
Sunday - 10.00am - 4.00pm 



£ 6,495 


Certass 
Insurance 
10 year 
guarantee 


Over 

40 Years 

Experience 


UPVC 

COLOURED 


UPVC FRONT 
DOOR 


THE LATEST 
DESIGNS 


we are 
Rock door 
installers 


FITTED 

faym 

£550 


FITTED 

£450 


FITTED 

£400 


FITTED 

£740 


Why Choose Us? < 

We are a family owned business with over 40 years experience in the 
industry. We manufacture and install, Windows, Conservatories and 
Doors, so you get complete satisfaction and the very best price. 
Telephone us today for your FREE home visit and find out why ^ 
customers choose and recommend us time and time again. 

Choice of 10 Porcelain Fascia Tiles 
• Electrical Sockets • Light Fitting 
All included in this amazing package 
FREE home survey today 


^° me \o 


DOORS, WINDOWS & ^CONSERVATORIES 

BEST PRICES ON DOORS 
LATEST DESIGNS AND COLOURS 


£ 2.595 


Rated Windows 


a choice 


composite 
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The Spartans - Barry Hill, Mel Gorrod, John Shipley, Graham Jebb and Micky Dunn 


John Shipley at the Royal Victoria Hotel, in Newport A relief on the Sister Dora statue in Walsall depicting her comforting families in 1872 



Pensnett Church where many paid their respects in 


Fear of disasters which haunted 
families of miners across region 


DISASTER: it was a word that 
was forever in the minds of all 
those who lived in a mining com¬ 
munity in Walsall. 

Residents feared a sudden accident 
in the local colliery that would swift¬ 
ly wreak death and destruction and 
bring enduring sorrow and travails. 

And as in other mining regions, the Black 
Country too suffered from disasters - as 
was made plain on November 14, 1872 at 
the Pelsall Heath Colliery. Disaster struck 
when water had accumulated in the old 
workings of an adjacent abandoned mine 
and had broken through to where 50 men 
had been lowered down to work at 6am. 

Fortunately, three hours later, 20 of them 
had come back up for breakfast. 

Soon after, as the water rushed in and 
flooded the tunnels below, these lucky 
miners heard an alarming cry from the 
bottom of the 60ft shaft. “Lower the cage 
or we shall all be drowned!” was the call. 
Colliers nearest to the shaft were able to 


MEMORY LANE 


Report by Carl Chinn 


save themselves. One man in particular 
had a remarkable escape. Clinging to a lad¬ 
der, he was carried along underground for 
a quarter of a mile by the rush of water and 
‘when dragged up by his fellows, he was in¬ 
sensible’. 

But by nightfall, 22 men remained en¬ 
tombed. As soon as was possible, the col¬ 
liery’s management swiftly set up pumping 
apparatus. Unhappily, although 850 tons 
of water per minute could be pumped out, 
the flow was so rapid that by late Thursday 
night the level of water had reached almost 
11 yards. It did not start to drop until well 
into the Friday. Throughout Thursday and 
Friday, the womenfolk of the trapped min¬ 
ers gathered at the pit head. Shawls pulled 
over their heads and wrapped around their 
shoulders, they sat in patient sorrow .Among 
those who had escaped was Joseph Cash. He 


had been sitting on Jiggers Hill eating his 
breakfast when ‘Squash’, George Jeffreys, 
had come running to him, shouting “Run 
for your life! ” The water was close after him 
and both boys fled with all their speed down 
the hill to the bottom of the shaft. Unhap¬ 
pily their father and another brother were 
among the 22 men who had not escaped. 
Sadly they all died. 

Sister Dora, the Anglican nun and nurse 
who has become an iconic figure in Walsall, 
headed for Pelsall to comfort the families 
and to distribute blankets and food. 

Just over 50 years later, on April 21, 
1923, 57 miners working in the Dandy 
Mine in Pensnett were also overwhelmed 
by disaster. At about midday, there was a 
terrific flood of water and the colliers ran as 
fast as they could to escape. Five men were 
missing. Two days later, the rescuers found 
Enoch Cadman alive, sitting on a ventila¬ 
tion passage on the way to the thick coal. 

Unhappily, the four other men were 
found dead lower down. Thousands turned 
out to pay their respects when the men 


were buried in Wordsley Parish Church and 
Pensnett Parish Church.Local, regional and 
national support was even more marked fol¬ 
lowing the dreadful Aberfan Disaster of Oc¬ 
tober 21, 1966. That day, and after several 
days of heavy rain, a mass of waterlogged 
mining debris in a slag heap slid down the 
mountain above the South Wales village 
near Merthyr Tydfil. 

Within five minutes this frightful ava¬ 
lanche engulfed a farm, some terraced cot¬ 
tages and Pantglas Junior School, where 
pupils were just beginning their first les¬ 
sons. The effect was terrible: 116 children 
and 28 adults were killed. Quickly an Ab¬ 
erfan Disaster Memorial Fund was set up 
with 90,000 contributions made, totalling 
£1,606,929. One benefit event involved John 
Shipley and the The Spartans. Now better 
known as an author of football histories and 
Westerns, John was then lead guitarist and 
vocalist. He recalls: “On Saturday, Novem¬ 
ber 2, 1966, more than one-thousand rock 
and roll fans crammed into Walsall Town 
Hall to support a charity event.” 


We offer a door replacement service... 

but why settle for replacement doors when you could have a brand new kitchen for a similar price? 

Call us for a quote on both options! 


■‘t 

- % . 


This brand new kitchen complete with 
all base units, drawer pack, 40mm 
laminated worktops, handles. Soft close 
hinges, plinth, cornice and pelmet 
as illustrated. 

Excludes appliances and fitting. 

£2200 Including VAT 

*Conditions apply - details available on request 


Managers deals of the week 





Bosch DWA06E650B 

60cm Chimney Hood 


Schock Lithos 

1.5 bowl composite sink 
available in 
nero and Colorado 

£179 


® £) 


£249 


Was £430 


Hotpoint HM31AAEF 
Built In Fridge Freezer 


£399 


Was £523 



FINANCE* 

OPTIONS 

AVAILABLE 

Old Bush Street, 
off Level Street, 
Merry Hill 
DY5 1UA. 
Next to Avanti 
Bedrooms. 

OPEN 

Monday to Friday 
10am - 5.30pm. 
Sat 10am - 5pm. 
Sun 10am - 4pm. 




ISt l- P E 

IT£ 


£ E 


13 5* 

0_O 


z: 


o 




THE 
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Kitchen Clearance Centre 

Make sure you compare our prices before you purchase elsewhere! 

www.kitchenclearancecentre.com Tel: 01384 262303 


j 

<i 


Lye 


# Dudley 

A4036 | 
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New look and menu 
for landmark pub 



The Tenth Lock pub manager Chere Barnsley with hus¬ 
band Christopher Griffin and a their fundraising certificate 

A CANALSIDE pub has reopened after a refurbishment. 
The Tenth Lock in Brierley Hill has been fitted out with 
new decor inside and out. There is also a revised menu. 

Manager Chere Barnsley said: “We’ll be expanding our 
offerings with Mexican nights, grill nights, burger nights 
and curry nights, not to mention everything we do for 
poker, karaoke, disco and quiz nights.” In six years Chere 
has been at the Delph Road pub it has raised more than 
£6,200 for Mary Stevens Hospice. 


Get ready for road run 

THE annual Black Country Road Run is taking place in 
Halesowen on July 5. As well as the 10km main race for 
over-18s there will be a 5km fun run. To enter the event 
organised by Halesowen and Rowley Regis Rotary Club, in 
aid of charities, visit www.theblackcountryrun.com 


Thousands 
have a say 
on council 
priorities 


MORE than 6,000 residents have had their 
say in a budget consultation staged by Dud¬ 
ley Council — the biggest response in the au¬ 
thority’s history. 

Officials reported that 6,095 people took part in a 
three-month consultation, called the Big Question. 

Residents were asked to identify the five council services 


they most value. Those respoi 
finance bosses. 

The information will sup¬ 
port the authority’s work to 
set a budget while needing 
to make savings of around 
£57 million over the next 
three years. 

Participation 

Deputy leader of the coun¬ 
cil and cabinet member for 
finance, Councillor Stuart 
Turner said: “Over the last 
three years we have made it 
a key priority to increase en¬ 
gagement and participation 
of our residents. 

“We are delighted so 
many people have taken 
the chance to have their 
say with this year’s budget 
setting process. I would like 
to thank every single one of 
them. 

“Setting budgets at a local 
level is becoming more and 
more difficult, so it is vitally 
important we have our fin- 


ses will now be considered by 

By Lee Watton 

ger on the pulse and know 
which services our residents 
most value.” 

Council leader Councillor 
Pete Lowe added: “We have 
shown our willingness and 
desire to listen to the people 
we serve and I am delighted 
that they have responded in 
this way. 

“We will continue to en¬ 
gage with people over the 
coming months and years as 
we look to deliver services 
differently due to the con¬ 
tinued strain on our budg¬ 
ets.” 

Council bosses said the 
Big Question format had 
received a total of 13,000 
responses since it was 
launched. The 6,095 who 
took part in this year’s con¬ 
sultation follows 7,000 over 
the last two years. 



Kitchens to suit all budgets 


A beautiful range of kitchens from modern style with Corian 
worktops and moulded sinks, to more traditional styles with 
granite worktops and Belfast sinks 


.LL 




Over 30 years of experience in the design 
and installation of quality kitchen furniture 


Also available: replacement doors, 
worktops, sinks and appliances 

FiTTED KITCHEN SPECIALISTS 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM WE HAVE 12 STYLES OF KITCHENS ON DISPLAY 

155 Bridgnorth Road, Wollaston, Stourbridge 

01384 443432 

www.ajldesign.co.uk 



DESIGN 



ilYDAL 


Windows & Conservatories, Orangeries 


Porches, Fascias & Soffit Boards 

Every window and conservatory is custom 
made to the most rigorous quality standards 
you will find in the industry. 

No other company in the area has more 

experience and know how ^| 
than Rydale, and that’s 

why we have been in 
business for more 

- fm-. ju-- _ than 30 years. 


A EAR 


^VLTIMAIO 

SECURIJ®! 


Supplied & Fitted...Across the Midlands * 


FREEBH0NEi0800l91[7i6060i 


Open Weekdays 9am to 5.30pm I Saturday 9am to 4pm I Sunday Closed 
Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen, B62 9LS 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk 


Repair Service 
Available 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 
ON FEBRUARY INSTALLATIONS 
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■BE 111! 


KEEPING YOUR HOME AUTHENTIC, SAFE AND WARM THIS WINTER 
BEAUTIFULLY DESIGNED WINDOWS, DOORS, CONSERVATORIES & ORANGERIES 

We are a professional, family run, local company who have over 33 years year-on-year trading installing quality windows 
doors, conservatories and orangeries. We pride ourselves on our high quality standards and that we can offer all our 

customers total satisfaction on whatever you need. 










•jypufr 




ss 






* 






ilVombourne Windows 

Orangeries and Conservatories 

^ For more information call us now on 0845 6030334 (Local Rate) 
l FE "'" A l or visit our website at www.wombourne~windows.co.uk EEHu] 

J rn I Morlock House, Bridgnorth Road, Wombourne, South Staffs WV5 OAL 

Showroom Opening Hours: Monday - Thursday 9am-6pm, Friday 9am-5pm, Saturday lOam-S.SOpm, Sunday 10am-2pm 


BRIDGNQ 

WOMBOURNE 

WINDOWS 

SHOWROOM 



























I’m desperate 
for a NEW 
BATHROOM 

I’ve tried lots of 
other reputable 
companies but their 
prices are too high! 

CAN YOU HELP? 

YES!! WE CAN HELP YOU 



EXAMPLE FULL 
JOB FOR 

£3850.00 

90x90 Quadrant Cubicle 
with low level tray 
15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 


EXTRA DISCOUNT FOR OUR 
RETIRED & DISABLED CUSTOMERS 


DISABLED SPECIAL 


Are you having problems 
getting in & out of your Bath 
We will remove the Bath 
& Fit an easy access low 
level round, square or oblong 
cubicle, & Tiled inside. 
Supply a new 
replacement shower 
A Folding Seat & Grab Rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£ 2150.00 


VAT FREE IN QUALIFYING CASES 

DAYTIMES & WEEKEND VISITS A PLEASURE 


“Our company is owned 
and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried 
out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices 
as low as possible in order 
to keep within the budgets 
of retired, disabled and 
working families which 
make up 95% of our 
customers.” 



J^OMiOTHisu/iYs 


^BATHROOMS 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 

01384 287222 

Showroom also at: 39, Lichfield Road, 
Wednesfield,Wolverhampton WVI I ITW 

01902 861908 


SHOWROOMS OPEN 
9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 



CTioTces 


(Let Us Build You An Orangery In 2015) 

Number 1 For Traditional Timber Deck 
With Flat Edge Perimeter, plus Pay 
Nothing For 12 Months Interest Free 



Showroom at: Sedgley Road West, Tipton DY4 8DQ 
Visit our website at 
www.choiceswindows.co.uk 
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Choice. Quality. Value. 



n 


AT LEAST 

30% 

OFF 


4 DAYQNIsl 


UPHOLSTERY 


STARTS THURSDAY 10AM 



£399 S 




Rest Assured Memory 800 double 2 drawer 
divan set with pocketed springs and a luxurious 
layer of memory foam 
NORMAL £649 SALE £479 


DISCOUNTS 

OFF ALL 

SALE PRICES 



THIS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY 



An unmissable opportunity to take advantage of 
extra discounts off all sale prices at Cousins. 


£799 


That's right! This Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 
Cousins are offering extra discounts off every single low 
sale price throughout their magnificent furniture, carpet 
and bedding stores. 


40% 


This amazing promotion includes all special sale offers. 
Remember, whatever you choose at Cousins, you won't 
pay a penny until the Autumn, interest free! 


Alberta leather 3 seater sofa 
NORMAL £4399 SALE £899 


BUY NOW. PAY NOTHING UNTIL 
AUTUMN. INTEREST FREE. 


EXTRA 

DISCOUNT 

PRICE 


£549 


COMPLETE BEDROOM 



Sofas. Carpets. Beds. Dining. Bedrooms. Lighting. Mirrors. 


Cousins 


4 Day Event Opening Hours: Thursday & Friday 10am - 8pm, 
Saturday 9.30am - 6pm, Ends Sunday 11am - 5pm. 


Birmingham 

Warwick Road, 
Tyseley. Bll 2EW. 

T: 0121 765 3300 


Dudley 

Hall Street 
DY2 8NW. 

T: 01384 451500 


Manchester 

A57, Regent Rd, 
Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0161 875 4070 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 



BUY NOW. PAY NOTHING UNTIL AUTUMN. INTEREST FREE. 


































MANY ITEMS LESS THAN HALF PRICE 


Lena swivel recliner chairs and stools- 

NORMAL 

£279 

EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

in brown and cream 

SALE 

£449 

£139 


EXTRA 

DISCOUNT 

PRICE 


£399 


SOLID ASH TABLE & 6 CHAIRS 


Arthur Price cutlery 
dinner sets 


50% OFF 

ALL REMAINING STOCK 


frEMEMT 


expect much more than furniture store 


Parker Knoll ❖ SST* 8 '! 


Dl’RESTA 


•son OFama. tempur 


Columbia stain resistant carpet ■ 
choice of 20 colours 


NORMAL^ EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

SALE_ , a 


£4.95m 2 


Myers Elara double 2 drawer 
divan set 


SALE 

£399 


EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

£249 


Parker Knoll - 

AT LEAST 25% OFF EVERYTHING 


n - BOSTON - URGE SOFA FOR PRICE OF A SMALL SOFA 
Plus MONTANA - AN EXTRA £100 OFF WHEN 
YOU SPEND £1000 


Willis & Gambier Haydon table 
and 4 Hannah chairs 


SALE 

£499 


EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

£449 


Anna complete bedroom (bedstead, 
2x bedside cabinets, wardrobe) 


N ORM AL 

SALE 

£599 


EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

£549 



Pictures. Cushions. Cookshop. Accessories. And much more. 


FREE PARKING 
INSTORE RESTAURANT 
URGE STOCKS 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


PRICE 

PROMISE 


Our promise to you, 
we won't be beaten 


on pnce! 


,l * 


29. Cousins 


0%APR 


Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500. Subject to status. All balances must be paid in September 2015 on 
the date specified at the time of purchase. Written details on request. Offer not available on clearance items, web specials or in store 
concessions. Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in this advert. 
KtrKtjtN I Al I Vt Prices in this advert are valid until Sunday 8th February 2015 except where stated. *See website for Price Promise details. 


a true family business 


Stay connected with Cousins... 



Like us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/CousinsFurniture 



Follow us on Twitter 

www.twitter.com/CousinsOnline 


You 

BED 


Watch us on YouTube 

www.youtube.com/CousinsFurnitureUK 
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# 24- 28 Mar2015 # 17Apr2015 # 30Apr2015 



• 7 May 2015 • 23 May 2015 • 29 May 2015 



• 22&23Jun2015 # 2Jul2015 • 18.19.25&26Sep2015 



# 13& 15Dec2015 # 5-8Mar2015 # 19-22Mar2015 

, 08443388000 

AllMppmng • GENTINGARENA.CO.uk •BARCLAYCARDARENA.CO.uk thet,cketfactory.com • 




^ RETAILER 

oi rur m ak 



Vr 

* V 


Log Burners 
Now In Stock 



OPEN 5 DAYS. CLOSED WEDNESDAY 8k SUNDAY 




Visit our showroom at: 

Forge Lane, Cradley Heath, Halesowen, B64 5AL 

(Opposite Cradley Bus and Train Station) 

Telephone: 01384 345400 



• SALES • REPAIRS • ALL MAKES 
TVs • AUDIO VISUAL • VACUUM • ALL GUARANTEED 

01384 395775 


5 DAY COACH BREAK 
TO SCOTLAND - £164 


Thursday 19™ March 


Lord Cobham to talk about Hagley Hall 


LORD Cobham will be the guest speaker at 
a history group’s next meeting. 

The 12th Viscount Cobham, Christopher 
Lyttelton, whose family have owned the 
Hagley Hall estate since the 18th century 
will be talking to members of Amblecote 


History Society at the Ruskin Glasshouse 
Arts Centre, Wollaston Road, Amblecote on 
February 11, at 7.30pm, £2. 

Lord Cobham will be giving a presenta¬ 
tion on his family, the estate’s history and 
the on-going restoration work. 


Loch Long Hotel Loch Long National Park 


SPRING CEILIDH 
BREAK 


This 5 day coach break 
staying at our Loch Long Hotel 
includes a “Ceilidh Night” 
(Kay-lee), when you will enjoy 
typical Scottish entertainment 
with foot tapping music 
provided by accordionists, 
pipers and highland dancers. 
There will also be an excursion 
everyday including a cruise 
on Loch Lomond, Inveraray, 
Glencoe, Rannoch Moor, Fort 
William & Edinburgh. 


TOUR INCLUDES: 


•4 Nights Half Board 
. Nightly 
entertainment 
• Excursions 


PICKUP FROM: 


Birmingham, 
Smethwick, 
West Bromwich, 
Dudley, 

Wolverhampton, 

Walsall 


LOCHS 

WglIns 


Holidays are fully bonded. 
School Road, Gartocharn, 
G83 8RW 


wwwLOCHS.COM 01389 713713 


Homeclad 



• FASCIAS 

• GUTTERING 

• SOFFITS 

• CLADDING 

• TILE EDGING 


BEST VALUE IN Ti 
THE MIDLANDS Tl 

PREMIUM 

PRODUCTS EXPERTLY 
FITTED BY A LOCAL 
FAMILY COMPANY 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE guttering and downpipes 


0800 73 13 946 « 

CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE r™ 

8 ABBOTSFORD DRIVE DUDLEY DY1 2HD 


Firefighters have 
new 'community 
hub' for village 


IT’S the start of a new era for crews at Kinver Fire Station where they 
have been showing of their new £1.9 million base. 

The modern complex has replaced the station on Fairfield Drive, built in 1957, 
which bosses said had become outdated. 

It has been designed as a ‘community hub’ to enable rooms to be used not just by fire¬ 
fighters but also by community groups. 

The station will also be used for training and safety awareness sessions and has been fit¬ 



ted with the latest technology to ensure cre ws can attend 999 calls 

There are 11 firefighters based at the sta¬ 
tion. 

Station manager at Kinver Liam Hickey 
said: “The fire and rescue service has 
changed significantly since the old station 
was built in the 1950s and the new facility 
reflects those changes. 

“The modern station will allow us to 
provide the first-class emergency response 
cover that our communities expect and de¬ 
serve. 

“It is also much more inclusive of local 
people who will be able to access our com¬ 
munity rooms and have a greater level of 
contact with the firefighters, as well as the 
prevention and protection teams. 


ossible. 


Safety 


“Crews and community safety officers will 
be able to interact more closely with mem¬ 
bers of the community and will hold safety 
sessions which local people will be invited 
to attend.” 

The station is one 10 being rebuilt across 
the county by Staffordshire Fire and Res¬ 
cue Service as part of the £45million second 
phase of a redevelopment project. 

It has been estimated that more than 200 
groups such as charities and public sector 
organisations will use community space in 
the new fire stations when they are com¬ 
pleted. 

New stations have already opened in Ru- 
geley and at Chase Terrace in Burntwood. 
Others being rebuilt include Stone, Codsall, 
Penkridge and Lichfield. 

Each is being equipped with hi-tech facil¬ 
ities such as new computer systems while 


Firefighters Steve Redfern, Lee Smart 
and Elliott Stokes celebrate the open¬ 
ing of the new Kinver fire station 

they will also have space for more commu¬ 
nity activities such as student firefighter 
courses. 

The first phase of the project, which will 
see a total of £90m invested, saw three addi¬ 
tional stations developed and seven stations 
replaced. 


fe Your Old Suite:! 

Looking a little tired and worn??? 1 ^ 


• 35 Years Experience 

• All Work Guaranteed 

• iooo’s of Fabrics 

• Prompt Efficent Service 

• Discount for OAP’s 


FCiiLlIeU;MOLST®f^IMO 

FREE 



Sofa Style 

Chatsworth House, 

Hayes Lane, Lye, 

Nr Stourbridge DYo 8RD 

stimates 01384892018 

www.sofastyleupholstery.co.uk 

VISA 


Open Mon - Saturday 10am - 4pm 
*ASK FOR DETAILS 



WORLD FAMOUS... SETTLE TO CARLISLE BY STEAM - WED 25th MARCH 


From: Kidderminster, Stourbridge, Rowley Regis, Tame Bridge, 

Walsall, Cannock, Hednesford, Rugeley, Stafford, Crewe, 

Warrington, Wigan and Preston 

Travel by Vintage Diesel in beautifully restored Mkl 
carriages to Preston. Then we pick up steam, the journey 
begins, via Pendle Hill and Clitheroe, from Hellifield we head 
into North Yorks for a breath-taking journey on to settle 
along the Settle to Carlisle Railway, climbing through Blea — ' | • 
Moor and across the world renowned Ribblehead Viaduct 
before plunging through a tunnel for the 'Pheasant Run’ then 
through Dentdale, Kirkby Stephen and beautiful Appleby, 

bookonline: www.compassrail.co.uk 

TELEPHONE: 0844 8503136 Mon - Fri 


crossing borders into Cumbria and through the picturesque 
Eden Valley. You will have a couple of hours to explore 
the beautiful town of Carlisle, with its many shops, bars 
and eateries. Alternatively take a stroll round the castle, 
museums, cathedral or the Tullie House Museum. 


FARES (RETURN) 

Standard Adult £79 Child £59 
First Class £139 

Premier Dining £199 


C MPASS 






































































Injured had to 
be cut out of car 

TWO injured men had to be cut from a 
badly damaged Ford Fiesta after a two car 
crash near Coseley. 

The Fiesta was in collision with an Audi 
A3 on Birmingham New Road between its 
junctions with Spring Road and the Black 
Country Route. 

The out of Wolverhampton carriageway 
was blocked for over an hour as fire crews, 
paramedics and police dealt with the inci¬ 
dent that occurred around 7pm last Friday. 

Shocked 

Firefighters from Bilston, Merridale 
Street and Dudley stations removed the 
side of Fiesta to rescue the two male occu¬ 
pants, one of whom was feared to be badly 
hurt. 

The woman in the Audi was shocked but 
was believed to have only minor injuries. 

All three people were attended by par¬ 
amedics and taken to hospital for further 
assessment. 


2,000 jobs a year needed in 
West Midlands construction 


A BOOM in construction is set to 
create more than 2,000 new jobs a 
year in the West Midlands between 
now and 2019, according to a report. 

They are part of an estimated 224,000 
new jobs that will be created nationwide 
over the next five years, says the Construc¬ 
tion Industry Training Board (CITB). 

The estimate of more than 40,000 new jobs 
needed every year is 8,000 more than previously 
predicted. 

According to the report, private housing is 
set to increase by 4.6 per cent over the next few 
years, while employment is expected to be par¬ 
ticularly strong in Wales and northern England. 


In the West Midlands the CITB is predicting 
2,320 jobs a year will be created, boosted by pro¬ 
jects such as the £500 million redevelopment of 
Birmingham city centre. 

Every year, on average, the industry across 
the region will need to recruit 340 electricians, 
230 bricklayers, 770 workers in carpentry and 
interior fit-out, 220 specialists in ‘building enve¬ 
lopes’ such as roofing and cladding and around 
200 construction process managers. 

Jaguar 

But construction industry growth in the West 
Midlands, at 2.1 per cent a year, is below the ex¬ 
pected rate for the UK as a whole, 2.9 per cent. 

“While house and commercial work is ex¬ 
pected to grow, the CITB is predicting a drop¬ 


off in industrial work over the five years once 
Jaguar Land Rover’s engine factory in Wolver¬ 
hampton is completed. Infrastructure work such 
as road and rail projects is unlikely to see any 
major growth before 2019. 

Steve Radley, the CITB’s director of policy, 
said: “Our forecast shows that construction is 
experiencing a major comeback, with a sustained 
period of growth set to make a positive impact on 
the wider economy. Leisure, infrastructure and 
housing are all driving growth, but this brings 
with it new challenges in meeting skills demand. 

“Government can help employers to develop 
the next generation of workers by sending out 
a clear signal that it will make it as simple as 
possible for companies of all sizes to invest in 
apprenticeships.” 


Last chance to 
reward heroes 

TIME is running out for residents to 
nominate unsung community heroes for 
a top civic award. 

Nominations have already been made 
for sporting stars, tenants and resident 
group leaders from the Dudley borough 
for this year’s Mayor’s Civic Awards. 

There are six categories, named after 
borough greats, and include the Duncan 
Edwards award for sport, Cedric Hard- 
wicke award for arts, Frank Foley award 
for community spirit, Thomas Attwood 
award for education, Mike Holder award 
for business and the William Shenstone 
award for the environment. 

Residents can nominate someone online 
at www.dudley.gov.uk/civicawards or call 
01384 817449 for a form. 

Completed forms should be sent in by 
February 9. 
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Vintage road roller 
makes return home 


Museum engineer Jim Pease gives old Nelly a spin 

A STEAMROLLER used for levelling the Black Country’s 
roads a century ago has returned home. 

The six-ton road roller has been loaned to the Black 
Country Living Museum by owner Carol Colvin, who lives 
in Northamptonshire. 

Following the death of her husband Douglas - who af¬ 
fectionately named it ‘Nelly’ - she decided a loan to the 
museum in Dudley was what he would have wanted. 

“It was his pride and joy,” she said. “My husband always 
had a passion for steam, and when he saw it he fell in love. 
We spent many hours talking over whether to buy it. We 
couldn’t come to a decision, so in the end we flipped a coin 
and that was it. 

“When he passed we used the chimney to spread the 
ashes near where we lived, as that is something we had 
often joked about.” 

The steamroller dates back to 1911 and was once the 
property of Tipton Council. The now defunct authority pur¬ 
chased it with a £438 bank loan, around £50,000 in today’s 
money. It can reach a speed of up to four miles-per-hour. 

Police are to reveal 
blueprint for future 

THE blueprint for the future of West Midlands Police will 
be unveiled next month. 

The force will release the initial results of its partnership 
with Accenture, launched in August last year in a perfor¬ 
mance related five year deal that could see the consultancy 
firm paid £25 million. 

The first link up with the private sector in its 40 year 
history is aimed at finding new ways of saving money with¬ 
out compromising the fight against crime. It is intended to 
make better use of data and technology while also reducing 
costs. 

A report to the force’s Strategic Policing and Crime 
Board meeting this week, chaired by Crime Commis¬ 
sioner David Jamieson, reveals that the blueprint will be 
presented in March. The report concluded: “The detailed 
cases for change will be made and documented before any 
funding is committed.” 


Merry Hill’s BIGGEST Leather Sale! 

The William & Sons Winter Sale will be ending soon! This FINAL weekend we’ve 
got some extra special deals in our Signature Collection of leather sofas, chairs & corner 
groups. There’s also huge sale reductions off all other items throughout our 35,000 sq. ft. 
superstore, including all the leading brand names! You can buy now, pay nothing 
for at least 6 months and then spread the payments totally interest free!* 



are 100°/o real leather. 


■ Low sale prices... ■ Pay nothing for at least 6 months... ■ 0°/o interest free credit 




Level Street 
Merry Hill, Dudley 
West Midlands 
DY51UA 

T. 01384 77444 
www.williamandsons.co.uk 


0. Representative Example: Cash Price £675. Deposit £175. Total Amount of Credit £500. Durat 
1 1 -l ilahle nn request. Subject to status. Offer not available on clearance it A " " 


OPENING TIMES: 

Monday to Friday 10-5.30pm 
Saturday 10-6pm 
Sunday 11-5pm 


PRICE 

MATCH 

PROMISE 


We’ll not be 
beaten on price! 

. That’s our promise , 
to you! 
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★ 


What'$ In 

★ ★ ★ 


★ 


★ Feb-MarU 


Lea r n i n g Lf* Li fe 

to to 


\ __ ■ f A ★ The Wordsley School ★ 

^ | ^ Brierley Hill Road, Wordsley Stourbridge, West Midlands. DY8 5SP 

OVER 20 YEARS OPERATING AS A SWIM SCHOOL AND ADULT EDUCATION PROVIDER ★ 


NEW CLASSES STARTING IN 
FEBRUARY 


PHOTOSHOP - AN INTRODUCTION (2) 

Students need to have prior knowledge or have attended the 
previous course 

Mon 23 Feb. 09.30-11.30. 5 wks £45.00# 

ITALIAN: BEGINNERS 

Mon 23 Feb. 12.00-14.00. 5 wks. £32.50# 

GETTING THE MOST FROM YOUR 
ANDROID SMARTPHONE: 

Mon 23 Feb. 12.00-14.00 5 wks. £45.00# 

AN INTRODUCTION TO FAMILY 

HISTORY 

Mon 23 Feb. 14.30-16.30 5 wks. £45.00# 

ARABIC 

Mon 23 Feb. 17.00-18.30. 5 wks. £26.25# 

FOLK ART 

Mon 23 Feb. 19.00-21.00 3 wks. £27.00# 

CREATIVE WRITING 

Mon 23 Feb. 19.00-21.00. 5 wks. £35.00# 

MASTERING YOUR ANDROID TABLET 

Mon 23 Feb. 19.00-21.00 5 wks. £45.00# 

COMPUTING SKILLS: INTERNET 

AND E-MAIL 

Tues 24 Feb. 14.30-16.30 3 wks. £27.00# 
or Tues 24 Feb. 19.00-21.00 3 wks. £27.00# 

HAIRDRESSING FOR BEGINNERS 

Thurs 26 Feb. 14.30-16.30.3 wks. £27.00# 

SEWING MADE SIMPLE 

Thurs 26 Feb. 18.00-20.00. 5 wks. £32.50# 

FREE TO BE ME 

Thurs 26 Feb.19.00-21.00 5 wks. £35.00# 

FACE PAINTING & GLITTER TATTOOS 

Beg:Thurs 26 Feb. 19.00-21.00 5 wks £40.00# 

(Concession price £13.75) 


NEW CLASSES STARTING IN MARCH 


HOW TO ALTER CLOTHES TO FIT 

Fri 27 Feb. 09.30-12.30 3 hrs £20.00 

WIRE WRAPPED JEWELLERY MAKING 

Tues 3 Mar. 12.00-14.00 3 wks. £27.00# 

HOW TO USE A SEWING MACHINE 

Beg:Tues 3 Mar. 09.30-11.30. 3 wks. £27.00# 

CANAL ART—IMPROVERS 

Tues 3 Mar. 12.00-14.00 3 wks £27.00# 

ESSENTIAL FRENCH PHRASES 

Basic level course to learn useful french phrases for your 
holidays. 

Thurs 5 Mar. 18.00-19.00 3 wks. £13.50# 


Are you interested in becoming an adult 
education tutor? Learning4Life are 
always looking for new and exciting 
class ideas. If you would like to find out 
more, please call Julie on 01384 816043. 


LEARNING4LIFE 
SWIM SCHOOL 


Booked your summer holidays? 
Get your children ready for the fun in 
the pool with swimming lessons at 
Learning4Life. 

• Open 7 days a week 

• Variety of class times 
available 

• Friendly teachers 

• Free parking on site 

• All levels from non-swimmers 
to Advanced 

Book 5 weeks of lessons 
get 1 lesson free. 

Lessons start 23rd February 2015 

£17.00 for 5 weeks 

Call to book or for more information. 


JOIN THESE EXISTING CLASSES 
Classes have already started but you can 
still enrol 


CHANCE TO DANCE FIT 

Tues 24 Feb. 20.00-21.00 


5 wks. £17.50# 


PILATES—Improvers 

Tues 24 Feb. 19.00-20.00. 5 wks. £17.50 

Wed 25 Feb. 18.30-19.30. 5 wks. £17.50 

Thurs 26 Feb. 19.05-20.05. 5 wks. £17.50 

Thurs 26 Feb. 20.10-21.10. 5 wks. £17.50 


FITNESS YOGA 

Tues 24 Feb. 


20.05-21.05. 5 wks. £17.50 


FRENCH LANGUAGE 

Please note that this course teaches you to write and converse 
in French and includes tuition in grammar 

Improvers: Tues. 24 Feb. 19.00-21.00. 5 wks. £32.50# 

Inters: Mon. 23 Feb. 19.00-21.00. 5 wks. £32.50# 

Advanced: Thurs 26 Feb. 19.00-21.00. 5 wks. £32.50# 

UPHOLSTERY suitable for all levels 

Mon 23 Feb. 19.00-21.00. 5 wks. £35.50# 

Tues 24 Feb. 12.00-14.00. 5 wks. £35.50# 

Wed 25 Feb. 12.00-14.00. 5 wks. £35.50# 


PATCHWORK - 

Mon 23 Feb. 
Wed 14 Jan. 


Improvers 

19.00-21.00 

14.30-16.30 


5 wks. £35.50# 
5 wks. £35.50# 


COMMUNITY SESSIONS 


Weekly pay as you go 
sessions 


ADULT SWIMMING: Mon. 12.30-13.15, Tues. 19.00-20.00, 
Thurs. 19.00-20.00. All £3.00 


AQUAFIT: 


FITNESS SWIM 

for 10-19 yrs olds 

INFORMATION? 


Wed. 12.30-13.15, Fri.12.30-13.15. £3.00. 
Wed. 19.00-20.00, Sun. 9.00-10.00. £4.00 
Mon. 18.00-18.45. £3.00 


07963 986672 

E-mail: l4lcommunitygroup@hotmail.co.uk 


FAMILY LEARNING 

The price includes a place for one adult (aged over 19) and a child. 


TEACH YOUR CHILD TO SWIM Children 18 mths^fyrs 

Fri 17 April. 10.30-11.15. Ilwks. £41.25# 

DAD & CHILD—MOTHERS DAY WORKSHOP 

7-11 Mon 9 Mar. 15.45-17.15. 1.5hrs. £5.00 


EASTER CRAFT WORKSHOP 

Mon 16 Mar. 15.45-17.15. 


Ages 6-10 

1.5hrs. £5.00 


PLAY THE GUITAR FOR CHILDREN (8YRS+) 

Beg (1) Mon 23 Feb. 16.45-17.45 5 wks. £45.75 
Beg (2) Mon 23 Feb. 17.45-18.45 5 wks. £45.75 


REGISTER NOW 
FOR APRIL 


AN APPLE A DAY KEEPS THE FEAR AWAY 
Learn to master your Apple I-Pad. Mac or Phone 
Tues 6 May. 09.30-11.30. 6 wks. £54.00# 
Please note there will be no class on 26/5/15. 

MINDFULNESS 

Mind-body approach to overcome negative thoughts & stress 

Thurs 7th May. 12.15-13.15 5 wks. £22.50# 

LEARN TO SCULPT IN STONE 

Thurs 7th May. 19.00-21.00 6 wks. £54.00# 
Please note there will be no class on 28/05/15 

BUYING AND SELLING ON E-BAY 

Start your spring clean & sell those unwanted items 
Wed 3rd Jun. 09.30-11.30. 4 wks. £36.00# 


QUALIFICATIONS 


DUDLEY INDUCTION TRAINING FOR 
POOLSIDE ASSISTANTS 

Fri 27 Mar. 19.00-12.00 3 hrs. £19.20 
Mon 15 Jun. 09.00-12.00 3 hrs. £19.20 

EMERGENCY FIRST AID 

Tues 27 Apr. 09.00-16.00 1 day. £38.40 

PAEDIATRIC FIRST AID 

Fri 8 May. 09.00-13.00 1/2 day. £25.60 

LEVEL 2 AWARD FOOD SAFETY IN CATERING 

Thurs 7 May. 1 7.30-21.00 2 wk. £48.00 


Did you know that you can hire our facilities? 

Our hall, swimming pool, gym and football pitches are 
available for hourly, one off and regular bookings. 
For more information, call us on 01384 816043 


FvirxJeO by 

Skills 

Funding 

Agency 



Reduced Fees: Where you see this # sign the course is 
supported by The Skills Funding Agency. If you are in 
receipt of certain benefits fees are reduced to 25%. Price in 
brackets () includes additional costs. 

Course Dates: Courses are suspended during 16th -22nd 
Feb. 2015 unless stated otherwise 

This programme is subject to change : particularly if we 
are unable to recruit minimum class numbers. 

A Accreditation fee included where you see this sign. 

Whilst every effort is made to ensure that this programme 
and the pricing is accurate at the time of publication, 
changes and errors may occur. We reserve the right to 
amend details as required. 



* ★ Tel.01384 816043. *,»„ 

^ studentservices@learning4life.co.uk ^ 
www.learning4life.wordsley.net 


Mon. to Fri. 9.00 -13.00 


UJ 


Dudley 























Poppy display in library 
is choir’s war memorial 


A POPPY memorial to those who 
died in the First World War has been 
placed on a library wall thanks to 
the creative efforts of a choir and 
orchestra. 

Stourbridge Orchestra and Choir 
has created a display of poppies com¬ 
memorating the war dead, which has 
been installed on the wall at Stour¬ 
bridge Library in the Crown Centre. 

The memorial on the second floor 
features more than 100 poppies 
collected from a number of organi¬ 
sations, including Stourbridge Girl 
Guides, the U3A Crochet Group, 
Wollaston Crochet Group, members 
Stourbridge Orchestra and others. 

Dr Mollie Berry, spokesperson for 
the orchestra, said the art work took 


five hours to assemble once all the 
poppies had arrived. It had created 
a lot of interest when it was put on 
display at a concert. 

She said: “We wanted to create an 
illustration and get local people in¬ 
volved to try and teach them about 
Stourbridge during the First World 
War.” 

Concert 

The choir was already in existence 
during the 1914-18 war, having been 
formed in 1884, and it currently has 
30 members. 

The next choir and orchestra’s 
next concert will be at the Ruskin 
Glass Centre in Amblecote on Feb¬ 
ruary 28, starting at 6.30pm. 



Mollie Berry and Philip Bartram, of Stourbridge Choir and Orchestra, with the Wall of Poppies at the library 


Half-term action 
includes roller disco 

A ROLLER and water disco, gymnastics, arts and crafts 
are among the activities being held at a leisure centre 
over the February half-term holiday. 

Staff at the Crystal Leisure Centre, in Bell Street, 
Stourbridge, will be hosting the events from February 
16 to 22. 

The swimming pool, which has slides, waves and rap¬ 
ids will be open every day and there will be a bondi-beat 
water disco on February 20 from 6.30pm to 9pm. 

Youngsters can also get their skates on for Jerry’s 
Roller Disco on Monday 16. There are two sessions from 
1.30pm to 3pm and 3pm to 4.30pm. 

It costs £4 per session or £5 for both. Skates can also 
be hired for 50p. Booking is not required. 

Hour-long trampolining sessions are running for chil¬ 
dren aged five to 15 on February 17 at 10am and 11am 
for beginners and on Friday 21 at 3.30pm. 

For more information visit www.dudley.gov.uk/sport 


Village will 
host music 
festival 
for hospices 


A THREE-DAY music festival featuring 
bands, choirs and solo acts will be staged 
at venues across a village near Stourbridge 

Organisers say it will be the biggest musical event 
ever staged in Kinver with most of the village’s 
pubs, community halls and schools hosting gigs and 
concerts. 

A wide range of genres will be performed across the 


three-day event which is ex¬ 
pected to bring crowds mu¬ 
sic-lovers into the village. 

It has been created by 
members of the village’s Ro¬ 
tary Club alongside organis¬ 
ers of last year’s successful 
Kinver Music event. 

The festival will be held 
from July 10 to 12. 

Blues, pop, rock, jazz, 
country and folk sessions 
will be held at pubs and 
other venues on both the 
Friday and Sunday with 
organisers expecting large 
crowds to attend. 

Details of performers, 
times and locations have 
not yet been finalised and 
musicians who would like to 
perform during the festival 
still have time to express an 
interest. 

Spectacular 

The centrepiece of the 
festival will be the Rotary 
Club’s Saturday Spectacu¬ 
lar. 

It will feature a brass 
band, choirs, a traditional 
Irish band and other acts 
who will perform through¬ 
out the evening at different 
venues. 

Edgecliff School, Kin¬ 
ver Methodist Church and 
Church Hall, St Peter’s 
Church and the Kinver 
Sports and Community As¬ 
sociation will host concerts 
as part of the spectacular. 


By Lee Watton. 

A laser show has been 
planned as the finale. 

Proceeds from the three- 
day event will be split be¬ 
tween Stourbridge’s Mary 
Stevens Hospice and Acorns 
Children’s Hospice. 

An accordion recital held 
during the event will also 
raise funds for the village’s 
Chernobyl Children’s char¬ 
ity. 

Spokesman Mike Death- 
ridge said: “Following the 
theme of last year’s success¬ 
ful music event, free live 
music will be playing at ven¬ 
ues throughout the village 
on Friday and Sunday. 

“These performances will 
sandwich the Rotary Club’s 
Saturday Spectacular which 
will emulate the memorable 
Musical Extravaganza of a 
few years ago. 

“The festival as a whole 
will host a massive vari¬ 
ety of performers that will 
cater for everybody’s taste 
in music.” 

Last year’s event saw per¬ 
formers take to the stage in 
pubs, cafes, restaurants and 
a church. 

It has served as the inspi¬ 
ration for this year’s larger 
event. 


Sewer work aims 
to prevent flooding 

WORK on a £300,000 scheme aimed at preventing flooding 
at homes in Halesowen has begun. 

New larger sewers and three rainwater storage tanks are 
being installed in Manor Lane by Severn Trent Water. The 
project is expected to be completed by the end of March 

Severn Trent engineer Ben Gannon said: “During times 
of heavy rain, several homes in the Manor Lane area of 
Halesowen can be affected by surface water flooding and 
more are at risk. 

Horrible 

“This is a horrible thing to happen to anyone and we 
want to do everything we can to protect our customers 
from this. The new sewers are a significant investment, 
which will improve local drainage, protecting homes and 
the environment, and helping to prevent pollution.” 
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Replacement 


Kitchen Doors 


THIS FEBRUARY SAVE UPTf 

Of 
/O 


For all Kitchen Lovers until 14th feb! 


Save about 60% when compared to the cost of a 
new kitchen and the results are quite simply - 
amazing! 


Put the ‘Love’ but back into your Kitchen 
with made to measure Doors that look 
as good as a whole new kitchen BUT 
without all the hassle! (and you’ll save 
about 60% too!) 



Call free today for 
the biggest savings 
0800 088 7044 


Keep your units - we'll make the New Doors 
Ml Doors Made to Measure 
Change Worktops, Sinks, Taps etc (easily) 
Get that Fresh New Look 
Most jobs can be done in 1 day! 


This February, buy five or more replacement kitchen 
doors and we’ll give you FREE Worktops or the 
Cornice, Pelmets and Plinths absolutely FREE! You 
choose, ask your advisor for more details today! Act 
now to SAVE BIG! 

Five Local Showrooms 
ALL OPEN TODA 




I 


Monday to Friday 
10am - 5.30pm 
Saturday: 10am - 
Closed Sunday 


Easy to find 

Free & Easy to park! 


No.1 SINCE 2005 

Irirlfltir 


Showroom: Unit 8 Wordsley Green Shopping Centre Stourbridge 01384 293654/660665 www.imore.co.uk 
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WintE^ 

warmth 

Living in a cold home can 
affect your health and wellbeing 

Each winter people are dying as a 
result of being too cold in their homes 

People of all ages are at risk 

Call Dudley's winter warmth service on 

01384 817086 


Dudley 

Metropolitan Borough Council J 


Winter warmth 
support 

keep warm, keep well 


NHS 


Marching towards a new career 



Event organiser Corporal Dan Harper with visitor Kieran Ward and Dudley Jobcentre Plus adviser Elaine Palmer 

NEARLY 300 jobseekers packed out a civilian and military people as around 30 companies, agencies and education 
careers fair — the first event of its kind staged at an army groups showcased what they have to offer. Among those 
reserve centre in Dudley. with stands were National Express, GMS Group, Dudley 

Members of D Squadron (Dudley) of the Royal Yeomanry Council, Dudley College, the regular and reserve Army, 
joined forces with Jobcentre Plus to organise the fai at the Navy and Royal Air Force. The fair was suggested by army 
Army Reserve Centre, in Vicar Street. It attracted 275 reservist Corporal Dan Harper, of Rowley Regis. 


Befriending help needed 


VOLUNTEERS are needed to 
support a befriending service 
launched by Dudley Council 
to help vulnerable people in 
the borough. 

The scheme aims to provide one-to- 
one and group assistance to housing 
tenants who are lonely, isolated or fac¬ 
ing difficulties. 

It aims to help people gain a more 
positive outlook by becoming more 


involved in society, such as attending 
a group, gaining a new interest and 
making friends. The scheme has been 
developed by the council’s housing 
support team. 

Informal 

Volunteers are needed to provide 
friendly, informal support to the ser¬ 
vice users. Where possible a volunteer 
is matched with someone who has sim¬ 
ilar interests. 


Dudley Council housing boss Coun¬ 
cillor Gaye Partridge said: “The be¬ 
friending service was launched last 
July and has already made a positive 
impact upon people’s lives If anyone 
has any spare time they could dedicate 
to this project I would urge them to get 
in touch. It is very rewarding.” 

Befrienders must be at least 18 
and checks will be made. Training is 
provided. Call 07827 873394 or email 
stayconnected@dudley.gov.uk 



VISIONCENTRE 

Over 600 frames in stock 


COMPLETE 

GLASSES 

from only £19 


TWO for ONE 


Waterfront Vision Centre: 113 Dudley Road, Brierley Hill, West Midlands DY5 1 HD Tel: 01384 671530 

Open Monday - Thursday 9.30 - 6pm Friday & Sat 9.30 - 4pm 


NHS vouchers accepted (over 16s only) 

Designer brands including D&G, Armani, Rayban, Ted Baker and more 
Bring along your optical prescription 


OVER 22 YEARS' EXPERIENCE 


FREE customer parking 


□ 


Find us on 

facebook 





















'Soap 


SAVE MONEY ON YOUR FUEL BILLS 
WITH OUR ENERGY RATED WINDOWS 

JANUARY SALE 

UPVC SALE 6 FLAT 
A RATED WINDOWS 
ANY SIZE 

£ 1599.00 fitted 

Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 

mum [sues? mm 0* mm 

WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY GENUINE WRITTEN QUOTE 



Free Design service 

10 yr Insurance 
back guarantee 

High security locks 

Energy saving 
windows & doors 

All built and 
installed by our 
own fitters 


COMPOSITE DOORS 


UPVC DOORS 


BEDFORD 


KENT 


CAMBRIDGE WHITE 

LEVER HANDLE - CLEAR/ 
PATTERN OR CLEAR GLASS 


YELLING 


QUEENS INVERTED NEEDINGWORTH 


SPECIAL 

OFFER 

PVC 

DOOR 

from 

£385 

fitted 




• |i. 1 

-f _ 

r — 




£599 

£599 

FITTED 

FITTED 






A FAMILY RUN 
BUSINESS 

VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE 

NO HIDDEN 
EXTRAS 

VERY 

COMPETITIVE 

PRICE 


C€ 


I nlfhlL^' : 


onditions apply 


ALL AREAS COVERED 01384 234170/01384 429152 

UNIT 26 THORNLEIGH INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, DUDLEY DY2 8UB 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE WWW.MIDLANDUPVC.CO.UK 


synseal certass 

MwSdb 

All major cards accepted Visa/Mastercard. No fees charged . 


midlandupvc@live.co.uk 

OFFICE HOURS Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm 
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offers you the 
to enjoy 
worry-free 
motoring 


Breakdown 
cover and 
insurance 
included 


To find out how 
Motability can help 
you, talk to our 
specialist today. 


Motability 


TRAVEL PREMIUM CLASS 


MOKK A EXCLUSIV 


1.6. sun/stop fwu 

• tft wUflt 

• ttfijraf fNd'««r WNrt 

• OuK'^etHtllffK ClMltfK IMlUOl 

• CO/MP JCU 

i* 011 k rt 

• Mf*f mi 

)at >) r cntratt 

• Auunulic UVtlMQ lortx id 



T Wall Kingswinford 

High Street 
West Midlands 

01384 288 333 

www.twallvauxhall.co.uk 


Stourbridge Motor House 

47 High Street 
West Midlands 

01384 447 970 

www.stourbridgemotorhouse.co.uk 


VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 
emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range (excl. Ampera): Urban: 12.7 (22.3) - 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 23.9 (11.8) - 
94.2 (3.0), Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 88.3 (3.2). C0 2 emissions: 373 - 85g/km.# 


#0fficial EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and 
other non-technical factors. Vehicles shown for illustrative purposes only, and may be fitted with optional equipment. Brilliant paint, metallic or 
pearlescent two-coat paint and parking distance sensors included with each lease. Tri-coat premium paint available at extra cost. The facilities 
offered are for the hire (bailment) of goods. The Motability Contract Hire Scheme is administered by Motability Operations Limited (Registered 
Company No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London, SE1 9HB. Offer valid 1 January - 31 March 2015. To qualify you must 
be in receipt of the Higher Rate Mobility Component of the Disability Living Allowance, the Enhanced Rate Mobility Component of the Personal 
Independence Payment, the War Pensioners' Mobility Supplement or the Armed Forces Independence Payment which will be taken in lieu of the 
four weekly rental. Full written details, including terms and conditions, are available on request. All information correct at time of going to press. 


musicians and dancers 


Impressive 

An Evening of Music and Dance, 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham 

THE annual showcase brings Bir¬ 
mingham Royal Ballet’s musicians 
out of the orchestra pit and onto the 
stage of this premier venue for clas¬ 
sical music. 

Under the baton of Koen Kessels, 
the sinfonia impressed a full house 
with its vigour on Espana by Chabrier, 
a tender Intermezzo from Mascagni’s 
Cavalleria Rusticana and Ravel’s rous¬ 


ing La Valse. Dance took centre stage 
with excerpts leaving the audience 
eagerly anticipating BRB’s season at 
Birmingham Hippodrome. 

Compere David Bintley, BRB direc¬ 
tor, put the greasepaint on for the first 
time in years for a witty cameo as the 
toymaker in Coppelia. Momoko Hirata 
was a delight as the impish doll. 

It was encouraging seeing stars of 
tomorrow, students from Elmhurst 
School of Dance in Edgbaston. To¬ 


day’s stars Celine Gittens and Tyrone 
Singleton were powerful and elegant 
in the Black Swan pas de deux from 
Swan Lake. Elisha Willis and Iain 
Mackay blended glamour and strength 
in Act II pas de deux from Cinderella. 

World premieres included Ruth 
Brill’s charming Matroyoshka, danced 
to Shostakovich’s Jazz Suite No.2, 
with a sinuous Samara Downs, and 
Bintley’s latest fine tuning of the Four 
Seasons from Cinderella. LB 


Haunting 
sound by 
Lowings 

Kim Lowings 
& The Greenwood 
The Woodman Folk Club, 
Kingswinford 

KIM Lowings has a gor¬ 
geous voice but occasionally 
she seems hesitant to let it 
off the leash, however, even 
on a low burner her singing 
is a delight. 

One thing which is clearly 
discernible is how she and 
The Greenwood have gelled 
as a group to where they 
produce a wonderfully har¬ 
monious and almost signa¬ 
ture sound. 

Kim’s gentle strumming 
of the dulcimer comple¬ 
ments her voice perfectly. 
She presents such a sweet 
and petite figure from where 
you would never think a 
voice of such passion and 
power could emanate. 

With Dave Sutherland, 
Tim Rogers and Andrew- 
Lowings they created a 
haunting sound on tracks 
such as Monsoon and Phoe¬ 
nix. There were times where 
she sounded not unlike the 
great June Tabor as her 
singing found the deeper 
notes. 

The Stourbridge outfit is 
also putting together their 
second album. DF 


REVIEWS 



Brian Conley takes centre stage as Phineas Taylor Barnum in circus musical Barnum 

Roll up for a spectacular show 
that returns in the summer 


Barnum, Grand Theatre, 
Wolverhampton 

ROLL up for the greatest circus musical. 

Cy Coleman and Michael Stewart’s Bar¬ 
num was a hit in the 1980s. It’s a favourite 
of impresario Cameron Mackintosh, who 
perhaps feels a kinship with the great 19th 
Century American showman PT Barnum. 
It is Mackintosh who is behind this revival. 

The fun starts before curtain up with 
jugglers and acrobats mingling with the 
audience, before original flim-flam man, 
Phineas Taylor Barnum, takes centre stage. 

Brian Conley is perfectly cast as the ex¬ 
trovert showman, joking with the audience 


and performing tricks and a wire-walking 
act. He can also handle the poignant mo¬ 
ments. His gravel voice meant some of 
Stewart’s witty lyrics were lost but overall 
Conley’s performance, like Barnum him¬ 
self, was a triumph of chutzpah. 

The choreography by a gymnastic cast, 
particularly Mikey Jay-Heath as a dynamic 
‘tiny’ Tom Thumb, was first class. 

The public are probably dimly aware of 
Come Follow The Band, the other songs are 
pleasant but forgettable, failing to match 
the spectacular production. Barnum returns 
to the region at Birmingham Hippodrome 
from July 7 to August 1. LB 


The Honda range, 

available from Nil Advance Payment 


HONDA 

The Power of Dreams 



XM: 




ill 


CK-V from 1WV Advance Payment. 


Civic from Nil Advance Payment. 



~ % 


% 



\ 


Civic Tourer from £499 Advance Payment. 


Jazz from Nil Advance Payment. 


Motability 

offers you the 
ability to enjoy 
worry-free 
motoring 


Breakdown 
cover and 
insurance 
included 


A new 
car 
every 


3 


years 


( BRINDLEY HONDA 

^ l 124 Dudley Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3NS 

Vwli Call 0121 696 4746orvisitwww.halesowen-honda.co.uk 

Fuel consumption figures for the Honda range in mpg (l/100km): Urban Cycle 23.2 - 70.6 (12.2 - 4.0), Extra Urban 40.4 - 85.6 (7.0 - 3.3), Combined 
32.5 - 78.5 (8.7 - 3.6). C0 2 emissions 201 - 94g/km. Fuel consumption figures sourced from official EU-regulated laboratory test results, are provided 
for comparison purposes and may not reflect real-life driving experience. 

Models Shown: Jazz 1.4 i-VTECES Plus Manual in Milano Red Non-Metallic, Civic 1.4 i-VTECS Manual in Milano Red Non-Metallic, Civic Tourer 1.8 i-VTECS Manual in Milano Red Non-Metallic and CR-V 2.0 i-VTECS 
Manual 2WD in optional Passion Red Pearl. Terms and Conditions: Nil Advanced Payment offer on Jazz 1.4 i-VTECES Plus Manual and Civic 1.4 i-VTECS Manual, £499 Advanced Payment offer on Civic Tourer 1.8i-VTEC 
S Manual, £999 Advanced Payment offer on CR-V 2.0 i-VTEC S Manual 2WD. All offers are correct at the time of going to print however Honda (UK) reserves the right to change this offer at anytime. Models subject 
to availability. Written details available on request. The facilities offered are for the hire of goods. The scheme is available to recipients of the Higher Rate Mobility Component of the Disability Living Allowance or 
War Pensioners Mobility Supplement. To qualify forthis offer you must be in receipt of a minimum of 12 months allowance. Valid for applications between 1 January 2015 to 31 March 2015 to Motability Operations 
Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB. Promoter is Honda Motor Europe Limited trading as Honda (UK) at Cain Road, Bracknell, Berkshire RG121HL. 


To find out how 
Motability can help 
you, talk to our 
specialist today. 

#1 Motability 

™ ^ The leading car scheme for disabled people 

















SUAAMERHILL 

Kitchens & Bathrooms 


P&b 


NOW ON 


21 



Astracast 11/2 Bowl Stainless Steel Sink Chrome 
or Brushed Steel 

Designer Sink Tap (valued at £305 RRP) 


BRADLEY STREET PENSNETT DY5 4RJ Tel: 01384 263626 

OPEN 7 DAYS 9 AM-6 PM MONDAY TO SATURDAY LATE 'TIL 8' FRIDAY, 11AM - 4PM SUNDAY - AMPLE FREE PARKING 
Trust the experts.... 'PRICE PROMISE!' WE PROMISE TO BEAT ANY QUOTE INCLUDING ONLINE Trade Enquiries Welcome 
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Severn Trent 
deal on lowest 
average bills 


SEVERN Trent has agreed 
a five-year settlement that 
will see its customers get¬ 
ting the lowest average 
bills in the UK. 

The company, which 
supplies 4.3 million house¬ 
holds and firms across 
the Midlands and parts of 
Wales, has agreed terms 
with water regulator 
Ofwat that will see it cut 
bills, pump money into 
maintaining its network 
and still allow for healthy 
dividends for shareholders. 

Severn Trent says water 
bills will fall in real terms 
over the next five years 
and by 2020 will be around 
£60 below the industry av¬ 
erage. 

In 2016 a combined 
water and sewerage bill 
will fall to an average of 
£329, from £333. 

The company says its 


customers are already ben¬ 
efiting from six consecu¬ 
tive years of the lowest UK 
water bills. 

Severn Trent said it was 
also making provision to 
help four times as many 
customers who struggle to 
pay their bill over the next 
five years. 

At the same time it is 
launching its biggest-ever 
five year investment pro¬ 
gramme, worth £6.2 bil¬ 
lion. 

This includes £3.3 billion 
of new work to improve 
service and quality for cus¬ 
tomer, including around 
£30 million to improve 
water quality. 

Severn Trent Water says 
it is also committed to fix¬ 
ing 100 per cent of visible 
leaks within 24 hours and 
cutting interruptions to 
supply by more than half. 


Rail on the rise as trains 
take pressure off roads 


THE number of rail journeys 
made within the West Mid¬ 
lands topped 50 million in 
2013-2014, new figures show. 

The latest statistics from the 
Office of Rail Regulation show 
a 6.6 per cent increase on 2012- 
2013 to 51,052 journeys. 

Journeys between the West Mid¬ 
lands and other regions also rose by 
3.9 per cent to 27,164 and on the most 
popular routes to and from London 
and the North West there were in¬ 
creases of 5.1 per cent. There were 11 
million individual pasengers travelling 
between the West Midlands and Lon¬ 
don and 4.3m for the North West. 

Sandwell Labour councillor Roger 
Horton, who is rail lead on Centro 
— the West Midlands public trans¬ 
port authority — said it was the 13th 
year in a row that there had been an 
increase in rail travel within the West 
Midlands. 


By John Corser 


“It is good news because it means 
less pressure on the roads and is good 
for health because less fumes are com¬ 
ing from cars,” he added. 

Councillor Horton said that the 
train had overtaken the bus as the 
main means of getting people into Bir¬ 
mingham city centre. 

“Over Christmas when there was 
the German market and other special 
events the train companies had to put 
on extra carriages on some services 
into the city,” he said. 

Park 

“There is a growing use of park and 
ride on the rail. It is proving so suc¬ 
cessful we are having difficulty keep¬ 
ing up with it. We are already planning 
to increase park and ride capacity at 
stations like Sandwell and Dudley, 
Rowley Regis and Stourbridge.” 


Rail journeys within the West Mid¬ 
lands have increased annually from 
15,165 a year in 2000-2001. The ma¬ 
jority of journeys (77.7 per cent) in 
2013-2014 started or ended in the 
West Midlands area. 

Every authority within the West 
Midlands, with the exception of Tel¬ 
ford and Wrekin, saw an increase in 
the number of journeys to/from other 
regions compared to 2012-2013. 

Seb Gordonn, spokesman for the 
Rail Delivery Group, which represents 
Network Rail and train operators, 
said: “There is more to do to make 
Britain’s railway even better but new 
and improved services combined with 
good value fares are attracting more 
passengers to travel by train. 

“Passenger numbers have almost 
doubled since the late 1990s contrib¬ 
uting to a five-fold increase in money 
being returned by operators to Gov¬ 
ernment for investment in a better 
railway.” 


Advertisement 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


SALE MUST END _ 

SUNDAY AT 4.30PM 


Suites - Beds - Mattresses - Sofas 

All reduced to a fraction of their normal price 

NO REASONABLE OFFER REFUSED 


Five Spices chef is 
‘people’s favourite’ 



UP TO £1,000 PART EXCHANGE FOR YOUR OLD SUITE 

SOFAS AND CHAIRS MADE TO ORDER, ANY SIZE 

FREE HOME DELIVERY • FREE REMOVAL OF YOUR OLD BED 

LARGE SELECTION OF FABRIC AND LEATHER SUITES 



3 Seater 
Sofa with 
2 Recliner 
Actions 

from £339 




W 



Double Beds 

from 

£179 

Single Beds 

from £99 



Modern Chez 
Settee, Only 
24 available 

£1295 
After p/x 

now £795 


Large Selection of Rise & 
Recliner Chairs in 
Both Fabric and Leather 

from 

£395 


Dreamworld 

furniture 


' 8 Slallings Lane, Kingswinford DY6 7HU LARGE FREE 

Tel: 01384 295660 _ C#RPARK 

Open: Mon-Sat 1 Oam - 5pm 1 Sun 1 0.30am - 4.30pm EZE3 

Three Piece Suites, Chairs, Beds, Carpets, Dining and Bedroom Furniture 


Head chef Saba Choudhury of the Five Spices restau¬ 
rant, between Stourbridge and Belbroughton 

A TANDOORI restaurant is celebrating after its head chef 
was crowned ‘peoples’ favourite chef in the West Midlands. 

Saba Chowdhury, aged 22, has led the kitchen at the 
Five Spices Bangladeshi and Tandoori restaurant, at Hol¬ 
lies Hill, near Belbroughton, since it opened two years ago. 

And now his culinary skills have been recognised at the 
Master Chef Promotions Awards. Having been nominated 
by customers he made it through to a live cook-off at Bir¬ 
mingham South and City College and Saba, from Pleck, 
Walsall, won with his signature dish, a duck curry with 
orange. 

Despite coming up against chefs much older than him¬ 
self, Saba was named the region’s winner at a special 
awards ceremony in Birmingham. He said: “I was a bit 
nervous. This was my first competition and many of the 
other chefs were more experienced..” 

Five Spices manager Sadiq Miah said the whole team was 
proud of Saba’s achievement. 


Village mp calls 
for meeting over 
motorway safety 


AN MP has called on the 
Highways Agency to meet 
him to discuss safety issues 
on the motorway in Staf¬ 
fordshire. 

Traffic heading for the M6 
north and M6 Toll currently 
diverts at the M54 J1 on to 
the A460, past Featherstone 
and Shareshill and then 
through M6 junction 11, 
causing delays, congestion 
and other safety issues, said 
Gavin Williamson, MP for 
South Staffordshire. 

He wants to run through 
potential options to alleviate 
this pressure with Highways 
Agency bosses. 

The Kinver MP said: “It’s 
extremely important that 
we do everything we can to 
ensure that our roads are as 


safe as possible for drivers. 
I urge the Highways Agency 
to meet with me to discuss 
what we can do to reduce 
the accident rate.” 

He added: “If something 
as simple as increasing sig¬ 
nage could improve safety 
on the roads, then we should 
explore this option and come 
to a solution as quickly as 
possible.” 

Staffordshire county 
councillor Michael Law¬ 
rence said: “The Highways 
Agency must provide a solu¬ 
tion to the increasing num¬ 
ber of accidents at J1 M54. 

“Motorway traffic is trav¬ 
elling too fast along the slip 
road and drivers are failing 
to stop and give way to vehi¬ 
cles on the island.” 





































Peace make a lot 
of Happy People 


Album Reviews 


|By Leon Burakowski 


WORCESTERSHIRE band 
Peace have broadened and 
deepened their jangly guitar 
rock sound on their second 
album. 

Whereas 2013’s debut In Love 
burned brightly with exuberance of 
Droitwich/Worcester lads realising that 
they’d created a major buzz on the 
music scene, Happy People (Colum¬ 
bia) — the title ironic given the anxie¬ 
ty often expressed in frontman Harry 
Koisser’s lyrics — sees them living up 
to that promise. The guitars still crash 
and soar superbly but there is added 
groove here, a funky undertow appar¬ 
ent on Lost On Me and Gen Strange, 
edging into 1975 territory 

The title track (lyric sample: “some¬ 
times I feel we’re made out of stone”, 
that anxiety again) is likely to become a 
fans’ favourite especially with Douglas 
Castle’s cascading guitar licks, akin to 
The Edge. Money has a serious swag¬ 
ger as Peace snarl at those obsessed 
with filthy lucre and on I’m A Girl, over 
fuzzy fretwork fireworks, the singer 
laments the baser instincts of men. 

Even Harry’s rap works on the epic 
closer World Pleasure, a loose funky 
rocker that recalls Primal Scream and 
the best of Madchester. 

Now is definitely time to give Peace 
a chance. 

Meghan Trainor comes across as 
an American equivalent to the likes 
of Eliza Doolittle and Pixie Lott with 
her perky pop album Title (Epic). She 
has already proved that she’s no one 
hit wonder, following the ultra-catchy 
All About The Bass with the rap-lite 
hit Lips Are Movin. Mr Almost with its 
Spice Girls feel could well become hit 
number three. 

Some tracks have a retro feel, par- 



Peace are Harry and Samuel Koisser, 
Douglas Castle and Dominic Boyce 

ticularly Close Your Eyes, 60s style bal¬ 
lad What If I, the doo wop sound of My 
Selfish Heart, soul duet Like I’m Gonna 
Lose You with John Legend and the 
rock ‘n’ rolling Dear Future Husband 
(that latter including some lyrics that 
sound like they pre-date feminism). 

See the 24-year-old from Nantucket 
in concert at Birmingham Institute in 
Digbeth on April 11. 

Canadian band The High Dials are 
moody and sometimes magnificent on 
In The A.M. Wilds (Factor) with tracks 
that grow out of atmospheric sound- 
scapes. 

The album is worth checking out if 
you like Interpol, Doves and The Edi¬ 
tors. There is even a hint of Fleetwood 
Mac on Yestergraves and John Foxx on 
Club Stairs. 


If you like The Pierces and such 60s 
West Coast sounds as Jefferson Air¬ 
plane and Buffalo Springfield, check 
out the sun-kissed harmonious pop 
of Merseyside outfit The Sundown¬ 
ers, fronted by Niahm Rowe and Fio¬ 
na Skelly, with Fiona’s brother Alfie on 
lead guitar. 

Tracks like Into The Light and Medi¬ 
cine will appeal to fans of such modern 
neo-psychedelic outfits as Temples, 
Quilt and Tame Impala but they don’t 
quite have the verve of those bands. 

The Wirral quintet are produced on 
their self-titled debut from Skeleton 
Key Records by Fiona and Alfie Skel- 
ly’s brothers in The Coral, who know a 
thing or two about high quality psych- 
folk-pop. The Sundowners will be play¬ 
ing Birmingham city centre’s Sunflower 
Lounge on February 15. 

American troubadour Justin Townes 
Earle, the acoustic guitar strumming 
son of roots rocker Steve Earle, is 
cut from the fabric of classic US folk/ 
country/rock. Fans of Bob Dylan, Van 
Morrison and Tom Petty will find plenty 
to enjoy in his melancholy sound, en¬ 
hanced by the weepy pedal steel guitar 
of Paul Niehaus on his latest album Ab¬ 
sent Fathers (Loose Music). 

There is a nagging sense that good 
as it is, his music is too darn laid-back 
to grab your attention. Round the Bend 
makes a good effort though. 

El/Cherry Red have come up with a 
couple of CDs of easy listening/lounge 
sounds from the 1950s and 60s that 
would be perfect audio backdrops for 
any vintage cocktail party. Mexican 
bandleader Esquivel would simultane¬ 
ously record sections of his orchestra 
in studios a block apart to enhance the 
newfangled stereo sound, as heard on 
two-for-one set Latin-esque/Explor- 
ing New Sounds in Stereo. Film com¬ 
poser Henry Mancini is celebrated on 
28-track compilation Playboy Themes 
featuring the gorgeous Lujon but not 
enough from Breakfast at Tiffany’s. 


0% Finance & Fantastic Offers 
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24 WHAT'S ON 


Stars line-up for 
classic whodunnit 

TV favourites Paul Nich¬ 
olas and Dalziel and Pas- 
coe star Colin Buchanan 
feature in a production 
of Agatha Christie’s And 
Then There Were None at 
Wolverhampton’s Grand 
Theatre this week. 

The play opened on 
Monday and runs until 
Saturday in a production 
that celebrates the 10th 
anniversary of the Agatha 
Christie Theatre Company. 
The whodunnit is set on an 
isolated island where the 
past catches up with the 
guests. 

It also stars Susan Pen- 
haligon from Bouquet of 
Barbed Wire and A Fine 
Romance, Stafford-born ex- 
Blue Peter presenter Mark 
Curry, Emmerdale’s Ver¬ 
ity Rushworth and Frazer 
Hines, plus Ben Nealon 
from Soldier Soldier. 

Comedy favourites 
are on the stage 

MAUREEN Lipman, fond¬ 
ly remembered as the BT 
grannie, will join Gimme 
Gimme Gimme actor 
James Dreyfus in Lindsay 
Posner’s new production 
of 1940s American come¬ 
dy Harvey at Birmingham 
Rep, before heading to the 
West End. The production 
is on in Birmingham until 
February 21. 

The Knights who say 
Ni are back in Brum with 
Spamalot, the musical 
based on Monty Python 
and the Holy Grail, at the 
New Alexandra Theatre 
until Saturday. Squeaky- 
voiced Joe Pasquale is King 
Arthur and ex-EastEnder 
Todd Carty his long-suffer¬ 
ing servant Patsy. 


Dance fantasy is promising 
to be a cut above the rest 


It’s Heart 
and Soul 
from Carol 

A SHROPSHIRE raised 
singer known for some of 
the biggest power ballads 
of the 1980s, Carol Deck¬ 
er, brings T’Pau to Bilston 
venue The Robin 2 on Val¬ 
entine’s Day — apt, as one 
of their hits was Valentine. 

China In Your Hands, 
which topped the singles 
chart in the UK and Ameri¬ 
can in 1987, was the band’s 
biggest hit after they hit 
the big time with Heart 
and Soul from their debut 
Bridge of Spies album. 

Next Saturday’s gig has 
been rescheduled from 
last October. Tickets cost 
£17.50 in advance or £19.50 
on the door. 

Other key gigs — Ricky 
Wilson will rule the roost 
when Kaiser Chiefs rock a 
full Wolverhampton Civic 
Hall tomorrow (Friday); 
Hayseed Dixie put a hill¬ 
billy twist on classic rock 
at a sold out Wulfrun Hall 
on Saturday, the same 
time Nick Dagger and The 
Counterfeit Stones spend 
the night at the Robin 2. 



80s ballad queen Carol Decker has a Valentine date with T’Pau at Bilston’s Robin 2 venue 


NEW Adventures’ magical production of Ed¬ 
ward Scissorhands, Matthew Bourne’s ballet 
version of the cult fantasy movie created by 
Tim Burton, is being staged at Birmingham 
Hippodrome from Tuesday to Saturday. 


Dommic North, who was award nominated for his per¬ 
formance in the role in 2009, will be sharing the title role 
with rising star Liam Mower. One of the original trio of 

boys who played Billy Elliot - 

on stage, Mower last year 
returned to the West End as 
‘Older Billy’ for the filmed 
gala version of the show. 

The Russian State Bal¬ 
let of Siberia perform their 
version of The Nutcracker 
(a little late for Christmas, 
or very early) at Wolver¬ 
hampton Grand Theatre on 
Sunday at 4pm and present 
an evening performance of 
Swan lake on Monday. 


Valentine 

It will be dance with a 
Strictly popular appeal 
when Brendan Cole pre¬ 
sents A Night To Remember 
at the Grand on Thursday, 
February 12. 

Fellow Strictly Come 
Dancing veterans Anton du 
Beke and Erin Boag present 
That’s Entertainment at 
Birmingham’s Symphony 
Hall on Saturday, February 
14. A likely Valentine treat 
for many, the new produc¬ 
tion will feature Hollywood 
classics sung by Strictly vo¬ 
calist Lance Ellington and 
danced by the star duo, plus 
world class guest dancers. 



Edward Scissorhands is at 
Birmingham Hippodrome 

The ballroom glamour will 
feature the 25-piece London 
Concert Orchestra on stage. 

Former Strictly favourites 
Vincent Simone and Flavia 
Cacace also celebrate the 
golden age of Hollywood 
in Dance Til Dawn at Bir¬ 
mingham’s New Alexandra 
Theatre from Monday to 
Saturday. 

Then Birmingham Royal 
Ballet launches its season at 
Birmingham Hippodrome 
with Moving Stateside, fea¬ 
turing three American bal¬ 
lets, from February 18 and 
Coppelia from February 24. 


Mediaeval music 
on Night Watch 

IF you fancy something se¬ 
riously traditional, differ¬ 
ent and definitely medieval 
then The Night Watch are 
a real treat. 

The duo of Ian Pittaway 
and Andy Casserley play 
tunes which are hundreds 
of years old on impressive 
reproduction instruments 
the like of which would 
have been played in the 
13th century. 

They will be playing 
renaissance music and 
singing in ways which will 
transport you back in his¬ 
tory at Holy Trinity Parish 
Church, Church Hill, Mill 
Street, Sutton Coldfield, 
B72 1TF this Saturday 
(February 7) at 7.30pm. 

Tickets can be bought 
through www.htsc.org.uk/ 
friends-of-holy-trinity/con 
certs-and-events/the-night- 
watch/ 

Hares to Leveret’s 
new album tour 

THREE of English folk’s 
top musicians, Andy Cut¬ 
ting, Sam Sweeney and 
Rob Harbron, will be 
performing together as 
Leveret at the MAC Bir¬ 
mingham on February 12 
at 8pm. 

The gig is the launch 
tour for their debut album 
New Anything. Tickets 
are £15 or £13 with conces¬ 
sions. 

Cutting has just finished 
a new album with Martin 
Simpson and Nancy Kerr. 

On the same night at 
8.30pm, duo Nik Morris 
and Kris Collins, Elmore 
Row, will be at Brewood 
Acoustic Club, Brewood 
Cricket Club, Four Ashes 
Road. 
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CHOICE 



Paddy McGuinness 


Take Me Out 
(ITV, 8.05pm) 

It seems a long time ago 
indeed when Paddy 
McGuinness walked in the 
shadow of comic sidekick and 
best friend Peter Kay. Since 
those days, he’s carved a nice 
little career for himself, 
married a model and become 
a father to twins. He’s also 
recently announced he’ll be 
touring again in September, 
but if you can’t wait that long 
to cash in some of that unique 
McGuinness humour, he’s 
back on the box tonight with 
this hilarious dating show. 
Tonight, he is serving up a 
treat for those ladies with 
lights; they will meet lifeguard 
Liam, barista Jonathon, 
hairdresser Nick and bagpiper 
Glenn. Surely love will blossom 
for some of them? If not, we’ll 
have fun watching it try... 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 James Martin: Home 
Comforts. 12.00 BBC News; Weather. 
12.10 Football Focus. 12.50 Saturday 
Sportsday. 1.00 Bargain Hunt. (Fi) 2.00 
Live Six Nations Rugby Union. Italy v 
Ireland (Kick-off 2.30pm). 4.30 Live Six 
Nations Rugby Union. France v Scotland 
(Kick-off 5.00pm). 

6.55 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

7.15 The Voice UK. Emma Willis and 
Marvin Humes present the 
spinning-chair singing contest, in 
which Tom Jones, William, Ricky 
Wilson and Rita Ora seek out the 
nation’s best vocal talent. As the 
coaches sit with their backs to the 
singers, the fun for the viewers is 
guessing who is going to press 
their button first, as they silently 
quiz each other or goad each other 
on. As they become more keen to 
complete their teams, will they be 
less picky in their choices? 
Tonight’s hopefuls include 

19-year-old Essex rapper Brooklyn 
and a familiar face to any fan of 
1980s pop - Brother Beyond 
singer Nathan Moore. 

8.35 The National Lottery: Win Your 
Wish List. Shane Richie hosts the 
game show in which two 
contestants pick a selection of 
dream prizes to make up their 
personal wish lists, all of which 
have a connection to their shared 
history together. They then face 
categories of questions in an 
attempt to win their chosen items. 
9.25 Casualty. It’s inspection day so 
Connie gives the staff a pep talk - 
unaware of the problems in store. 
Two soldiers are injured in an 
explosion during a training 
exercise, but Rita can’t understand 
why one of them is lying about the 
accident. A computer hacker tries 
to spread a little happiness, 
although it comes at a price that 
lands him in the ED - and as the 
doctors treat the patient’s illness, 
Robyn inadvertently causes a 
near-disaster by spreading his 
virus to Holby’s computer system. 
Honey catches Big Mac taking 
stock from the food bank, and Zoe 
and Max rekindle their passion. 

10.15 BBC News; Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day. 

12.00 The Football League Show. 1.20 
Film: Highlander: Endgame. (2000) 2.50 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 2.55 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 

6.20 Film: War and Peace. (1956) 9.40 
Fred Dibnah’s Age of Steam. (R) 10.10 
British Isles: A Natural History. (R) 11.00 
Six Nations Rewind. 12.00 James 
Martin: Home Comforts. (R) 12.45 Food 
& Drink. (R) 1.15 Jack Lemmon: Talking 
Pictures. 2.00 Film: Cowboy. (1958) 
Western, starring Jack Lemmon. 3.30 
Escape to the Country. (R) 4.30 Final 
Score. 5.15 Horrible Histories: Magna 
Carta Special. 5.45 The Great British 
Sewing Bee. (R) 

6.45 Flog It! Experts Thomas Plant and 
Michael Baggottare in Edinburgh, 
where items brought in by locals 
include a small ivory trinket box 
and an example of Monart. 

7.35 Britain’s Tudor Treasure: A Night 
at Hampton Court. With the royal 
palace celebrating its 500th 
anniversary this year, Lucy 
Worsley and David Starkey 
present a recreation of the 
christening service of Henry Vlll’s 
son and heir Edward on October 
15,1537. The two historians 
reveal how Henry’s household 
came together for an occasion that 
used every part of Hampton Court 
Palace, from the royal apartments 
and the kitchens to the Chapel 
Royal, producing a pageant that 
was deeply political as well as 
being a carefully stage-managed 
performance. (R) 

8.35 Dad’s Army. Mainwaring’s platoon 
tries to raise money for the local 
Spitfire fund by having a bash at 
morris dancing. Classic comedy 
first broadcast in 1974, starring 
Arthur Lowe. (R) 

9.05 Ql XL. Extended edition. Ross 
Noble, Kathy Lette, Sue Perkins 
and Alan Davies attempt to answer 
host Stephen Fry’s range of 
fiendish questions on the topic of 
ladies and gents. 

9.50 Film: Broken. (2012) Premiere. 

An 11 -year-old girl’s innocent 
outlook on life is shattered when 
she sees her neighbour brutally 
attack a man he suspects of raping 
his daughter. The incident leaves 
her unable to trust any of the 
people and places she had 
previously considered safe, but 
finds solace in a friendship with 
the victim of the assault. Drama, 
starring Eloise Laurence. 

11.15 Film: Seven Years in Tibet. 

(1997) Fact-based drama, starring 
Brad Pitt and David Thewlis. 

1.25 Film: Glory Road. (2006) 3.15 This 
Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom 
Knocker Street. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan. (R) 
6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 Canimals. (R) 
7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.25 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: 
Adventure Time. 8.30 Scrambled!: 

Horrid Henry. (R) 8.50 Scrambled!: Hulk 
and the Agents of Smash. 9.25 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 10.25 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 11.25 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.30 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.35 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 1.40 The Undriveables. (R) 2.05 The 
Chase. (R) 3.05 Doc Martin. (R) 4.10 
Big Star’s Little Star. (R) 5.05 Regional 
Programme; Weather.5.15 ITV News; 
Weather. 5.30 You’ve Been Framed! 
Strikes Back! (R) 

6.30 Harry Hill’s Stars in Their Eyes. 

Five members of the public 
impersonate their favourite pop 
stars as they battle it out for the 
last place in next week’s final of 
the talent show. 

7.30 Planet’s Got Talent. Featuring a 
man who jumps into paddling 
pools from incredible heights, a 
parrot that speaks fluent English, 
and one of the most dangerous 
acts ever seen on the show. 

8.05 Take Me Out. Lifeguard Liam from 
Newcastle, barista Jonathon from 
Newport, hairdresser Nick from 
Pontefract and bagpiper Glenn 
from Glasgow all vie for the 
attentions of 30 single women, 
intent on capturing their interest 
and securing a date. However, first 
they must get the female 
participants to keep their lights on 
as a sign of approval. Host Paddy 
McGuinness monitors their 
progress and reviews the dating 
action from last week’s couples on 
the Isle of Fernandos. 

9.20 The Jonathan Ross Show. The 
host is joined by Stephen Fry, for 
his first TV interview since his 
wedding, former England cricket 
captain Andrew Flintoff and 
comedy actor Kevin Hart. 

10.20 ITV News; Weather. 

10.35 Film: Hard Target. (1993) An out- 
of-work merchant sailor 
investigates sadistic hunters who 
stalk human prey in New Orleans. 
John Woo’s action thriller, starring 
Jean-Claude Van Damme. 

12.20 Jackpot247.3.00 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show USA. (R) 3.40 ITV 
Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.05 Trans World Sport. 7.00 Cycling: 
Revolution Series. 7.55 The Morning 
Line. 9.00 Everybody Loves Raymond. 

(R) 9.30 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
10.00 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

10.30 Frasier. (R) 11.00 Frasier. (R) 

11.30 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 12.00 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 12.30 Child 
Genius. (R) 1.30 Channel 4 Racing. 4.00 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 5.00 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 5.30 The Simpsons. (R) 
6.00 The Simpsons. Bart goes to work 

as a comedian in a burlesque 
theatre and proves a hit with its 
clientele - until Marge turns up 
with an angry mob in tow and tries 
to demolish the place. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Our Guy in India. Guy Martin 
takes a 1,000-mile journey across 
India to compete in a race called 
Rider Mania, the world’s largest 
gathering of Royal Enfield 
motorbikes. In the first of two 
programmes, the daredevil rides 
with a 50-strong biker gang, visits 
Asia’s biggest truck yard and finds 
himself completely out of his 
comfort zone. (R) 

8.00 The World’s Weirdest Weather. 

In America, the waters of Lake Erie 
turn pea green, while a man in 
New Zealand finds eels swimming 
in his street after a sudden and 
violent downpour. A photographer 
captures rare images of a 
moustache cloud, New York City 
grinds to a halt as onlookers 
witness the beautiful sunset 
known as “Manhattanhenge”, and 
in Hawaii, volcanic lava creates 
tornados of steam on the ocean 
surface. A terrifying mudslide 
roars through a sleepy Austrian 
village, while wind and rain carve 
ancient rocks into giant 
mushroom-like shapes in Egypt. 
9.00 Film: American Reunion. (2012) 
Premiere. Jim Levenstein and his 
old friends return to their home 
town for a high-school reunion. 
Struck by how much their lives 
have changed, they set out to 
relive the sexual misadventures of 
their adolescence, but only end up 
making bigger fools of themselves 
than they did as teenagers. 
Comedy sequel, starring Jason 
Biggs and Alyson Hannigan. 

11.15 Film: Panic Room. (2002) 

Thriller, with Jodie Foster. 

1.20 Film: Earthquake. (1974) 3.25 
Hollyoaks. (R) 5.25 A Place in the Sun: 
Home or Away. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 SpongeBob 
SquarePants. 10.35 Access. 10.40 Ice 
Road Truckers. (R) 11.40 Ice Road 
Truckers. (R) 12.35 Ice Road Truckers. 
(R) 1.35 Ice Road Truckers. (R) 2.35 
Film: U-571. (2000) Second World War 
adventure, starring Matthew 
McConaughey. 4.45 Film: Columbo: 
Murder in Malibu. (1990) Crime drama, 
starring Peter Falk. 

6.35 5 News Weekend. 

6.40 NCIS. The team is called to a high 
school on a Marine base, where a 
pupil has taken his classmates 
hostage and is threatening to 
detonate a bomb strapped to his 
chest. Mark Harmon stars. (R) 
7.25 NCIS. Gibbs is called to a frozen 
lake, where two children have 
discovered the body of a missing 
marine. The team searches the 
water for clues and finds three 
more bullet-ridden corpses, all of 
which have tattoos linking them to 
a notorious street gang. The case 
then becomes a race against time 
to discover what connects the 
murders before the serviceman’s 
comrades seek revenge. (R) 

8.20 NCIS. Gibbs is assigned to 
examine the apparent suicide of a 
Pentagon cryptographer 
suspected of spying. The case is 
thrown into disarray by the 
discovery of evidence indicating 
another person was present at the 
time of death - meaning the real 
mole may still be on the loose and 
has already killed at least once. 
Crime drama, with Mark Harmon 
and David McCallum. (R) 

9.20 NCIS. A suspect dies while being 
restrained by Ziva, who finds 
herself accused of using undue 
force and becomes the subject of 
an internal investigation. Drama, 
starring Cote de Pablo. (R) 

10.15CSI: Crime Scene Investigation. 
The team works with the CDC to 
contain a deadly outbreak in Las 
Vegas when Sara and Greg are 
quarantined after responding to a 
crime scene contaminated with a 
lethal virus. 

11.10 Law & Order. A pregnant security 
guard is injured when a package 
explodes at a scientific research 
lab, prompting Green and Lupo to 
look at a chemist’s latest 
experiments. 

12.10 SuperCasino. 3.1010,000 BC. (R) 
4.00 House Doctor. (R) 4.25 Make It Big. 
(R) 5.15 Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.40 Roary 
the Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Great Movie Mistakes V: Revenge of the 
Fifth 8.00 Top Gear 9.00 Film: Butterfly on a 
Wheel (2007) 10.30 Russell Howard’s Good 
News 11.00 Family Guy 2.00 Crims 2.30 
South Side Story 3.00 Russell Howard’s 
Good News 3.30 Sweat the Small Stuff 4.00 
Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Yellowstone: Unnatural Histories 8.00 
Bright Lights, Brilliant Minds: A Tale of Three 
Cities 9.00 Spiral 10.50 Charlie Brooker’s 
Weekly Wipe 11.20 Queen: Days of Our Lives 

I. 20 Top of the Pops: 1980 2.00 Bright 
Lights, Brilliant Minds: A Tale of Three Cities 
3.00 Sounds of the 70s 3.30 Close 

ITV2 

II. 15 The Cube: Celebrity Special 12.15 
Film: Honey (2003) 2.10 Film: Small 
Soldiers (1998) 4.20 You’ve Been Framed: 
Kids Special 5.20 Film: Rumor Has It (2005) 
7.25 Film: Stormbreaker (2006) 9.20 Take 
Me Out—The Gossip 10.05 Reality Bites 

10.50 The Keith Lemon Sketch Show 11.20 
Film: Death Race (2008) 1.25 Fake Reaction 
2.05 Totally Bonkers Guinness World 
Records 2.50 Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

11.50 A Touch of Frost 2.00 Wycliffe 3.05 
Film: Mutiny on the Buses (1972) 5.00 
Agatha Christie’s Marple 7.00 Doc Martin 
8.00 Foyle’s War 10.00 Lewis 12.05 ATouch 
of Frost 2.05 Judge Judy 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

11.00 Hogan’s Heroes 12.40 The Car Chasers 
2.30 Counting Cars 3.25 Pawn Stars 5.10 
Storage Wars 6.10 Storage Wars: Texas 7.10 
Film: Police Academy 2: Their First 
Assignment (1985) 9.00 Film: Lethal Weapon 
4 (1998) 11.30 Film: Monty Python’s The 
Meaning of Life (1983) 1.40 The Motorbike 
Show 2.30 Hogan’s Heroes 2.55 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

11.00 Taking New York: Sneak Peek 11.35 2 
Broke Girls 12.00 New Girl 1.00 Melissa & 
Joey 2.00 How I Met Your Mother 3.00 Troy 
4.00 The Jump 5.00 The Jump: On the Piste 
5.35 The 100 6.30 The Big Bang Theory 9.00 
Film: Terminator 2: Judgment Day (1991) 

11.40 The Inbetweeners 12.50 How I Met 
Your Mother 1.50 The Cleveland Show 3.05 
Don’t Trust the B* ** * in Apartment 23 3.50 
The New Normal 4.10 Desperate Housewives 
4.55 My Fair Wedding 
Film4 

11.00 On the Fiddle (1961) 1.00 27 Dresses 
(2008) 3.25 The Wind Rises (2013) 6.10 
Transformers (2007) 9.00 Hanna (2011) 
11.10 Don’t Be Afraid of the Dark (2010) 1.15 
Snake in the Eagle’s Shadow (1978) 3.25 
Close 
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26 SUNDAY’S TV FEBRUARY 8 


CHOICE 



BBC1 


Guy Martin 

Our Guy in India 
(Channel 4,9pm) 

Grimsby has suddenly made it 
onto the media map. Strictly 
Come Dancing’s Kevin and 
Joanne Clifton hail from there, 
and so does the star of this 
series, biker Guy Martin. Last 
week’s edition saw him set off 
on a 1,000-mile trip across 
India on his Royal Enfield 
motorcycle, and he continues 
the journey here by calling in 
Mumbai. He visits a slum which 
changes his perception of what 
such a place is like before 
sampling the refreshing 
sensation of monsoon season. 
Guy makes the final leg of 
his journey on a traditional 
trawler en route to Goa, but 
ignores the resort’s famous 
beaches and heads straight 
for his ultimate goal - Rider 
Mania, which has the largest 
gathering of Royal Enfields on 
the planet. 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.30 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
The Big Questions. 11.00 Sunday 
Politics. 12.15 M0TD2 Extra. With Mark 
Chapman and the Match of the Day 
team. 1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 
Bargain Hunt. (R) 2.15 Escape to the 
Country. (R) 3.00 Eat Well for Less? (R) 
4.00 Your Home in Their Hands. 5.00 
Songs of Praise. 5.35 BBC News; 
Regional News; Weather. 

6.00 Animals in Love. Part two of two. 
How animals attract a mate, from 
female capuchin monkeys flirting 
with the alpha male to the orang¬ 
utan that chooses its partner in a 
very 21st-century way. 

7.00 Countryfile. The decline of birds 
in Leicestershire and Rutland, 
revealing how farmers and 
volunteers are trying to encourage 
them back onto the land and 
restore their habitat. Including 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 

8.00 Call the Midwife. Sister Winifred 
makes it her mission to promote 
safe sex among the local 
prostitute population. Sister 
Monica Joan feels sidelined, while 
Trixie and Tom argue over their 
future. 

9.00 The British Academy Film 
Awards. Stephen Fry hosts the 
Bafta ceremony live from the 
Royal Opera House in Covent 
Garden, as stars of the silver 
screen gather to pat one another 
on the back in a celebration of the 
past 12 months’ cinematic 
achievements, while the 
nominated ones keep their fingers 
crossed that they won’t be going 
home empty-handed. Birdman, 
Boyhood, The Grand Budapest 
Hotel, The Imitation Game and The 
Theory of Everything compete for 
best film, while the leading actor 
categories see Benedict 
Cumberbatch, Eddie Redmayne, 
Ralph Fiennes, Felicity Jones and 
Rosamund Pike flying the flag for 
Britain. However, they face stiff 
competition from Jake Gyllenhaal, 
Michael Keaton, Amy Adams, 
Julianne Moore and Reese 
Witherspoon. 

11.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

11.30 The Apprentice USA. The 

celebrity candidates have to create 
a promotional display for a 
famous brand of suntan lotion. 

12.50 Weather for the Week Ahead. 
12.55 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.20 Great British Garden Revival. (R) 

7.20 Glorious Gardens from Above. (R) 
8.05 Countryfile. (R) 9.00 The Football 
League Show. (R) 10.20 Six Nations 
Rewind. 11.20 Saturday Kitchen Best 
Bites. 12.50 James Martin: Home 
Comforts. (R) 1.20 Food & Drink. (R) 

I. 50 Film: The Mouse That Roared. 
(1959) Comedy, starring Peter Sellers. 

3.15 Open All Hours. (R) 3.45 To the 
Manor Born. (R) 4.15 Hi-de-Hi! (R) 4.45 
Flog It! Trade Secrets. 5.15 Alaska- 
Earth’s Frozen Kingdom. (R) 

6.15 Ski Sunday. Graham Bell and Ed 
Leigh present from the alpine 
skiing World Championships in 
Vail/Beaver Creek, Colorado, 
featuring the men’s and women’s 
downhill races. 

7.00 The Motorway: Life in the Fast 
Lane. Documentary series 
charting life on the M6, one of the 
busiest stretches of motorway in 
Britain, following the teams 
preparing for one of the stormiest 
winters on record. Initially set up 
in answer to a January 2003 
snowstorm that left drivers 
stranded in their cars for up to 18 
hours, these teams have been 
preparing for snow and ice - but 
now find themselves facing the 
stormiest winter in more than 40 
years. It’s all hands on deck if the 
Highways Agency is to save its 
reputation. (R) 

8.00 Top Gear. Jeremy Clarkson, 
Richard Hammond and James 
May attempt to improve the 
ambulance, with each enhancing 
the one area they think could do 
with an overhaul. 

9.00 Dragons’ Den. Ideas pitched 
include an idea for giving high 
heels a new lease of life, eco- 
friendly coffins, a sleek new take 
on the electric toothbrush and an 
online shopping service for men. 
10.00 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman introduces the latest 
Premier League matches, 
featuring West Ham United v 
Manchester United, Burnley v 
West Bromwich Albion and 
Newcastle United v Stoke City. 

II. 15Film: Disconnect. (2012)The 

complex lives of several strangers 
are made far more problematic by 
the technology they use to 
communicate. Ensemble drama, 
starring Jason Bateman. 

1.05 Film: Savage Grace. (2007) 2.30 
Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 3.25 Holby 
City. (R) 4.25 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom 
Knocker Street. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan. (R) 
6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 Canimals. (R) 
7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.25 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: 

Ultimate Spider-Man. 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Horrid Henry. (R) 8.50 Scrambled!: 
Deadtime Stories. (R) 9.25 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 10.25 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 11.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 12.30 ITV News; Weather. 12.40 
Harry Hill’s Stars in Their Eyes. (R) 1.40 
Off Their Rockers. (R) 2.10 Mel & Sue’s 
Best Bits. 3.15 Tipping Point. (R)4.15 
Film: Moonraker. (1979) James Bond 
spy adventure, starring Roger Moore. 
6.35 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 Get Your Act Together. Steps 
singer Claire Richards is mentored 
by fire-eating act the Black Fire 
Girls, former politician Ann 
Widdecombe joins circus 
ringmaster Norman Barrett, one¬ 
time Coronation Street star Oliver 
Mellor (Dr Matt Carter) is coached 
by musical quintet the Bottle Boys, 
TOWIE’s Elliott Wright teams up 
with Cyr wheel performer Billy 
George, and TV personality Nancy 
Dell’Olio collaborates with 
illusionist Hans Klok. Host 
Stephen Mulhern follows the 
rehearsals leading up to the 
contestants’ big performances as 
they compete for a place in the 
final in two weeks’time. 

8.15 All Star Family Fortunes. 
Benidorm actress Crissy Rock 
(Janey) and Ian “H” Watkins from 
Steps team up with their families 
in an attempt to win a jackpot of 
£30,000 for charity. 

9.00 Mr Selfridge. Harry pushes ahead 
with plans for the Selfridge Estate, 
aiming to buy a field at auction, 
but an unexpected rival bidder 
poses a threat. Miss Mardle 
makes her mark in fashion. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Perspectives: Lenny Henry- 
Finding Shakespeare. The 
comedian charts his changing 
relationship with the Bard, from 
finding his works boring as a child 
to starring in productions of Othello 
and The Comedy of Errors. (R) 

11.15 LV= Cup Rugby Union. 

12.15 The Store. 2.30 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 3.15 ITV Nightscreen. 
5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.20 NFL: Rush Zone. 6.45 How I Met 
Your Mother. (R) 7.10 How I Met Your 
Mother. (R) 7.35 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
Jamie and Jimmy’s Friday Night Feast. 
(R) 1.30 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 2.00 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 2.25 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 2.55 The Simpsons. 

(R) 3.25 Film: Marmaduke. (2010) 
Comedy, starring Lee Pace. 5.10 
Channel 4 News. 5.30 Film: Ice Age. 
(2002) Animated adventure, with the 
voice of John Leguizamo. 

7.00 The Jump. Davina McCall 

presents the semi-final, as the six 
remaining celebrities compete in 
high-speed, head-to-head 
snowboarding races negotiating 
the steep banks of a slalom tunnel. 
Concludes tomorrow at 8pm. 

8.00 The Hotel. Mark wants to make 
the Cavendish more child-friendly 
and asks general manager James 
to take charge of a family fun day, 
hoping the task will make him 
more decisive in his role. 

9.00 Our Guy in India. Parttwoof 
two. Guy Martin visits Mumbai, 
where more skyscrapers are 
being built than anywhere 
else in the world, and clambers 
833ft to the top of India’s tallest 
building, the Imperial. Back on 
ground level, the daredevil visits 
a slum where a million people live 
in the space of one square mile, 
before experiencing a downpour 
on his Royal Enfield with the 
arrival of the monsoons. To avoid 
slow-moving and dangerous 
roads, he makes the final leg of 
his 1,000-mile journey by sea, on 
his way to compete in Rider 
Mania. 

10.058 Out of 10 Cats Does 

Countdown. Team captains Sean 
Lock and Jon Richardson are 
joined by Vic Reeves and Bob 
Mortimer, while Jack Whitehall is 
in Dictionary Corner with Susie 
Dent. Jimmy Carr hosts. (R) 

11.05 Film: Patriot Games. (1992) A 
former CIA agent prevents an 
assassination attempt by an IRA 
splinter group, but one of the 
terrorists swears revenge on him. 
Thriller, starring Harrison Ford and 
Sean Bean. 

1.10 The Last Leg. (R) 2.05 Come Dine 
with Me. (R) 4.10 Kirstie’s Best of Both 
Worlds. (R) 5.05 A Place in the Sun: 
Home or Away. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 Roary 
the Racing Car. (R) 6.15 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.30 Pip Ahoy! (R) 6.40 
The Mr Men Show. (R) 6.55 Chloe’s 
Closet. 7.10 Oily the Little White Van. 

7.15 Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 7.30 Make 
Way for Noddy. (R) 7.40 Paw Patrol. (R) 

7.55 Little Princess. (R) 8.05 The 
Adventures of Bottle Top Bill and His 
Best Friend Corky. (R) 8.20 Wanda and 
the Alien. 8.30 Zack and Quack. (R) 8.40 
Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 8.55 
Jelly Jamm. (R) 9.10 Toby’s Travelling 
Circus. (R) 9.25 LazyTown. (R) 9.55 
SpongeBob SquarePants. 10.30 
Robson’s Extreme Fishing Challenge. (R) 
11.25 Robson’s Extreme Fishing 
Challenge. (R) 12.20 Robson’s Extreme 
Fishing Challenge. (R) 1.20 Film: It 
Could Happen to You. (1994) Romantic 
comedy, with Nicolas Cage and Bridget 
Fonda. 3.15 Film: Over Her Dead Body. 
(2008) Supernatural romantic comedy, 
starring Eva Longoria and Paul Rudd. 

4.55 5 News Weekend. 5.00 Film: What 
to Expect When You’re Expecting. (2012) 
Comedy drama, starring Cameron Diaz. 

6.55 Film: Miss Congeniality 2: Armed 
and Fabulous. (2005) FBI agent 
Gracie Hart is taken off active duty 
and made the face of the bureau’s 
publicity campaign, but would 
rather catch crooks than be the 
focus of media attention - so 
when her friends are kidnapped, 
she disobeys orders to run her 
own undercover investigation with 
the help of a short-tempered 
colleague. Comedy sequel, 
starring Sandra Bullock. 

9.00 Film: The Bounty Hunter. (2010) 
Premiere. A bail enforcement 
agent is assigned the task of 
tracking down his own ex-wife, a 
wily reporter chasing a story about 
a murder cover-up. However, 
bringing his former spouse to 
justice is harder than he 
anticipated, not least because she 
has also been targeted by the 
criminal she is investigating. 

Action comedy, starring Gerard 
Butler and Jennifer Aniston. 

11.20 Film: Zack and Miri Make a 

Porno. (2008) Two friends decide 
to shoot a porn film, but find 
having sex for the cameras makes 
them rethink their feelings for 
each other. Comedy, starring Seth 
Rogen and Elizabeth Banks. 

1.15 SuperCasino. 3.1010 Most 
Annoying Things About 1 999. (R) 4.00 
House Doctor. (R) 4.25 Make It Big. (R) 

5.15 Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.40 Roary the 
Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Pop’s Greatest Dance Crazes 7.10 The 
Voice UK 8.30 The British Academy Film 
Awards: Red Carpet 9.00 Backchat with Jack 
Whitehall and His Dad 9.30 Russell Howard’s 
Good News 10.00 Family Guy 10.45 Crims 

11.15 American Dad! 11.35 Family Guy 
12.00 Backchat with Jack Whitehall and His 
Dad 12.30 South Side Story 1.00 Bangkok 
Airport 1.55 Abortion: Ireland’s Guilty Secret? 
2.55 Bangkok Airport 3.50 Close 

BBC Four 

7.00 The Great War 7.40 Britain’s Wild Places 
8.00 Mark Lawson Talks to Celia Imrie 9.00 
Horizon: Why Can’t We Predict Earthquakes? 
10.00 The Sky at Night 10.30 Kings of 70s 
Romance 11.30 Genesis: Together & Apart 

I. 00 Genesis: Three Sides Live 2.25 T0TP2: 
Genesis 3.10 The Sky at Night 3.40 Close 
ITV2 

II. 30 Deirdreand Me: A Tribute 12.00 Take 
Me Out 1.15 Take Me Out -The Gossip 2.00 
Scorpion 2.55 Film: Rumor Has It (2005) 4.55 
Film: Despicable Me (2010) 6.50 Film: She’s 
the Man (2006) 9.00 The Ibiza Weekender 
10.00 The Keith Lemon Sketch Show 10.30 
Film: Little Man (2006) 12.25 Film: I Now 
Pronounce You Chuck & Larry (2007) 

ITV3 

11.35 Agatha Christie’s Sparkling Cyanide 
1.40 Rosemary & Thyme 2.40 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 4.40 Inspector Morse 7.00 
Lewis 9.00 The Best of the Royal Variety 
10.00 Northern Lights 11.05 Wycliffe 12.10 
Film: The Breakfast Club (1985) 2.05 
Countrywise Kitchen 2.55 On the Buses 3.20 
ITV3 Nightscreen 3.40 Emmerdale 
ITV4 

2.15 Film: Blues Brothers 2000 (1998) 4.40 
Film: Police Academy 2: Their First 
Assignment (1985) 6.30 Africa Cup of 
Nations Live. The final (Kick-off 7.00pm). 

9.30 Storage Wars 10.00 Film: Driven to Kill 
(2009) 12.00 River Monsters: Untold Stories 

I. 00 Hell on Wheels 1.55 The Cycle Show 
2.55 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

12.30 Revenge 1.30 Marvel’s Agents of 
SHIELD 2.30 The 100 3.30 Melissa & Joey 

4.30 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 5.00 Marry Me 5.30 
The Big Bang Theory 6.30 The Jump: On the 
Piste 7.00 The Big Bang Theory 8.00 Film: 
Mission: Impossible (1996) 10.10 The 
Inbetweeners 11.15 The Big Bang Theory 
12.20 2 Broke Girls 12.45 Rules of 
Engagement 1.45 The New Normal 

Film4 

II. 00 A Man Alone (1955) 1.00 Ice Age: 

Dawn of the Dinosaurs (2009) 2.45 Addams 
Family Values (1993) 4.35 Three Men and a 
Baby (1987) 6.45 The Company Men (2010) 
9.00 Paul (2011) 11.05 Fitzcarraldo (1982) 
2.15 The Punk Singer (2013) 4.00 Close 
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FILM CHOICES 


PICK OF THE WEEK 


MONDAY 

16 Blocks, Channel 5,11pm 

A burned-out detective is given the task of escorting a 
criminal to court to testify against a group of corrupt 
policemen - but what seems to be a routine assignment 
quickly turns into a deadly game of cat and mouse as 
the crooked officers try to stop them reaching the 
courthouse alive. Thriller, starring Bruce Willis. (2006) 

The Disappearance of Alice Creed, BBC1,12.30am 

Two criminals kidnap the daughter of a wealthy family, 
with the intention of demanding a ransom. However, the 
hostage is not the helpless victim she appears, while 
she and both her captors have secrets that threaten to 
throw the plan into disorder. Thriller, with Gemma 
Arterton, Eddie Marsan and Martin Compston. (2009) 

TUESDAY 

Carry On Loving, ITV, 11.10pm 

A couple who run a dating agency find themselves 
inundated with customers, and end up arranging a 
selection of very unlikely matches - while also 
contending with their own marital difficulties. Comedy, 
starring Sid James. (1970) 



WEDNESDAY 

Dawn of the Dead, BBC1,12.45am 

Four people take refuge in a shopping mall from a 
horde of flesh-eating zombies, clearing out the ghouls 
already in residence and battening down the hatches. 
However, their new home is not as secure as they had 
hoped, and the beleaguered survivors are soon 
plunged into increasingly grisly battles with their undead 
foes. George A Romero’s horror sequel, starring David 
Emge, Ken Foree and Gaylen Ross. (1978) 

FRIDAY 

Gosford Park, ITV, 10.40pm 

A weekend shooting party at a country estate is 
disrupted by a murder. As the numerous guests deal 
with their own personal agendas, their actions are 
quietly observed by their servants, notably an inquisitive 
maid, who drink in the scandalous gossip while 
maintaining their own strict social hierarchy. Robert 
Altman’s period drama, starring Maggie Smith. (2001) 

Tron: Legacy, BBC2,11.05pm 

A man searching for his father is sucked into a 
computer-generated world and must compete in 
gladiatorial combat. Sci-fi adventure, starring Jeff 
Bridges and Garrett Hedlund. (2010) 


The stars shine brightly 
on a glittering occasion 


A ward shows are sycophantic 
and ten a penny. So why-oh- 
why do we find ourselves 
continually drawn to the predictable 
run of well-rehearsed accolades, TV 
clips, a conveyor belt of celebrity 
guests droning and the winner is...” 
and half-hearted applause which gets 
weaker as the evening draws on? 

The answer is, quite simply, 
because they’re addictive. From the 
moment you dare to mutter, “Let’s just 
watch this bit...” you’re hooked, unable 
to tear yourself away from “just one 
more” clip or the next star guest in 
case you miss a vital snippet of 
gossip which will be the talk of the 
town by the morning. 

So, which films and their stars will 
be hitting the headlines on Monday? 
It’s highly likely that The Grand 
Budapest Hotel, Birdman and The 
Theory of Everything will dominate 
the ceremony - The Grand Budapest 
Hotel leads the way with 11 
nominations, while the other two trail 
not very far behind with 10 each. 

But the likes of The Imitation Game, 
Boyhood, Whiplash, Nightcrawler and 
homegrown favourites Mr Turner and 


Pride have the potential to cause a 
few upsets. 

It’s a big night for host Stephen Fry 
too - this will be the 10th time he’s 
presented the event, which takes 
place once again at London’s Royal 
Opera House in Covent Garden. 

“Hosting the Film Awards has 
always been a highlight of my year,” 
says Fry. ‘The opportunity to help the 
Academy promote filmmaking and 
encourage cinema-going means a lot 
to me. 

“I’ve met many heroes and had the 
honour of introducing many young 
talents that are now busy forging 
remarkable careers for themselves. 
Seeing the photos from each year 
back I can chart my bewildering 
changes in weight too... 

“Hard as it may be for some 
characteristically sceptical Britons to 
believe, the Baftas have real kudos, 
reputation and cachet all over the 
world of film-making,” he adds. “I, old 
as I am, never cease to be 
shamelessly glamorised by the sight 
of so many legendary names who 
come every year as nominees and 
presenters.” 


Everyone at the BBC will be smiling 
on the night too - its film division is 
assured of at least one gong, having 
been given the Outstanding 
Contribution to British Cinema award. 

“I cannot think of a more deserving 
institution for this award than BBC 
Films, unbelievably in its 25th year 
and with more than 250 
predominantly British films in its 
catalogue,” explains Nick Powell, 
chairman of Bafta’s film committee. 

“With a wide range of films from 
populist British box office hits like Billy 
Elliot and Mrs Brown’s Boys D’Movie 
and an enviable collection of ground¬ 
breaking films, I hope that this award 
will be not simply a recognition of 
past and present achievements but 
also an affirmation of why BBC Films 
is so important for the film industry 
both here in the UK and further afield. 
Here’s to the next 25 years.” 

Too right - with a great track record 
to date, we get the feeling this won’t 
be the last award BBC Films wins. In 
fact, expect its staff to get not just a 
pat on the back at this ceremony, but 
at many more similar events for 
decades to come. 



Stephen Fry hosts, The British Academy Film Awards, Sunday, BBC1,9pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Heston’s Recipe for Romance 
Channel 4,9pm 

Every year, around 16 million couples in the UK 
celebrate Valentine’s Day with a romantic meal, but 
is there really a connection between food and 
love? In this one-off special, Heston Blumenthal 
pins forces with a team of scientists and 
psychologists to put together a menu they hope will 
affect how people feel about each other. Five 
couples at different stages of their relationships are 
invited to a dinner that includes chocolate in every 
course, plus a ‘Cupid’s cocktail’, featuring a scent 
designed to trigger a romantic memory. 

TUESDAY 

The Secret Life of Four-Year-Olds 
Channel 4,8pm 

Documentary exploring the world of 10 four-year- 
olds as they meet in a nursery rigged with cameras 
that capture every glance, whisper, tussle and 
emotion. With their parents watching on monitors, 
the children encounter one another for the first time 
in October and then again in May. Overseeing the 
action are two experts - educational neuroscientist 
Paul Howard-Jones and developmental 
psychologist Sam Wass - as the youngsters make 
and break friendships, and find their place in this 
new social group. 


The Gift 
BBC1,9pm 

New series. Mel Giedroyc and Matt Baker meet 
people who would like to find someone after many 
years so they can say thank you or sorry. In 1987, 
soldier Patrick Provis was left fighting for his life 
after being hit by an IRA mortar. An Army 
helicopter crew flew in to rescue him - and Patrick 
cannot rest until he has thanked the person who 
took the decision to save him. Grace Bates has 
spent almost 60 years wanting to apologise to 
Herman, the first man she ever loved. They met 
as teenagers in the 1950s, but a terrible mistake 
by Grace left Herman heartbroken. 


WEDNESDAY 

The Great Comic Relief Bake Off 
BBC1,8pm 

Forget the fact that more than 13 
million people tuned into last 
year’s final - if you want proof 
that The Great British Bake Off 
is a genuine hit, just look at the 
calibre of stars turning out for 
this, the first of four celebrity 
charity edition. Sue Perkins (Mel 
is otherwise engaged) is on 
presenting duties as Joanna 
Lumley, Jennifer Saunders, 


Lulu, and Dame Edna Everage pick up their bowls 
and get whisking. But while we may be impressed 
to see these four entertainment legends together 
in one tent, Paul Hollywood and Mary Berry will be 
judging them purely on their baking ability, as they 
attempt to make a giant cookie or biscuit, 12 mini 
fruit tarts, and a tiered chocolate cake inspired by 
a memorable occasion. 

THURSDAY 
The Mentalist 
Channel 5,10pm 

New series. Return of the crime 
drama about a consultant working for 
the California Bureau of 
Investigation. Lisbon asks 
Jane not to tell their 
colleagues about their 
new relationship yet, as 
she only recently broke 
up with Agent Pike. 
They return to the CBI 
offices to find that 
Emily Swallow has 
left for Seattle and 
has been replaced by 
Quantico rookie 
Michelle Vega, 
while of more 



Barging Round Britain with John Sergeant, 
Friday, ITV, 8pm 


immediate concern is a case involving the murder 
of an FBI agent who had been investigating a gun 
runner. Simon Baker and Robin Tunney star. 

FRIDAY 

Barging Round Britain with John Sergeant 
ITV, 8pm 

It seems difficult to imagine in this day and age, 
what with roads and trains being so reliable, but 
once upon a time Britain relied upon its canal 
network to keep its industry ticking over. 

Nowadays, of course, the waterways tend to be 
more of a lifestyle choice for those who live on 
them, as opposed to a necessity, and the 
picturesque scenery plays host to a vibrant 
community of like-minded people. In this new eight- 
part series, broadcaster John travels the length 
and breadth of the nation’s canals as he meets 
some of the unique people who call them home. 

He begins at the Leeds and Liverpool Canal, which 
at 127 miles is the country’s longest, and enjoys 
the view as he crosses the Pennines. 

NCIS: New Orleans 
Channel 5,9pm 

New feature-length episode introducing the new 
NCIS spin-off. Gibbs heads to Louisiana to help an 
old friend track down a killer. Mark Harmon and 
Scott Bakula star. 


. WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST 


There’s only one real way 
to stay warm this winter 


"Worcester Accredited Installer Diamond installer 


NEW GASTEK HOME SAFE PLAN 

• Free Annual Boiler service 

• All Parts And Labour Included 

• Taps and Toilets 

• Internal & External Drains 

• Unlimited Call Outs 

• Gas & Water Supply Pipes 

PLUS MORE! 

ALL FROM JUST £9.99 PER MONTH 

t/c apply 


Unit B15 Anchor Business Park, 
Dudley DY2 9AF 

Office Open 8am-6pm 
Monday-Friday 8am-4pm Saturday 

Tel: 01384 560856 

info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk 


LANDLORDS 
PLATINUM PLAN 

5 Service Plans for 
you to choose from 

•Bronze ’Silver ’Gold 
•Platinum ’Custom 


WHY CHOOSE US? 

Welcome to Gastek 
Solutions Ltd, your 
friendly family run 
Central Heating and 
Plumbing business 
LOCAL to you! 


BOWENS 


Lst. 1928 


USE YOUR LOFT! 


C>s* t U Dwt 


HOLIDAYS FROM 
2 to 10 DAYS 

HUGE CHOICES 


GUARANTEED 3* & 4* HOTELS 
ARE USED FOR YOUR ENJOYMENT 


FORTHCOMING HOLIDAYS 

20th February 3 days Llandudno Four Oaks Hotel 3 stars, 2 excursions. £119 

9th March 5 days Paignton Queens Hotel, 3 stars or Torquay Headland Hotel 4 excursions. £259 

...£289 
...£299 
...£195 
...£319 
...£139 
...£199 
...£299 


16th March 5 days Bournemouth Cumberland Hotel, 3 stars, 4 excursions inc. 

13th April 5 days Bournemouth Cumberland Hotel, 3 stars, 4 excursions inc. 

16th March 5 days Eastbourne Imperial Hotel, 3 stars, 4 excursions inc. 

27th March 5 days Falmouth Membly Hall Hotel, 3 stars, 4 excursions and admission inc... 
3rd April 4 days Weston Super Mare York Hotel, 3 stars, excursions and admission inc... 

10th April 3 days Sidmouth The Bedford Hotel, 3 stars, 2 excursions included. 

13th April 5 days Isle of Wight Trouville Hotel, 3 stars, 3 excursions included.. 


ORDER YOUR NEW 20ISI 


14 Pcdckwh; 


Street* Hale 


Opening Tt 


£ WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST H 


www.bowensholidays.com 
Telephone: 0121 559 1237 




SP eC ^ start \n9ft° w 
time onW 31 ^ 

,£249 


X». 


fooo 

ynstallations/ 


Bison 4 

Loft Ladders \ 


Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in the 
loft* 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• : Now available in white 
no painting required* 

• : Now complete with 

N “comfort” feet to protect 
carpets and wooden floors. 


: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 


theloft Jrstairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or from a mobile 01743 761499 
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BRAIN GYM no. 3 h 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 
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16 
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Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Their manipulations 
won’t be right (4-7) 

9. See 15 Across 

10. A base for one who 
is forging (5) 

11. Little room of clas¬ 
sical associations 
(5) 

12. Nun gets disturbed 
by weapon (4-3) 

13. You’ll find me in 
the way, as the 
wanderer did (6) 

15 & 9Ac. Tools used 
by toboggan manu¬ 
facturers? (6-7) 

18. This presents any 
escape from a bot¬ 
tle-neck (7) 

20. It’s a piece of 
simple attire (5) 

22. Trees that may be 
scattered to the 
winds? (5) 

23. Substitute on his 
feet endlessly (5-2) 

24. Liberated retainers 
who own land (11) 


Down 

2. The ant is back in 
the stem, methinks 

(5) 

3. Mulled claret with 
the last of the wine 
is sweet stuff (7) 

4. Provide aid for a 
vessel before it’s 
wrecked (6) 

5. Bird, the famous 
sailor (5) 

6. Stormed around 
Virginia and did 
some pillaging (7) 

7. It’s occupied by the 
stall-holder (7,4) 

8. Secret tribe to 
appoint to a certain 
state (11) 

14. An Old Testament 
female - a different 
one (7) 

16. Friend returns to 
touch down in the 
far north (7) 

17. Put the others in the 
Post Office quickly 

( 6 ) 

19. Some cheap stones 
here if you want to 
make some dough 
(5) 

21. Tree of greater age 
(5) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Abbreviation (11) 
9. Edible (7) 

10. At no time (5) 

11. Eat away (5) 

12. Sure (7) 

13. Save (6) 

15. Cling (6) 

18. Representative (7) 
20. Of towns (5) 

22. Smell (5) 

23. Beginning (7) 

24. Unrelenting (11) 


Down 

2. Excel (5) 

3. Vivid representation (7) 

4. Medium (6) 

5. Singer (5) 

6. Preclude (7) 

7. Insight (11) 

8. Inebriation (11) 

14. Fancy (7) 

16. Daily (7) 

17. Lines up (6) 

19. Freight (5) 

21. Foundation (5) 
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Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Toy-shops; 5 Idol; 9 Flea; 
10 In camera; 11 Seals; 12 Oversee; 13 Slow 
punctures; 18 Artistry; 19 Rued; 20 Pimpled; 21 
Agate; 22 Ring; 23 Bedstraw. Down: 2 Oil-well; 
3 Swallow; 4 Pontoon-bridge; 6 Dresser; 7 
Leaders; 8 Talent; 13 Scamper; 14 Ottoman; 15 
Pestle; 16 Upright; 17 Electra. QUICK - Across: 
1 Jettison; 5 Stem; 9 Wand; 10 Addition; 11 Tu¬ 
tor; 12 Include; 13 Senselessness; 18 Antidote; 
19 Seek; 20 Liberal; 21 Train; 22 Whet; 23 
Assemble. Down: 2 Erasure; 3 Tedious; 4 Old 
wives’ tales; 6 Tribute; 7 Manners; 8 Discus; 13 
Shallow; 14 Notable; 15 Endure; 16 Nostrum; 

17 Special. 


Quiz 


Niner 


1. Which film star was born Margarita 
Carmen Cansino? 

2. Of which autonomous Spanish region is 
Pamplona capital? 

3. Of what nationality was Errol Flynn? 

4. At which racecourse is the Prix de I’Arc 
de Triomphe run? 

5. Who, in the Old Testament, fashioned 
the Golden Calf? 


6. Pennsylvania was originally established 
as a refuge for which religious sect? 

7. Which Gospel author is patron saint of 
artists? 

8. Which pipe-making material is also 
called sepiolite? 

9. In which US state is Fort Knox? 

10. How are artists Proesch and Passmore 
better known? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 The old London Bridge; 2 Glasgow; 
3 A bird; 4 Halley’s Comet; 5 Bob Fosse; 6 
Iceland; 7 Brian Redhead; 8 All Saints’ Day; 
9 Sugar Ray Leonard; 10 Robert Kennedy. 
Niner: SPREADING 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

752435 gives a flower, 

1368 gives a tree, 

9887 gives a plant. 
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Wash Dryer 


Made in 


the UK! 


1600 Spin 


Tumble 


Ra 


R 4111 I »4 1 .. 


Rated 


60 cm 


Ceramic Hobs 


Ceramic 




Double 




£279 


-DEMO 


Castle Street Dudley DY1 1 LA 01384 234620 Open Mon-Sat 9.00 - 5.00 
Kingswinford Centre DY6 9JL 01384 271812 Open Mon-Sat 9.00 - 5.00 
Macrome Road Claregate WV6 9HD 01902 752764 
Salop Street Wolverhampton Centre WV3 0RX 01902 429060 

www.capitalappliances.co.uk 
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PROPERTY 29 


Extended detached with 
stunning views to rear 



AN extended detached property with 
stunning elevated views to the rear, 
Shelton House, Greenleighs, Sedg- 
ley, Dudley is in a desirable area with 
good road links. 

It is for sale through Your Move at 
£350,000. 

It has driveway parking and a garage, a recep¬ 
tion hall, WC, a front room with a bay window 
with decorative inserts, and a gas fire feature 
fireplace, a rear room with patio doors overlook¬ 
ing the patio and the rear garden and a brick fire¬ 
place and laminate flooring, an extended kitchen 
with oven and hob with extractor hood above, 
ceiling spotlights, tiled splash-backs and floor¬ 
ing, a utility room, four bedrooms, shower room, 
bathroom, master bedroom with distant views. 

The rear garden has an elevated patio with 
gated access leading down to the rear garden in¬ 
cluding an ornate pond. 

For further information contact Your Move on 
01384 455000 or visit www.your-move.co.uk 




Modern two-bed 
flat ideal first buy 

LOCATED on the upper floor, this 
two-bedroomed flat in Holyhead 
Road, Darlaston, is perfect for first 
time buyers or investors. 

It is for sale through Goodchilds 
at £87,950. 

It has an entrance hall with 
storage cupboards, a lounge with 
French doors to a Juliet balcony 
and an electric heater, kitchen with 
wall and base units, a built-in oven 
and extractor fan, a bedroom with 
an electric heater and an en suite 
with a shower cubicle, WC, wash 
basin and chrome towel rail and a 
further bedroom plus a bathroom. 

For further information contact 
Goodchilds on 0121 5067670 or visit 
www.goodchilds-uk.com 




phipps and 


pritchard 

with McCartneys 


School Lane Stourbridge DY9 9LD 

A semi detached cottage, living room, kitchen, bathroom 
2 bedrooms, garden. Vacant possession upon completion 
Energy Rating E 


School Lane Stourbridge T)Y9 9LD 

j A semi detached investment cottage with the original parts 
probably over 200 years old, construction is of solid brick 
walls part rendered to front with pitched tiled roof. 2 
reception rooms, kitchen, 2 bedrooms, bathroom, garden. 
The property is let on an oral Regulated Tenancy at a 
registered fair rent. Energy Rating E 


School Lane Stourbridge DY9 9LD 

A semi detached investment cottage, living room, 
kitchen, wc, 2 bedrooms, bathroom, garden. 

The property is let on an Assured Shorthold Tenancy. 
Energy Rating E 


6pm Tuesday 
17th March 2015 

at BEST WESTERN 
Stone Manor Hotel, Stone, 
Kidderminster. DY10 4PJ 


Wood Street Kidderminster DY11 6UB 

A spacious four bedroom end of terrace house. Ex-off- 
licence on prominent corner position. Living Room. 
Dining Room. Kitchen. Cellarage. Four Bedrooms. Family 
Bathroom. Gas to radiator central heating. EPC: TBC 


Fort Mahon Place Bewdley DY12 2PB 


Redstone Lane Stourport DY13 0JQ 


Shrawley Avenue Kidderminster DY11 7NP 


St Cecilia Close Kidderminster DY10 1LW 
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31 Worcester St. Kidderminster Worcs DY10 1EQ 

Tel: 01562 822244 Fax: 01562 825401 
email: sales@phippsandpritchard.co.uk 


1 High St. Stourport on Severn Worcs DY13 8DJ 

Tel: 01299 822060 Fax: 01299 827066 
email: stourport@phippsandpritchard.co.uk 


78 High St. Bridgnorth Shropshire WV16 4DS 

Tel: 01746 767488 Fax: 01746 767081 
email: bridgnorth@phippsandpritchard.co.uk 


A substantial and traditionally built two double bedroom 
detached bungalow. Hall. Bathroom. Recently refitted 
Kitchen. Living Room. Integral Garage. Driveway plus fore 
and rear gardens. Double glazed. Gas to radiator central 
heating. Energy Rating E 


A 3-bedroom semi detached “Wates” style pre-fabricated 
re-inforced concrete (PRC) house built around 1949 and 
having a large plot on the fringe of the Rifle Range Estate in 
Kidderminster. Reception hall, through lounge/dining room, 
kitchen, 3 bedrooms, bathroom, vacant possession upon 
completion. Energy Rq^ng D 


A 3-bedroom link semi detached house requiring up-grading 
and re-fitting. Recessed porch, reception hall, through 
lounge/dining room, kitchen, 3 bedrooms, bathroom, off 
road parking, south facing rear gardens, immense further 
potential, vacant possession upon completion. 

•_ Energy Rating D 




A one bedroom apartment located on the seventh floor of 
this purpose built block offering spacious accommodation. 
Suiting owner/occupation or possible investment property. 
Hall. Bathroom. Double Bedroom. Living Room. Kitchen. 
Energy Rating C 
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Lettings and Sales 

01384 277701 USE 


KINGSWINFORD DUDLEY 


Jl h 




(new) m (new! 

«•''* ft ?i % 


s? 


DINGLE ROAD 
FOR SALE £130,000 

Commercial Premises currently 
being leased, residential premises I 
comprising of Own entrance Hall, 
Lounge, Kitchen, Two Bedrooms, 
Bathroom. Shop comprises of 
serving/preparation area, further 
preparation/storage, toilet. 


1 DIBDALE STREET 
FOR SALE £117,500 

End terrace property comprising 
of Entrance Hall with original 
tiled floor, Lounge, Dining Room, 
Kitchen, Two Bedrooms, Loft 
Room, Large Bathroom. Benefits | 
include: Double Glazing (where 
specified), Gas Central Heating, 
.Small Frontage, Rear garden. 


THE BROADWAY 
FOR SALE £89,950 

I Large Second floor flat 
I comprising of: Entrance Hall, 

I Lounge, Refurbished Kitchen, 

I Two Bedrooms, Bathroom. 

I Benefits include: Double Glazing 
I (where specified), Gas Central 
I Heating, Garage & NO UPWARD 

Lchain _ 


BACK ROAD 

FOR SALE £189,950 

I Modern Town House comprises 
I of: Hall, Cloakroom, Dining 
I Room, Kitchen/Diner, Lounge 
I & Bedroom One with En Suite, 

I Two Further Bedrooms, Family 
I Bathroom. Benefits from: Gas 
I Central Heating, Double Glazing, 
VFront & Rear Gardens, Garage. 




KINGSWINFORD TIPTON 


UPPER GORNAL WOLLASTON 




FOR SALE £144,950 

Refurbished property finished to a | 
very high standard.Comprises of: 
Entrance Hall, Ground Floor WC, 
Open Plan Lounge/Kitchen, Three I 
Bedrooms, Bathroom. 

Benefits include: Double Glazing, 
Gas Central Heating, Front & Rear ■ 
.Gardens, GARAGE. _ 


WOLLASTON 


KINGSWINFORD BRIERLEY HILL 





■Y DUDLEY GORNAL GORNAL 


ANDERSLEIGH DRIVE 
£395 pcm* 

First Floor Apartment, Lounge, 
Kitchen, One Bedroom, 

Bathroom, Off Road Parking, Gas I 
Central Heating, Double Glazing, 
Unfurnished 


I RUSSELLS HALL ROAD 
£550 pcm* 

Fully Refurbished Semi-Detached | 
House, Entrance, Lounge, Dining 
Room, Kitchen, Two Double 
Bedrooms, Bathroom with 
shower, Front & Rear Gardens, 

Gas Central Heating, Double 
Glazing, UNFURNISHED 


BARR STREET 
£545 pcm* 

I End Terrace Property, Lounge, 

I Kitchen/Diner, Two Bedrooms, 

I Bathroom, Rear Garden, 

I Unfurnished, Double Glazing, Gas | 
ICentral Heating 


TEMPLE STREET 
| £525 pcm* 

Mid Terrace House, Good Sized 
Living Room, Kitchen, TWO 
BEDROOMS, Bathroom, Garden 
I to Rear, Gas Central Heating, 
Double Glazing, UNFURNISHED 




QUARRY BANK KINGSWINFORD BRIERLEY HILL AMBLECOTE 



(Administration/application fees wi n apply) M a j n office: Select House 120 High Street, Amblecote DY8 4DA 
60a Manor Park, Kingswinford, West Midlands DY6 8AG 
www.selectsalesandlettings.com 


PROPERTY_ 

Three-bed detached is 
on offer with no chain 



AN attractive three-bed- 
roomed detached house 
in Fieldstone View, Lower 
Gornal, is for sale through 
Wakeman Estate Agents 
at £199,500 with no chain. 

With gas central heating 
and double glazing it has a 
through lounge, dining kitch¬ 
en with light wood units and 
contrasting working surfac¬ 
es, oven, gas hob and cooker 
hood, conservatory, three 
bedrooms and bathroom. 

There is a single garage and 
rear garden. 

Contact 01902 885894 or visit 
www.wakeman-online.com 




£159,950 tag on this 

nicely-presented semi 



BEAUTIFULLY present¬ 
ed this two-bedroomed 
semi-detached house 
in Brownswall Road, 
Sedgley, Dudley also 
has a lovely well main¬ 
tained rear garden. 

In a popular area, it is for 
sale through Swinscoes at 
£159,950. 

It has an open plan lounge 
and dining area, traditional 
oak kitchen with integrated 
oven and gas hob, two double 
bedrooms and a modern bath¬ 
room..The property has a tan¬ 
dem garage, double glazing and 
central heating. 

Call 01902 672274 or visit 
www. swinscoes .co.uk 
































































Halls 


01562 820 880 

Kiddermister@hallsgb.com 



A most handsome and elegant Grade II listed Georgian 5 bedroom attached 
farm house, fabulously situated in this most favourable and sought after village 
location within wonderful landscape gardens, approximately 1.5 acres. 


OFFERS INVITED £895,000 EPC=N/A 


A beautifully presented 3 bedroom detached and extended country home set 
in a wonderful rural location. Set in approximately 5 acres of land of well fenced 
pasture paddocks with detached garage block and further detached stabling. 


OFFERS INVITED £650,000 EPC=E 


A wonderful opportunity to purchase a most handsome detached 5 bedroom 
Georgian home. Having been sympathetically presented to offer a huge amount 
of original character combined with contemporary fixtures and fittings and 
being favourably situated in this sought after location within Bewdley. 


OFFERS INVITED £589,950 EPC=E 


Honeysuckle Cottage, Stone, DY10 4AW 



A wonderful extended and much improved 3 bedroom period cottage, offering 
spacious accommodation internally with the benefit of generous, mature 
gardens, detached ancillary accommodation, wonderful detached stable block 
with work shop and additional stores 


OFFER INVITED £535,000 EPC=C 




Grove Meadow, Cleobury Mortimer, DY14 8AG 


Waters Edge, Astley Burf, DY13 ORY 



A quite wonderful and unique opportunity to purchase an individual and 
contemporary architect designed riverside 2 bedroom bungalow with mooring 
rights. 


OFFERS INVITED £435,000 EPC=E 



Westley Court, Cookley, DY10 3RT 



A quite outstanding detached 3 bedroom bungalow having been extensively 
extended and having undergone a thorough program of refurbishment and 
improvements finally creating a fabulous contemporary detached home situated 
in this most popular quiet residential location within the Georgian town of 
Bewdley. 


A wonderful detached family home conveniently situated in the most popular 
village of Cleobury Mortimer comprising immaculate spacious accommodation 
over two floors comprising 4 double bedrooms with en-suite bathroom and 
further independent contemporary family bathroom. 


A well presented second floor one bedroom apartment in this most popular 
retirement complex set in this beautiful semi rural location to the north of 
Kidderminster 


OFFERS INVITED £319,950 


EPC=C 


OFFERS INVITED £315,000 


EPC=D 


OFFERS INVITED £75,000 


EPC=C 


hallsgb.com 


Shrewsbury / Bishops Castle / Ellemere / Oswestry / Welshpool / Kiddermister / Worcester / Halesowen 
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High performance continues 


This year Vauxhall is cele¬ 
brating the 25th anniversary 
of one of its most famous and 
dramatic models, the Lotus 
Carlton, which started a long 
tradition of Griffin-badged 
performance saloons that 
still survives today. 

The Lotus Carlton was the fast¬ 
est four-door saloon in the world 
when it was launched in 1989, 
65 years after Vauxhall produced 
Britain’s first 10Omph road car. 

With 377bhp from its twin-turbo¬ 
charged engine, the Carlton (pictured 
above) could achieve the 0-62 sprint in 
4.9 seconds and would go on to a top 
speed of 176mph. 

Its chassis was developed by Lotus, 
resulting in a car with the handling ca¬ 


pabilities and top speed to keep up 
with the finest supercars of the day. 

A total of 440 Lotus Carltons were 
produced from 1989 to 1994 as a joint 
project between Vauxhall and Lotus, 
with each car costing £48,000. 

Commenting on the iconic car, 
Stuart Harris, current head of carline 
brand at Vauxhall, said: “Everyone at 
the time said it was completely inap¬ 
propriate for a manufacturer like Vaux¬ 
hall to launch a 176mph car. 

“It was better than the competition 
in every conceivable way and will go 
down as one of the most iconic Vaux- 
halls of all time. It was landmark prod¬ 
uct for Vauxhall, which to this day is 
still much loved. 

“It introduced the brand to people 
who would not have considered driv¬ 
ing a Vauxhall before. The car put a 
question mark in people’s heads and 


got them talking - just like the cars in 
today’s VXR range do.” 

After the Lotus Carlton there were 
talks of a successor, but the project 
did not go ahead, meaning the 3.0-litre 
quad-cam engined Omega produced 
from 1993 to 1997 became the final 
large performance saloon for Vauxhall 
through the rest of the 1990s. 

By the early 2000s, though, large 
performance cars were firmly back on 
Vauxhall’s agenda thanks to the all- 
new VXR range. 

In 2007, it spawned the 420PS VXR8 
saloon, based on sister-company 
Holden’s Clubsport R8. 

Vauxhall’s latest incarnation, the 
VXR8 GTS, produces 576bhp in its 
current form - more power than its 
main rivals the BMW M5 and Mercedes 
E63 AMG, yet costing a substantial 
£20,000 less. 



Compact and affordable Alto 



Commercial feature 


Small cars have never made 
more sense than they do 
now and all the signs point 
to models from the dimin¬ 
utive end of the motoring 
spectrum becoming ever 
more relevant in the future. 

The Alto is the latest in a long line of 
small car efforts from Suzuki and it’s 
been usefully improved in this guise - 
as it needed to be if this brand is to 
make hay as the demand for compact, 
affordable cars increases. 

There are more fashionable choic¬ 
es in the citycar sector of course, but 
most of them are significantly pricier. 


Add in low running costs and cheeky 
up-and-at-’em handling and this Alto 
remains well worth considering for 
budget buyers. 

The Alto’s 1.0-litre petrol engine 
looks ideal for a compact urban vehi¬ 
cle - and it’s a bit more sophisticated 
these days thanks to the addition of 
Dual VVT variable value timing. 

The 3-cylinder unit musters 67bhp 
and 90Nm maximum torque at 
4,800rpm. That doesn’t sound thrill¬ 
ing but in a car that tips the scales 
at 855kg, it’s enough to cover the 
0-60mph sprint in 14 seconds. Stick at 
it and a top speed of 96mph is also 
attainable. 

Worth mentioning too that an op¬ 
tional four-speed fully automatic trans¬ 
mission is available, a relatively unu¬ 
sual proposition in this segment. The 


Alto is 3500mm long with a 2,360mm 
wheelbase and that helps it achieve a 
super-tight turning radius of 4.5m that 
should be ideal for manoeuvring into 
tight parking spaces or executing the 
odd cheeky U-turn. 

The bottom line is usually promoted 
to headline status when we’re talking 
about citycars and the Alto’s costs 
look low enough to warrant just such 
a big splash. 

The 1.0-litre petrol engine can re¬ 
turn an impressive 65.7mpg on the 
combined cycle along with emissions 
that now dip under the important 
lOOg/km barrier at 99g/km. It’s green¬ 
er than Robin Hood on a rollercoaster 
but if you specify the four-speed au¬ 
tomatic gearbox, environmental per¬ 
formance will tail off. The auto model 
gets 53mpg and 118g/km emissions. 


I'm?; Halesowen Autos • ^ 

Quality Used Cars At Great Prices 


1 -yr. 

OB 

. 09/09 Mini 1.6 Cooper 

66k, Silver with Black Roof,Alloys,Air Con, CD Player 

| £6495/£32 Per Week 

a 

08/08 Nissan Micra 1.216v (79bhp )Acenta+ 

3dr,48k, Grey Metallic,*L0W INSURANCE* Air Con 

£3995 / £18 Per Week 


10/10 Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec AUTOMATIC 

3dr, 35k, Blue,Alloys,Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£5995 / £28 Per Week 

£2 

06/06 Renault Grand Espace 2.2DCi Diesel 
Dynamique Auto 7Seater,8Ik,PANORAMIC ROOF, 

Half Leather,Alloys, CD 

1 £3995 / £23 Per Week 


1 09/58Alfa Romeo MiTo I.6JTDM Lusso 

Diesel, 54k, Red, Leather,Alloys,Air Con, CD 

| £5995 / £28 Per Week 


05/05 Ford Mondeo 2.0TDG 11 5 6sp LX Diesel 
46k, Beige Metallic,Air Con, CD player 

£3295 / £18 Per Week 


1 07/57 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 HDi Diesel VTR+ 

7 seater, 71 k, Beige, Panoramic Roof,Alloys, CD 

£4995 / £24 Per Week 

E 

07/57 KiaPicanto l.l LS 

53k, Silver,*L0W INSURANCE* *0NE OWNER* CD Player 

| £2995 / £17 Per Week 


04/54AudiA4Sport l.9TDi 130 

Diesel Automatic, 72k, Silver, Alloys,Air Con 

£4995 / £29 Per Week 


05/05 Vauxhall Vectra 1.9 CDTI Diesel Club 

5dr, 90k, Grey Metallic,Alloys,Air Con, CD Player 

£2495 / £14 Per Week 

Sd 

09/09 Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 SXI 

5dr, 46k, Black,Alloys,Air Con, CD 

£4695 / £23 Per Week 

M 

I 04/54 Vauxhall Meriva 1.6 Energy 
| 5dr, 74k, Black,Alloys,Air Con, CD 

£1995 / £14 Per Week 


07/07 Ford Fusion l.6TDCi Plus 

Diesel, 48k, Silver, *0NLY £30 ROAD TAX* 

♦AVERAGE 62 MPG* Alloys 

£4495 / £22 Per Week 


02/52 Rover 75 2.5 V6 Connoisseur 

52k, Burgundy, 2 Owners, Leather, Alloys, Electric Pack 

£1995 / £19 Per Week 


08/58 Fiat Panda 1.4 lOOhp 

1 39k,*LOW INSURANCE* Black, Alloys, Air Con, CD 

£4295 / £21 Per Week 

Ls 

03/03 MG ZS+ 1.8 Stepspeed AUTOMATIC 

65k, Green, Alloys, Half Leather, Park Sensors 

£1695 / £15 Per Week 

j 

08/08 Volkswagen Polo 1.2 E 

*0NLY 28k MILES* *L0W INSURANCE* Silver, CD 

£4195 / £20 Per Week 

□« 

04/04 Rover 251.6 Stepspeed iL AUTOMATIC 

52k, Silver, CD, Sunroof 

£1495 / £13 Per Week 


Finance example: 07/57 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 HDi Diesel VTR, Cash Price £4995, Deposit £300, Amount of credit £4695, Fixed interest rate 6.25% Flat rate, 12% 
APR, 60 Payments of £102.71 (£23.70 per week) Total amount payable £6462.26(Excludes £150 Document fee and £150 Completion fee, Subject to status) 


I 


FINANCE AVAILABLE • PART EXCHANGE 
WARRANTIES AVAILABLE • WE BUY CARS 


1 CROSS STREET, HALESOWEN B63 4RT 

Tel: 0121 501 3840 

www.halesowenautos.co.uk 



£5,999 

VAT FREE* 

This practical city car has low C0 2 emissions of 99g/km f , great combined 
fuel efficiency of up to 65.7mpg + , no road tax f and low insurance. And 
now available VAT free*, it's one of the lowest priced hatchbacks around, 
so you really won’t be able to resist it. 



Request a Test Drive today: suzuki.co.uk/halesowenmotorhouse 

Halesowen Motor House 


Dudley Road Halesowen West Midlands B63 3NH 0121 503 0001 


Official Fuel Consumption Figures for the Suzuki Alto range mpg (litres/lOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km): Urban 54.3-54.3 (5.2-5.2), Extra Urban 
74.3-74.3 (3.8-3.8), Combined 65.7-65.7 (4.3-4.3), C0 2 emissions 99-99 g/km. 

The above fuel consumption figures are based on an EU test for comparative purposes only and may not reflect real driving results. *Model shown Alto SZ available from 
£5,999 (Metallic paint available at £399). *VAT free offer on Alto SZ: Alto 1.0 SZ available from £5,999, including customer saving of £1,200 equivalent to VAT amount of 
previous on the road price of £7,199 (SZ).tManual transmission only. VAT equivalent reduction is not available on vehicle options or accessories. For full details contact 
your local participating Suzuki Dealer. Offer subject to availability for vehicles privately registered between 1st January 2015 to 31st March 2015 from participating 
Authorised Suzuki Dealers only. Offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other offers. All prices and specifications correct at time of going to print tManual 
transmission only. 
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Smart, well 
put together, 
stylish and 
sensible but 
little pricey 

By Matt Joy 


The changes might be minuscule, but the S6 
remains an absolute tour de force for those 
who can’t live without a big V8 in their lives. 

Audi has pressed the refresh button on the full A6 
range, so the muscle-bound S6 saloon and Avant es¬ 
tate get the same (tiny) makeover. The grille now has 
twin bars running across it instead of single, thicker 
ones, and the headlights, bumper and air inlets have 
been slightly reshaped. 

Don some X-ray specs and you’ll see adaptive air sus¬ 
pension set to 20mm lower than the standard A6, while the 
brake calipers are now matt black, the rear diffuser has an 
aluminium-look blade and the full-LED headlights are ev- 
er-so-slightly slimmer. 

The wider changes to the base car have made it a bet¬ 
ter-looking platform for the S and, in 2015, the RS develop¬ 
ment teams to deal with. 

Side skirts that jut out more prominently, 19-inch twin- 
spoke alloy wheels and those flashy headlights give it great 
window shopping appeal. 

But the S6’s civility is stuffed deep down inside its bag of 
tricks and there’s no getting rid of it. At first glance this could 
just be an S-line spec A6, and its relative understatement is 
one of the qualities that help it sell so well. 

In finest fast Audi tradition you can choose an estate mod¬ 
el as well as the saloon. The wagon is a bit heavier, not that 
you’ll notice unless you take it on a track day, but it’s prettier 
and as roomy as an empty shed. 

Quality 

The question marks have to come further forward, in the 
passenger zone. With such shapely seats and high-quality 
leathers cocooning you like a Persian prince, the S6 is better 
for luxuriating than it is for folding the seats down and throw¬ 
ing a load of planks into. 

It’s just too well-appointed for that. 

Turbocharging a V8 gets you lots of things; power and 
speed being two. The S6 is as rapid as the people who take 
used plates away at all-you-can-eat buffets, and it doesn’t 
feel particularly like a turbocharged engine. It pulls harder 
and harder with a barrel-chested bellow as the revs rise, a 
lot like the engines of S-car generations past. 

Grip and traction are beyond what you’d ever be able to 
exploit on the road. The way it drags itself so violently but so 
steadily out of tight corners is uncanny. G-force has never 
been so unthreatening. 

Most roads simply aren’t big enough for the S6 to stretch 
its legs, but at normal speeds it’s as stable as Ayers Rock. 
Sure, it’s firm over bumps on its huge (optional) 21-inch 
wheels, but if history has taught us anything it’s that Audi 
buyers don’t tend to mind sacrificing ride quality for aes¬ 
thetics. 

At £56,000, the saloon is not a cheap car. And at that price 
Audi kindly leaves a lot of the technology and luxury that 
you’re likely to want on the options list, so quickly totting up 
beyond £60,000 is a given. 

It’s big, hugely capable and prestigious, but smaller pre¬ 
mium-brand cars that will do the job just as well could offer 
a much better value alternative. 

The S6 is a gentleman’s express; a large, powerful and 
long-legged car with the ability to cross continents at speed 
without breaking a sweat. 

It’s not particularly affordable or cheap to run, but it is 
very lovely. 

If money is no problem and the new looks light your fire 
more than ever, this is a solid choice that won’t leave you 
disappointed. 

This car summed up in a word: Suave. 

If this car were a ...: suit, it would be from Marks & Spen¬ 
cer. It’s smart, well put together and stylish, but eminently 
sensible. 


TESTED 

Audi S6 Saloon, from £56,000 

Engine: 4.0-litre turbocharged petrol V8 
producing 444bhp and 406lb/ft of torque 

Transmission: Eight-speed automatic driving all 
four wheels 

Performance: Top speed 155mph, 0-62mph in 
4.4 seconds 

Economy: 30.7mpg combined 
Emissions: 216g/km of C02 




SCOOP PURCHASE 



Civic 1.6 Diesel ES Plus 

14/14 Reg, £0 road tax, up to 78 mpg, rear 
parking camera, climate control, Bluetooth®. 
From 8,000 miles with FREE DAB Radio 
Upgrade (upgrade worth £600 when new). 


only £ 14,699 



COST NEW £23,060 SAVE OVER £8, 


m 40 ONLY 


Jazz 1.4 ES Plus 

14/14 Reg. From 8,000 miles, 16" alloy 
wheels, cruise control, climate control, 
tinted windows, magic seats. 




only £9,699 

COST NEW £15,345 SAVE OVER £5, 


>] 

Z 

o 
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All cars come with balance of manufactory guarantee • 3 years FREE SERVICING when taken with low rate Honda PCP 


When they We gone...they’ve gone! 


BRINDLEY GARAGES 


www.brindley.co.uk 


Brindley Cannock 
Walsall Road 
Cannock 
WSI I 0JP 

01543 406609 


Brindley Halesowen 
124 Dudley Road Halesowen 
B63 3NS 

0121 696 4746 


Brindley West Bromwich 
Millennium Park 
Swan Lane 
West Bromwich 
B70 0NR 
0121 629 0990 


Brindley Wolverhampton 
West Street 

Off Stafford Road (A449) 
Wolverhampton 
WVI0 6HT 

01902 690601 
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LUKE’S local AERIALS 

Stourbridge 
01384 351949 

.uke’s Mobile: 07864 5905- 

NEW DIGITAL AERIAL + MAST + CABLE £69 
DIGITAL AERIAL + CABLE to any room £59 
NEW CABLE £39 REMOVE AERIAL £29 
REPAIRS £39 TUNING £25 
^SATELLITE DISH Fitted £69 DISH REPAIRS £39* 
Av' DIGITAL AERIAL To 2 Rooms JUST £80 
^ 3 Rooms JUST £100 4 Rooms JUST £120 ^ 


! METRO ALARMS! 
: AND SECURITY ! 


Burglar Alarm Repairs 


Alarms from £249 
Alarms Served from £30.00 

• Home Alarm Installation 

• Upgrades Close Circuit TV 

• 30 years Experience 

NEW!! Security Cameras 
Fitted for you to view via 
your Smart Phone! 
Recorded 24 hours! 

Free Quotes & Advice 

01384 350 687 
07904 317 150 

(anytime) 

www.metro-alarms. co. uk 



C ETHERIDGE 

BUILDING SERUIGES 

• Extensions 

• Alterations 

• Roofing Over35yrs 

• Landscaping exDerience 

• Block paving ex P enence 

• General property 
maintenance. 

For a FREE quote call Chris 

01384 635627 
07989 738732 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


Decking to DIY 
Plastering to Plumbing 
All areas covered 


0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 




DAVID ADAMSI 


ARPEN 


Doors, loft conversions, laminate 


flooring, UPVC windows Moors 



30 years experience 


0121 602 1450 
07885 417812 



Blinds4Less 

Leaving a good impression! 
Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
-10% off thermally efficient 
Shutters and outdoor awnings! 

- 30% off Conservatory roof blinds! 
Give us a try before you buy! 
Contact us on 
01384886162/01902500204 
07989 588728/0121 2706104 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 



BUILDING 

DESIGNS 


Plans prepared for building 
projects both commercial 
and domestic 

For free advice call 

01384 413206 
07983 131225 





PAINTER & 

DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 
Fully insured 
0.A.P Discounts 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121 561 1881 
or 07532 200591 



DECOR 


TELEPHONE FRED FOR A RELIABLE 
AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

Fully insured 

Free quotes and advice on: 

07904 441412 DAYTIME 
01384 572371 ■ AFTER 6PM 


Double Glazing 


MISTY UNITS 
REPLACED 

Buy Direct from the manufacturer. Est. 1999 


entni4rr 


Reduce heat loss 
by up to 75% 


Also upgrade your existing double glazed units 
to Pilkington Energikare, it will help to reduce the 
amount of heat lost through your windows by up 
to 75%, lock, handles, hinges. 


10 YEAR GUARANTEE • FREE QUOTATION 


Delph Glazed Units 

Unit 32 Delph Rd Ind Est (by the tank), Brierley Hill DY5 2UA 

£ www.delphglazedunits.co.uk 

LI Telephone, 01384 573 074 


Misted Sealed Units? 
Contact us for a free quote! 


Tel 01384 566100 


Email: quotations© 
blackcountryglazing.com 

BLACK COUNTRY GLAZING Est 1987 




SCOTTS WINDOW 


yiiuj'i'i'jiiinvuiifri 

• Misty Units 
- Broken Locks 
■ * Door Repairs 

B • patio Doors 

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED 


Driveways 



DISCOUNT DRIV AYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee an All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 

www.discountdriveways.co.uk 




J S Quality Electrical Services Ltd are offering a 

Winter Deal not to be missed on all new fuseboard upgrades, we 
only supply and fit the latest and safest fuseboards along with a 
Part P Electrical Installation Certificate. Also included with the 
fuseboard change is a full MOT of your entire house wiring. 

fgyffijUfo Gall us today on 

01215316884 or 07753 393562 

iSer als l- lor more information 

f— www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk 
j.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk 


All Domestic 
Electrical work 
including Alarms 
N.I.C.E.I.C. 
Registered 


Call Ron on: 

07773 645854 
or 01384 422182 


MBffelectric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality |^L_ __ 
local service call: ^ -- 


mbelectric. co.uk\ 


1 


AM ELECTRICAL 
> SERVICES 

Domestic. Commercial. Industrial 
Full And Part Rewires / Fuse Boards 
Upgrades ASjulwei}/ Extra Sockets 
PAT Testingnlfety Reports 
CCTV / BurgularJUarms 

Free Quotes And Advice Call 
0121 369 2374) 
07785 781652' 




Roberts & 
Guttering 
Services 

15% Discount 

For All aspects of 
cleaning & 
repair call 
Robert for a 
free quote on 
07767869792 
Soffits Fascias 


Fencing ft Gates 


ft 


Ain Garden Work Undertalien 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Steve on 


91384 242891 or 17970 300586 


Chestnut Sheds 
and Fencing 

Quality wooden buildings 
at great prices 

Sheds built to customer 
specifications,any size deluxe 
fence panels, fitting available. 
All manufactured at our premises. 

www.chestnutshedsandfencing.co.uk 

01384 913422 



GARDEN TOOLS 

Serviced & Sharpened 
Mowers FROM £50 
Collected & Delivered 

01384821105 
07746 195172 


Dal’s Gardening & 
Tree Services 

• A Good reliable service, 

• A Name you can trust 

• All areas covered 

So don’t delay phone today 
for a FREE quotation 

07407 622855 


Garden Services 

Fencing, Slabbing, Block 
Paving, Patios, Garden Walls, 
Tree Lopping, Hedge and 
Grass Cutting 

FREE QUOTES 



ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped Mungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 



sheds • Changing locks • Painting and decorating • Putting up 
shelves • Putting in upvc double glazing windows 
• Laying of ceramic/laminate floors • Hanging doors 
ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 
Call Simon for a FREE Quote 


0121 679 8968 / 07988 263578 



KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


HIMEEMIIIB 

Reliable, Good Rates 
Pick-up service available 
We also provide individual ^ 
dog walking - 

01384 354405® 
0787607flj 



R.S PLUMBING AND HEATING 

^ t ^ All General Plumbing Undertaken 

Y •Bathrooms Suites 
I |[ x • Radiators / Tanks / Pumps Fitted 
‘ j • Outside Taps Fitted 

• Leaks Repaired 

• PipeWork Alterations • Local Friendly Service 


www.rsplumbmg-halesowen.co.uk 

Call Richard: 07902 557 496 



DY PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

Low cost hourly rates 
from £28 PH with no call out 
charges. 24 years exp 
We do the lot. 

Drips to full installs. 

0800 7723998 
07467 129189 

City^f 

Guilds 


PLASTERING 

• Dry Lining • Skimming 
• Coving • Rendering 
• Floor Screed ing 

35 Years Experience 
City & Guilds Tradesman 


CORDALBA 


01384 820 154 
07711 158 681 


DH PLASTERERS 


i 


FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs TO 
cnmplete rnnms 


Property Maintenance j 



|; iM’J; ilHim 

lyi'iillMi 

★ Interior/Exterior Paintin 

★ All Aspects Of Pla 
Specialist Machine 

★ Rendering ★ Fascias, S 

★ Flooring And Tiling ★ PI 
CALL NOW FOR A NO OBLIGj 

01384 213644 or O' 

g And Decorating 
stering And 
Rendering 
offits & Guttering 
lus Much More.... 
ATI0N QUOTATION 

7733 226568 

liWIHllilWlli'MIlIftlfillllllllHUiHllilllfilHblllHU’MHIIHUlllfiHlillil 

PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 

















































































































































• uPVC • Fascias • Soffits • Guttering 
• Tile Edging • Roofing 





Specialist removal 
Replacing with 
Modern low maintenance 
Upvc Fascias and Soffits 


All work 
guaranteed 
with HomePro 
Insurance 


Registered with 



No Free 
Gimmicks 
Family 
Business 


Local 

References 
if required 



Membership 
No. 554518 



ALWAYS FREE ADVICE 
AND QUOTATION 

Freephone 
0800 799 9413 

to speak to Mark 

123 Amblecote Road, Brierley Hill, 
West Midlands DY5 2YD 


Fmm a ALL ASPECTS 

IUI V. V OF ROOFING 
IVlCXO UNDERTAKEN 

| R 0 0 F I N G 

' Pitched roof repaired 
»Flat roofs replaced 
i • Chimneys/Ridge tiles repointed 
> UPVC Fascia Soffit & Guttering 


Member of 
Fixahome 
approved 
traders 
scheme 




01384 864012 
0782 1614440 


ROOFING SERVICES 


SPECIAL 
OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, 

Gutters, New Roofs/ 

Slate Tile & Felt and 
Garage Roofs 

- Insurance work • Gutters Cleaned 

. * . From £15 

undertaken * Small Repairs 

- Est 25 years From £15 

- Discounted for OAPs • Pointing Work 

- Exterior Painting From £15 


Home: 01384 872276 
Mobile: 07584 081228 



eat. awn 30 yeana. 

Roofing Contractors 

High performance flat roofing (25 year guarantee) 
GUTTERS CLEANED £ I 5 SMALL REPAIRS £ I 5 
SLATES REPLACED £25 REPOINTING £ I 5 

* Fibreglass glass sheeting * UPVC fascias 

* Guttering * Verges * Soffits cleaned £30 

* Chimney flashing * Ridge tiles £25 

ALL RE-ROOFING (FREE ESTIMATES) 
Telephone or Text 07773 001859 
01384 824993 


ELITE«RL*ASTICS 


•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
01384 468831 / 07985 575865 




Roofix Roofing 

Fla-t roofing specialists 


All types of flat roofing systems 
Tiling Work, Fascia, Soffits and Guttering 
Chimney Repointing, Free Quotations 

Tel: D1SCJ2 560092 
Mobile: 07952 442017 
www. roof ixwm. co. uk 


Specialists 



DRIVES • PATHS • PATIOS • COBBLES 
JET WASHING SERVICE 



(MIDLANDS) LTD. 

CONTACT ANDY OR GRAHAM NOW 
FOR A FREE, NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

( 01384 ) 869605 
07950 659668 / 07754 676336 


www.fine-linepaving, co. uk 



SKIP HIRE 

IN HALESOWEN 

Minis - Midis 
The best in the West 

0121 561 5493 
07956 664002 





Why not add an illustration (as above right) for only £10? (tick appropriate box below) 



1 < ~ ‘1 

???•• ??| * /; - 

mm i 


SENDER'S DETAILS 

♦♦♦IMPORTANT*** 


If you have selected an illustrated 

Name: 

message, please enclose a cheque 


for £10, made payable to M.N.A, 

Contact No: 

and sent to the address above. 


Express & Star 01902 317 878 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


Wombourne 

Funeral Services 

3rd Generation 
Family Business'S? 
Monumental Masons 


24hr Personal Service 
Private Chapels of Rest 
Pre-paid Funeral Plans 



Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Brierley Hill 0138477098 
Kingswinford 01384 296683 
Hagley 01562 888041 

www.nedowning.co.uk 


religious notices 


christadelphian 


BE NOT AFRAID...ONLY 
BELIEVE! The fear of war and 
pollution, February 8, at 6pm, 
The Community Centre, High 
Street, Kingswinford, Or write to 
The Christadelphians, FREEP¬ 
OST WV1681 Kingswinford DY6 
9BR for free information pack or 
ring 01384 886544 for recorded 
message. 

I-X 


1 

Family 


THREE LADIES COATS, one red tie 

belt, one dark green, one short grey 
leather coat, all size 12, £10 each. 
07773 485881. 



STOURBRIDGE TUTORS Est 1992 
West Midlands Premier Agency 
Home individual tutoring 
LOCAL QUALIFIED TUTORS 

Protection of Children Act 
regulated and Police checked 
Primary, 11+, SATS, 
Secondary, GCSE, A, Deg, etc. 


0121212 4986 
01902 671683 


www.cloisterstutoring.co.uk 
NEW TUTORS WELCOME 



ROMA LIGHTWEIGHT 
WHEELCHAIR 

Quick release wheels, with 
puncture proof tyres, anti 
tippers, shopping bag and 
cushion, hardly used. 

£85. 

Telephone 01299 402904. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi- 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 



VALENTINE’S MESSAGE 

Book your free linage message 
online at www. 

expressandstar.com/bookanad 
using discount code VAL100 
or simply fill in the coupon in 
paper. 

You can still place a boxed 
illustrated message for £10.00 
by calling 
01902 317878. 



L Leisure 
Time 



BIKE FOR SALE 

Men’s specialized Rockhopper 
mountain bike, Hope hydraulic 
brakes, 26 inch wheels, colour 
blue. 

£250 ono. 

07903 383244. 



TANDEM CANNONDALE 


Excellent condition. 
Aluminium frame. 
Shimano 24 gears. 
Hydraulic brakes 

£600. 

Contact Pete 01902 757331. 



ABBEY SPECTRUM 215, 2 berth, 
2008, one owner, fsh, CRIS reg, 
awning and accessories. £7,500 
ono. 01902 681501. 

LUNAR LX2000 460-2 2 berth 
caravan, end bathroom, CD, 
mover, awning, extras, £2,950. 

Telephone 07831 788954. 



ALBRIGHTON ANGLERS 
LTD 



This is your opportunity to join 
one of the Midlands leading 
Angling Clubs. 

We have on offer superb fishing 
on all of our 11 locations includ¬ 
ing 8 pools, 2 stretches of the 
River Severn and a section of 
canal. All waters are within the 
areas of Wolverhampton, 
Staffordshire and Shropshire. 
For more details call Roger 
07746 227578 or Keith 07729 
348819, between 6.30-8.00pm 
www.albrightonanglers.com 



Showroom 108C Brettell Lane, Amblecote Stourbridge 

DY8 4BS or call 01384 378252 


OPEN MON-SAT FREE PARKING AT REAR 



BRIC-A-BRAC FAIR 

Sunday 8th February 
KINVER COMMUNITY 
CENTRE 
10.30am - 4pm 
Tel: 01384 894464 



Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 



BURNHAM-0N-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 

I-X 


3 

Home & 
Services 



GRANDFATHER CLOCK 7ft 4” tall, 
painted pictures on face of 
Seasons. £600. 01562 823596. 



LEATHER SUITE 3 seater sofa, 2 
chairs, good condition, tan, immac¬ 
ulate £300. o.n.o. 01902 884900. 


TWO NEW UNUSED STAR 
PLAN LARGE FOUR 
DRAWER CHESTS OF 
DRAWERS 


White carccas, grey drawer 
fronts, (Gloss finish) 2 matching 
3 drawer bedside cabinets. 
Cost £600 in sale. 


Will sell for £250. 


07969 175778. 



MUSHROOM COMPOST, Bags: 5 
£17.50, 10 £30, 20 £50, 50 £150. 
Delivered. 01386 442882. 

eveshammarketgardener.co.uk 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


BOX OF CRAFT GOODIES includ¬ 
ing Grand Calibur and Dies £160 
ono. 01902 498366, 



READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 



OLD RECORDS WANTED 

Cash ready for your old 7ins 
vinyl records. £50 per 1000. 
Must be in sleeves. 

Call or email me at: 
glockjeffrey@gmail.com 
07891122841 


ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft »Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • All silver 
• Chinese items • Old Ivory. 

• Military items 

Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 

ANYTHING OLD & 
INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 



A BEST CASH PRICE PAID 
FOR DIE CAST CARS/ 
LORRIES / TOY SOLDIERS 

Air fix, Britains, Corgi, Dinky, 
Spot on, Tri-ang. 

Best prices paid. 

Any condition. 
Collections bought. 
Telephone 01922 721707 
or 07976 691563. 


ALL BRASS / COPPER orna- 
ments/brassware, all descriptions, 
miners lamps, old medals, dinky, 
corgi toys. 01902 745598. 


VINTAGE TOYS 

A best cash price paid. 

All conditions 

Dinky,Corgi,Tri-ang Spot-on 

Britains,Airfix 

Mamod Steam Engines 

Live steam Wilesco/Bowmans 

Scalextric 

Enamel Advertising Signs 
Railway collections 
Pre 1970 Annuals 
Beano, Dandy, Rupert etc 

01902 745598 / 07984 159571 



CANON 700D Touch Screen, DSLR 
Camera, as new with Sigma 70-300 
lens, spare battery, £380. 07855 
103494. 



\ 

service 

\_ 


AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wail mounts & TV setups. 


07850 330251 




00000@3D£/©£7 
057003^)5700 

0533 ^ £©0000 
@53000 &O0000 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


blinds 


j 


AB-Blinds 

Super 6 

6 Child Safe Verticals 
Fitted from only £169 

Call 0800 0347111 

www.ab-blinds.co.uk 


carpet & upholstery 
cleaning 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


damp proof 
control 


DAMP, CONDENSATION, WOOD¬ 
WORM, dry-rot control. 40 years 
exp. Free surveys. 01902 324727. 


double glazing 


UPVC BACK DOORS from £299, 
front doors from £389 fitted. 
Windows/Fascia’s, 01922 442720. 



electrical 

\ 

\ 

services 



STEVE JONES ELECTRICAL 

Rewires/sockets/fuse boards etc. 
All domestic and commercial work. 
07786 858977/01902 846167. 


fencing 


PORTWAY FENCING 

*SRECli ardFFER* 

10 Bays of quality fencing 
concrete posts, gravel boards & 
heavy duty panels supplied and fitted 
for £6957561 
www.portwayfencing.com 
83 Portway Rd, Wednesbury, WS10 7DZ 
Office: 0 12^5 31 5250. 
Mobile: 07866 137656^ 


- 


gardening 

services 


fiprjalhyour Patio’s, 
Turfing, Decking, 
treework and 
Root grinding... 

Pirestwood 

FENCING & ; 
LANDSCAPING 


JEZ’S GARDEN SERVICES 

Lawns cut, Borders, 
Garden clearances 
Trees lobbed and shaped 
Fencing, Slabbing... 
Please call: 01384 403353 
or 07929 600636 


house clearances 


logs 


HARDWOOD/ 
SOFTWOOD SEASONED 

LOGS FOR SALE 

Loads/Bulk Bags from £60. Delivery available 
01902 882115/07768 392009 
www.sandyfieldstreeservices.co.uk 


painters / 
decorators 


LOVE 2 WALLPAPER 

Reliable & Friendly, Professional 
Female Painter and Decorator 

Wallpaper is my speciality, competitive prices. 
For the Perfect Finish with minimum hassle. 
Plastering & Coving Work Undertaken 

01384 287577 or 07812 484194 


plastering 


P.D.P PLASTERING & TILING 

All aspects of plastering &Tiling. 
reliable, professional service 

Call Pete: 07505662778 
www.pdpplastering.com 


plumbing & ^ 

heating 



Y 

removals 

V____ 



A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 

CALL DEAN! Business/Domestic, 
Deliveries/Relocation/full house 1 
item .07429 453209/01902 830870 
01384 940260 / 01922 263460. 

CALL IAN. Man with a large van. 
No job too small, no distance too 
far. 07973 628534, 01902 891535. 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances. Items large 
or small. Call: 01902 741546 or 
07899 635852. 



4 



Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 

FOUR WHEELED dray and harness, 
takes 1-2 horses, the lot £475. 
07761 379384. 


ROUND BALE HAY , £25 per bale, 
can deliver. 

01902 840603 or 07836 647754. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 



GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and chipped. 

Call Greyhound Trust 
01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


BLACK LABRADOR working pups, 
15 trial champion bloodlines, 
parents can be seen, KC reg, fully 
vacc, £500 each. 07939 861003 or 
01283 512576. Rugeley, Staffs. 

CHIHUAHUA Male, 10 weeks old, 
£380. 

01384 326332. 

CHIHUAHUA pedigree, 12 months 
old, Male, all injections. £450 ono. 
01384 863454. 

FULL BLUE Staffie male, all injec¬ 
tions up to date, 8 months old, 
£550. 07977 865323. 


skip hire 


BIG JOHN MOVES RUBBISH! 

No Skips, we load, fast friendly 
service, 25 Lister Rd, Dudley DY2 
8JR, Est 35 years, 01384 232359. 


GEMMA 

Lovely Westie Girl, 7 years old, 
needs a kind responsible home 
due to arrival of new baby. 
No very young children or other 
dogs. 


woodburners ancT 
v_ stoves _ 


WOODBURNING / MULTIFUEL 

Stoves. Flues, installation. Free 
surveys. Stourbridge 01384 
390183. severnvalleystoves.com 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


Ideally suit mature home. 

Call 01384 252158. 
www.dogsamaritans.org.uk 


JACK RUSSELL X Scottie Puppies, 
small, amazing colours with 
parents, 7 weeks, £95. 

07766 089200. 


QUALITY HOME BRED Standard 
Poodle puppies. Black or white, 
boys £400, girls £450. Very 
sociable. Vet checked and inocu¬ 
lated. Good with other dog 


713882.01902 845245. 


PREMIER ROOFING New Roofs, 
Repairs, Facias & Gutters. Call: 
0121 532 7601 or 07875 387445. 


SHIH TZU PUPPIES Wormed to 
date, vet checked, too good homes 
only, £400. 07851 993766. 


roofing 


y v • 8 (&)\ 

PGS Roofing ^ 

All roofing worn covered 

Members of the Confederation of Roofing Contractors and 
Checkatrade Fully insured and Fully Qualified 10 Year Guarantee 
Free and no obligation quotes. 

ALL ROOFING WORK AND SERVICES UNDERTAKEN. 
Card payments accepted. 

Unit 4, Bott Lane, Stourbridge, DY9 7AW 
paul@pgsrooofing.co.uk www.pgsroofing.co.uk 
01384 626578 / 07590 644555 



Express & Star 

THIS SP ACEl 

COULD BE 


PROMOTING 


YOURj 

BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 


5 

Business & 


k Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



ACCOUNTANCY and Taxation 
services for Small Businesses. 
Fixed fees. Call 01902 343200 


ACCOUNTS, BOOK KEEPING, 
PAYROLL, VAT New start-ups 
welcome. Phone Clover on: 
01384 459714 or 07715 510749. 




HOME CASH BUYER 

WILL PAY 15K MORE 
Complete within 7 days 

Ring Paul, 
07870 341089 


A BETTER CASH DEAL PAID 

for your property every time. 
01902 628047. 

CALL US FIRST FOR THE TOP 
PRICE for your house. 
0800 169 1118. 

DON’T SELL Before calling me First. 
Call Richard now: 

07756 022973. 

FORGET THE REST We pay 100% 
of purchase price always 
0800 085 6626. 

GET THE BEST PRICE 

For your house from me now 
0121 308 7786. 

LOCAL BUYER pays full market 
value and more for your property. 
Call Rick 07729 297901 
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properties wanted 



WE PAY 100% g' 

OF PURCHASE PRICE \ l 101 


*• v jt_l/ DDdxyn©® 

V I We are a family run local business. We also bu Y Commercial & Industrial, Shops, 
a fair offer from people you can trust. 

COUNTRY Buying properties for over 30 years. 

HOMES IP No fees - Free solicitors 


factories, land, building plots....even your garden! 


text GOAL 
to 88802 

and we will call 
you back now. 


Qdl^SttXH/ 


OFv 



08000321718 


*Subject to terms ** PI Group 




CASH NOW 

FOR YOUR HOUSE 


we can buy your house in 

• Legal Fees Paid • Any Condition 

• No Fees • Guaranteed Offer 


01902 628060 


0800 389 6788 



24 hrs 


Wolverhampton properties days 


PRIVATE 




INVESTOR 


mwm DELAY 
CALL TODAY 


looking for property 
in ANY CONDITION 

01922 689023 
0800 731 1160 


WE PAY MORE 

■100% every time* 

■ Free Solicitors No Fees* 


Jt 


0800 633 5288 


Cash paid for your property 



in a mess? 
talk in confidence 
we can hep 


BUY ANY HOUSE, ANY AREA, ANY CONDITION 

Subject In terms & conditions 

24-7 0800 085 6626 or 0121 274 0398 


0800 085 2455 
0121 308 7786 


Buying property since 1984 

OFFER ON 


pink SELL QUICK 


^ the name you can trust ^ 

Harrison Fowler 

Any Property, Any Condition 

• FREE Valuation 
. FREE Solicitors 

• No Obligation 

• No Fees • Fast Completion 

0800 587 2422 /01902 628060 



One phone call 

Solves all your problems 

Sell your house now 

a guaranteed offer, no fees, fast completion 
any condition, any circumstances 


i! 


v 


J CAnJ ££AT AkI7 

I pay 100% of purchase price * G “ e s d 0 |" ^ 

\ reeS °Fel 

hrs 


^FOR THE BEST PRICE ON YOUR HOME 


• Guaranteed offer* • Any condition 
Free solicitors • No fees* 






of trying to sell your house 
Call the House Doctor 
Now for the best price 

0800 783 3225 / 
01922 689023 


mmmmi] 

0000060^33 


A 

Better 

Cash 

Deal 


Its simple as that... 
you will get the 
best deal on your 
home from 
FIRST GENERAL HOMES 


0800 917 1233 / 0121 308 7786 


( 


sell your house 

we are just a 
phone call away 

• Any Circumstances 

• Any condition • No fees 
Fast completion 

0800 066 5558 
0121 274 0398 



FTN problem 
kj/ property 


Nothing worries us, we will buy 
your house whatever the problem 


I BUY ANY HOUSE 
4 CASH 
QUICK AND 
EASY 
call Alex 
0800 111 4481 
01543 499 032 
Anytime 



STRAIGHT TALK 

FAST CASH OFFER 
FOR YOUR HOUSE 

?0800 500 3109 
01902 628060 


Get Up to 100% For Your House - Fast! 


^ Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 
Get up to 100% of the market value 
^ Free valuation. Free consultation 
^ 100% Confidential. No obligation 


Fast Sale 
/Maximum Value 


sold 




We guarantee to beat any tike for tike quote! 

* Reposessions STOPPED * Probate Estates Welcome 
•Houses bought in AN Y condition * Mortgages / Loans Cleared 
Legal fees PAID 


www.oakwood-homebuyerS'Com 


mm 1 raoi 


CASH PAID WITHIN DAYS! 


Friendly, local company here to help you 7 days a week. Est. 10 years 


BUY 

LOCAL 

SELL 

LOCAL 


01902 317878 


| ClassifiedAds 


NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 


let. 


BETSIT With own kitchen, Penn 
area, suit working person, quiet 

,-5Q4770. 


location. £65pw. 01! 

BURROWS CROFT Bilston, One 
bedroom flat, deposit / refrences 
required, no DHSS, no pets, pre¬ 
ferred age 45 plus. 07949 641711 

COSELEY large 1-bed self con¬ 
tained flat, parking. £360 exclusive. 
07970 174138. 


FLAT TO LET WOLVERHAMPTON 

1/2 bed CH, DSS welcome. Off 
road parking. 07718 896058. 


ONE BED FLAT Cradley area, CH, 
DG, off road parking, £100pw, 
deposit required. 07976 781003. 


SMART ROOMS in shared house in 
Netherton. Single £85, Double 
£95pw inc bills. Nlo DSS. Small dep. 
01384 401747 / 07940 116130. 


TWO-BED HOUSE Penn Fields. 
£110pwk. Smart and clean. 

07970 659149 or 01902 745239. 


ONE BEDROOM MOBILE HOME, 

in Coven, DG, GCH, private site, 
corner plot, £60,000 ono. 
Telephone 01902 791415. 



NO OBLIGATION 
FREE CONSULTATION 


A fhePiopeit* 
r Ombu^viMn 


r 


24/THelp.in* QgQQ 5743 

B 01902 489 500 


YellowSpringbok.co.uk 


TENBY WALES 
(15 minutes drive) 


Bungalow, Timber frame, CH, 
DG, large bay windows, door 
arches, over 50’s only, 


£85,000. 

As new 
07816 292546. 


www.willowparkhomes 

.co.uk 


TWO BUNGALOWS 
SEMI DETACHED 
KIDDERMINSTER 

Both two bedroom. 

In need of modernisation. 
Substantial plot of land. 
Four car workshop at rear. 
Sold as one unit. 
£265,000. 


Telephone 01562 822266 
(after 7pm). 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 



OMBERSLEY, NR WORC’S 


Holiday bungalow. Two bed¬ 
rooms, shower room and toilet. 
Through lounge and galley 
kitchen. Sits in own gardens. 
Ring for more details. 


£22,000 ono. 


07970 274163. 


Jobs 


EXPERIENCED BRICKLAYER 

Required, variety of work 
Tel 01562 8821 


01562 882773 


EXPERIENCED BUILDER own van 

and tools required, self employed 
basis, Mon-Fri. General Labourer, 
own transport, self employed basis. 
Mon-Fri, Kidderminster area. Tele¬ 
phone 07968 054152. 


DSA QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS 
HGV C+E (ARTIC) & C (RIGID) 

7.5T (Cl) SMALL LORRY 
CARS TRAILER (B+E) 
MINIBUS (D1) 

1-2-1 TRAINING 
INITIAL CPC TRAINING & ADR 
CPC Periodic Training for PCV & LGV 
from 7hr blocks - Full 35hrs 

01902 744726 / 07831 646601 


TOP GEAR 


Driver Training 

• LGV/PCV Training 
• 1-1 Gold Standard tuition 
■ • Free Assessments 
• CPC Courses 
™ • Driver Medicals 
• Caravan & Horse Box 
Tuition available 


0121 585 0834 

www.topgear-lgv.com 


SAFE DRIVING FOR LIFE 

“QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS” 


FREE ASSESSMENTS • FREE THEORY TEST TRAINING 


HGV, PCV, ALL LICENCE CATEGORIES. 

DRIVER CPC COURSES & 
TRANSPORT MANAGEMENT COURSES 


CALL FOR A BROCHURE OR POP IN AND SEE US 


01902 312800 

www.hgvdrivertraining.co.uk 


GARDEN MACHINERY Mechanic 
required 40 hours plus overtime. 
Mon-Sat. Tel: 01384 443499. 


CHAIR TO RENT in Stourbridge 
area. 2-3 days per week. Own clien¬ 
tele preferred. Call 07581 751710 
or cannperks@msn.com 


CLUB STEWARD/STEWARDESS- 

required Stourbridge Social Club. 
£18,000 Per year and spacious 2 
bed flat provided. For details: Ade 
07989802756. 


ACCOUNTS ASSISTANT A part 
time (30 hours per week) opportu¬ 
nity exists for an office based 
accounts assistant at our Midlands 
Head Office. Reporting directly to 
the Finance Director you will a have 
full range of duties including payroll 
preparation, purchase ledger, bank 
reconciliations and projects for the 
Directors. Sage experience is 
essential. The salary will be 
dependent on experience. Apply 
with CV to: Finance Director, 
Redwood Healthcare, The 
Foresters, Walton Pool, Clent, 
Worcestershire DY9 9RP email 
cv@redwoodcare.co.uk 


SECRETARY For general admin 
duties, must be computer literate 
with pleasant telephone manner 
permanent position for the right 
applicant, wages dependant on 
experience Apply by email to 


sales@pressleakage.com 
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MOSS GROVE SURGERY - 

Kinqswinford have a vacancy for a 
Medical Receptionist - 28.5 hours 
per week- (must be flexible to work 
early and late shifts as required) - 
Previous experience an advantage 
Interested? Application form /job 
description/ person specification 
available to download 

www.mossgrovesurgery.co.uk 
or Tel 01384 2/7377 Closing date 
for applications: Fri 6th Feb 2015 



GP RECEPTIONIST 25-30 hours 
per week. £7.08 per hour. Immedi¬ 
ate start. Covering letter and CV 
FAO Reception Team Leaders 
Wordsley Green Heath Centre, 
Wordsley Green, Wordsley, 
Stourbridge DY8 5PD. 





Motoring 





ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 



ROVER 25 


2003, 46,500 miles, silver, 
electric windows, air bag, air 
con, fsh, alarm, long MoT, 
metallic paint, central locking, 
pas, alloys, CD, 2 owners only. 

£800 ono. 

07979 783186. 


VAUXHALL CORSA1.2 

03 reg, 4dr, alloys, central 
locking, full MoT, lady owner, 
drives very well, 

£1,275 ono. 

07956 517744. 


VAUXHALL VECTRA 1.9 SXi CDTi 

Diesel, 2004, black, electric tinted 
windows, CD, alloys, Mot’d, service 
history. £1,150. Call 07954 419531 

VOLKSWAGEN PASSAT 1.9TDi, 

1997, 189,000 miles, blue, fsh, 
MoT, sunroof, alloys, CD, £650 
ono. 07970 692241. 

BMW 318CI cabriolet, 52 reg, 
manual, silver, electric heated 
leather seats, cruise, FSH, £2,550. 
01902 847906 or 07850 795760. 


SEAT IBIZA 1.4 

Petrol, 2010, one lady owner, 
fsh, 12 months MoT, c/I, cruise, 
e/w, a/c, CD, 34k, very good 
condition. 

£5,500 ono. 

Telephone 01384 831961 
or 07773 450020. 


TOYOTA AYGO Sport, Automatic, 
excllent condition, silver 56 reg, 
long MoT, 15,000 miles, £3,700. 
07840 848919 



CLASSIC CARS WANTED 

Private cash buyer 
Instant cash settlement. 
Any age. any condition. 

Call Market Drayton. 
01630 652993. 



CITROEN C2 1.4 HDi diesel, 56 reg, 
grey, MoT Sept, 25,000 miles, all 
old MoT’s, first to see will buy. 
£2,200. 07547 044813. 

LANDROVER DEFENDER, 110 

TD5, 2004, ex PLC, £5,950. 

07768 841443. 



Homer’s 

Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 


10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 


CHEVROLET TACUMA SX 

2008, 48,000 miles, silver, abs, 
electric windows, air con, 
central locking, MoT, alloys, 
stereo, CD, good condition. 

£1,350 ono. 
07903136456. 


CITROEN C2 1.1, 04 plate, black, 7 
months MoT, FSH, ideal first car, 
cheap insurance, excellent MPG. 
£1,200. 07886 753024. 

CITROEN PICASSO XSARA 2003, 
119,100 Miles, green, electric 
windows, alarm, 2 months 
MoT,£700. 07835 177005 

CITROEN SAXO DESIRE 2003, 
MoT April, good runner. £500 ono. 
07816 818297. 

FORD FOCUS 1.8 Diesel, 06, FSH, 
85.000 miles, MoT until Feb 10, 
2016. Just been serviced. £1,375 
ono. 075940 83848. 

FORD FOCUS, 2002, 61,000 miles, 
met grey, electric windows, alloys, 
leather interior, heated seats. 
£1,300 ono. 07584 346931. 

FORD FOCUS DIESEL, 5 door, 55 
reg, new shape, MoT October, 
clean and tidy, £1,295. 

Telephone 07899 419384. 

FORD SIERRA SAPPHIRE 

2.0 Gold, 1988, 60,000 miles only, 
immaculate condition, 12 months 
MoT, £1,200. 01384 294409. 

MITSUBISHI SPACESTAR 1.2, 
2004, sh, MoT, Alloys, power 
steering. Excellent condition, £750. 
01384 440 258. 


CITROEN BERLINGO 

2008, only 90,000 miles, white, 
e/w, e/m, alarm, MoT, c/I, pas, 
diesel, full roof rack, factory 
fitted secure locks, rhino tube. 

£2,800 ono. 

07768 261696. 


MUST BE SEEN 


MERCEDES Cl 80 SE AUTO 
KOMPRESSOR COUPE 

Petrol. 54 plate. 

6 months MoT. FSH. 
124,000 miles. Blue. 
Cream Leather interior. 
Good runner. Reliable. 
Used daily. 

£2,500 ono. 

07948 419369. 
Wolverhampton. 


MUST BE SEEN 


MX5 1.8 red, 2001,87k, alloys, MoT, 
January 16, PAS, EW, £1,750 ono. 
07760 887220. 

MX5 1.8 red, 2001,87k, alloys, MoT, 
January 16, PAS, EW, £1,750 ono. 
07760 887220. 


2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available. 

07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 


www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


1st CHOICE 


I TOP PRICE PAID 4 SCRAP CARS! 
VANS! CAMPERS! MOT FAILURES! 




1HNKIN6 OF IIIVING A NEW CM IN IHE NEW YEAR? 



■VI OB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD.WV1 2TZ 


A BETTER PRICE 

for scrap or damaged cars and 
commercials. Spares for sale. 

NINE LOCKS VEHICLE 
DISMANTLERS LTD 
Brierley Hill 01384 76566 or 
70553. Evenings 75397. 
DY5 3JZ. 



alan reed cars 


Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS Guarantee bes 
cash price for unwanted cars and 
vans. Call 07585 664389. 



clutches / brakes^ 

i / gearboxes 


A CLUTCH 
CHANGE 
MOBILE 

30 yn experience 

ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call (Sob 
01384 251328 or 
07972 169554 anytime 

For Example: 

Citroen Cl, C2, C3 
Hyundai 110 
Toyota Yaris 
Clios & Micras 
Ring for quotes on 
others! 

mobile ' 

v mechanics 

MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 
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Local 

Information 



LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 
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Personals 

L 



* 

GENT WISHES TO MEET 

Nice cuddly lady, aged 55-64 to 
spend lots of time together and 
to share and care for each 
other. 

Please just send me a letter. 

Box Number PI 9669 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



LONELY ATTRACTIVE 
LADY EARLY 70’s 

Enjoys day trips, evening 
meals, theatre and holidays 
abroad. 

WLTM a non smoking 
gentleman of similar age with a 
good outlook on life and with 
similar interests 
For Friendship/companionship 
local to Brierley Hill, Dudley 
Kingswinford, etc. 

Box Number PI 9672, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


YOUNG 60’S 

Non smoking male, solvent, 
car, fit, etc. 

WLTM attractive lady, similar or 
younger, for nice times home 
and abroad. 

Photo if possible (Will return.) 

Box Number PI 9667, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1 ES. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


LOOKING FOR 

J Haron, F Kimber, U Kimber 

Old Friend would like to know if 
you still live locally to 

Wolverhampton. 

Box Number PI 9663 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 



Place your items for sale with great 
offers from the Express & Star and 

reach over half a million people* 

We don’t have any hidden fees, expensive delivery charges 
or commission payments - just a great service, at great value 
for money enabling you to buy and sell locally. 

Contact us today to place your advert 

TELEPHONE - 01902 317878 
ON LINE - www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 
IN PERSON - At your local Express & Star office 


c 


•SOURCE: Jicreg 01.10 .2012. Private advertisers only. 


Buy Local, Sell Local ClassifiedAds 



Choose your show , price band* and how you want to travel 


Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £139." 

Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £149. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for 
shopping and sightseeing. For the Theatre Weekend with Dinner 
option see the matinee performance before heading to the hotel for 
an evening meal. The Saturday Night option includes a ticket for 
the show to see an evening performance. 

Both breaks include a theatre ticket and an overnight stay in a four- 
star outer London hotel with full English breakfast. 

Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and 
Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £159. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend 
break in the capital. There’s a choice of London hotels and your 
ticket is for a Saturday evening performance. 

Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs 
Saturday morning/early afternoon from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and 
sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £229." 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton 
on the Friday morning returning on the Sunday afternoon/early 
evening. Standard class travel is included with the option to 
upgrade. Plus two nights stay at a four-star London hotel of your 
choice (hotel supplements may apply). Includes a top priced ticket 
for a Friday evening performance. 

*The “from" price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 

Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies. 

Organised by Omega Events Ltd (ABTA Y590X) 


extraTi 

LONDON THEATRE 


For a theatre brochure or a list of our 
current breaks, please call the 
promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 




































































Run on 
doorstep 
for DK 
athletes 

ATHLETES from Dudley 
Kingswinford Running 
Club got competitive with 
the Stourbridge Stagger 
race. 

The race, a fraction 
more than 10 miles, starts 
and ends at Mary Steven’s 
Park. 

A bumper field of 425 
runners finished the race. 

Karl Welborn of Brat 
won in 1.04.52 and Mat¬ 
thew Harrold of War- 
ley Woods Pacers only a 
second behind took run¬ 
ner-up spot. 

Nick Hardy listed as 
Birchfield but running 
in a vest for the home 
club held on for 3rd in 
1.05.11 with Shaw Pye 
of Amazing Feet in 4th 
place in 1.05.11 and DK’s 
Ben Foster taking 5th in 
1.05.19. 

There was a significant 
number of blue hoops in 
attendance. 

Gary Bonner took 38th place 
in 1.17.02, Mark Gallimore 48th 
in 1.17.58, Lorna Hulme was 51st 
overall and third female prize in 
1.18.07 and Dave Norman in 53rd 
in 1.18.15.Pete Hood was 56th 
in 1.19.03, Paul Richards 63rd 
in 1.19.51, Kieran Pitt was 83rd 
in 1.22.06, Helen Tromans took 
105th place in 1.26.08, Paul Silk 
was 114th in 1,27,22, Dave Hick¬ 
man was 146th in 1.30.18, John 
Andrews was 200th in 1.35.41, 
Ann Law finished in 1.35.45 to 
take 201st place, Sally McCon- 
ville was 280th in 1.44.19, David 
Fennell was 317th in 1.48.49, 
Karen Doy was 332nd in 1.49.46, 
Liz Hettle was 334th in 1.49.58, 
Lisa Kendrick was 366th in 
1.56.12 and Preston Grundy 
stopped the clock in 2.10.34 to 
take 413th place. 


Golfer gets 
reward for 
hole in one 

IT’S time for a hole lot of 
celebration for a Wall Heath 
golfer when he scored a 
hole-in-one during a recent 
club competition. 

John Hartill, age 59, 
scored his ace with a five- 
iron on the 165-yard, par- 
three 17th at Enville GC, 
and the 13-handicapper was 
rewarded with member¬ 
ship of the exclusive BOSS 
Watches HI Club and a spe¬ 
cially-commissioned, com¬ 
memorative clock. 

The company has once 
again pledged to reward 
club golfers with an exclu¬ 
sive watch for every hole-in- 
one recorded during a club 
competition - and Harth- 
ill is among the latest to 
achieve the feat this year. 

No extra registration is 
required to participate. 


Lions squad rack up their first win 


Stafford 15 Lions 17 

IT has taken until the third game in the 
second half of the league season but the Li¬ 
ons have their first win. 

They did it by beating a Stafford side that 
was always going to be stronger at home. 

The Lions started with a bang, with at¬ 
tacks all the way to the Stafford linehow- 
ever, by the 20 minute mark, the Lions 
were 10 points down. 

Two isolated attacks resulted in tries, the 
first on 10 minutes when missed tackles al¬ 
lowed Stafford into the Lions 22 and then a 
missed tackle on the 10 allowed Stafford to 


Rugby 


score. Then 10 minutes later a similar pic¬ 
ture allowed another try for the home side. 

Eventually the Lions got back on top 
again and for the remainder of the half were 
in control. 

The forwards upped the pressure again 
and, with the backs involved in promising 
attacks Josh Trinham was put in to score. 

While the home side were waiting for fur¬ 
ther drives at the breakdown a clever chip 
over the top by Ben Trinham confused the 


defence and allowed his cousin Josh in for 
his second try which was converted by Sam 
Wilson. 

The remainder of the half was played in 
the home 22, with some fine backs combina¬ 
tions keeping up the pressure. 

Just when the pressure had swung in 
favour of the Lions, Stafford went back 
ahead in the first five minutes of the sec¬ 
ond half through a run by the home hooker 
. A missed conversion left the Lions 15-12 
down. 

Again the Lions dusted themselves down 
and drove at the heart of the home defence, 


eventually resulting in a try down the left 
for hooker Scotty Langdon. 

This effectively ended the scoring with 
almost 20 minutes left. 

The Lions 2nds lost to Stafford 2nds 5-15. 
Will Fallows getting their only try whilst 
the only game at Stourton Park produced 
a resounding 36-5 Merit table victory and 
bragging rights for the Lions 3rds over local 
rivals Dudley Kingswinford 4ths. 

Two tries each for Ben Perks and prop 
Neil Page, try and two conversions for Chris 
Turner; try and conversion for Nick Davies 
secured this memorable result. 


Fightback by Stour 
is fust not enough 


Otley 18 Stourbridge 12 

TURNING around a 13 point deficit, Stour put 
in a second half comeback that disappoint¬ 
ingly brought them only a losing bonus point. 

Camped out in Otley’s 22 for long stretches, Stour 
were ultimately unable to convert pressure into 
points, and the hosts were relieved to hear the final 
whistle. 


Otley kicked off with the 
wind advantage, Stour were 
caught offside early on and 
scrum half Steve Depledge 
struck with a penalty goal. 

The home side threw a 
lineout ball long, Depledge 
collected and ran flat, cen¬ 
tre Jack Mackie’s dummy 
run opened a gap through 
wrong-footed defenders and 
he took a simple pass to 
score under the posts. 

Otley moved further 
ahead with a penalty when a 
Stour tackier was penalised, 
but Stour hit back forcing a 
penalty in the scrum. 

Caolan Ryan’s fine touch 
kick set up an attacking 
platform in the Otley 22, the 
throw secured they drove a 
maul from which Harper 
emerged to power over from 
short range. 

Stour failed to clear from 
a lineout in their 22, Otley 
moved it right and were 
only held out by a last ditch 
tackle. 

They pressed the attack 
and finally worked the ball 
to winger Henry Roberts 
who shrugged off a defender 
to score in the corner. 

In the second half, prop 
Jack Spencer turned over an 
Otley attack and the Stour 
front row got to work, forc¬ 
ing another scrum penalty. 

An Otley defender was 
caught by a kick chase and 


Rugby 


a penalty secured for offside 
in the Otley 22. 

A penalty try from a 
scrum was awarded when 
Depledge prevented an in¬ 
evitable pushover by coming 
in at the side. 

A knock-on gifted posses¬ 
sion back to Otley, a run¬ 
ner broke through but was 
hauled down near the 22 
where Ciaran Moore’s steal 
enabled Ryan to clear. 

Stour’s intentions were 
obvious as Adam Sturdy 
replaced Brookes and Spen¬ 
cer moved to hooker, but 
Otley’s scrum held out and 
they drove Stour back to the 
22 . 

Harper broke to set up a 
protracted series of drives, 
Otley eventually conceding 
a penalty bang in front of 
their posts. 

Ryan launched another 
attack that drew a further 
penalty on the Otley 22. 

Stour opted to scrum 
again and advanced but had 
to move the ball as it threat¬ 
ened to wheel. 

Handley’s pass to Ryan 
went loose, Otley gathered 
and kicked clear, a fumble 
at the base gifting them 
possession with barely three 
minutes to go. 



Stour’s forwards look to secure the ball in the tackle area during the battle at opponents Otley 


Ballistic 
Gunners 
shoot 
up Villa 

Arsenal 5 Villa 0 

VILLA were sunk by a 
second-half spree that 
saw Arsenal close the gap 
on the Premier League 
top four. 

And while Villa’s goal 
drought continues, of 
equal concern for Paul 
Lambert will be the ease 
with which the Gunners 
ripped apart his team’s 
defence. 

Olivier Giroud put the 
Gunners ahead on eight 
minutes. 

Following an improved 
spell by Villa, whose last 
Premier League goal 
came against Manchester 
United on December 20, 
Ozil doubled Arsenal’s 
lead early in the second 
half with another well- 
taken breakaway finish. 

Theo Walcott scored his 
second in as many games 
to make it 3-0 on 63 min¬ 
utes, with Santi Cazorla 
adding a fourth from 
the penalty spot before 
full-back Hector Bellerin 
rolled in his first senior 
Arsenal goal in stoppage 
time. 

Villa, just three points 
above the relegation zone, 
made a double change as 
Scott Sinclairmade his 
debut, with Gabby Ag- 
bonlahor also coming on 
as Tom Cleverley and We- 
imann went off. 

In stoppage-time Bel¬ 
lerin stroked home a fifth 
from just outside the box. 
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Lingard is 
not on the 
agenda 

KENNY JACKETT has re¬ 
turned from a European 
scouting mission playing 
down talk of Jesse Lingard 
joining Wolves as he cooled 
on signing a left-sided play- 


Social media has been 
awash with talk that the 
Manchester United young¬ 
ster was joining Wolves on 
loan over the last week or 


But, with the transfer 
window now shut, head 
coach Jackett maintains 
there is no interest in the 
22-year-old. 

The Molineux gaffer has 
returned from two days on 
the continent with head of 
football development Kevin 
Thelwell admitting he prob¬ 
ably won’t pursue a loan op¬ 
tion to cover Bakary Sako. 



Call the Midwife - 



Visit the filming location of the hugely popular Call the Midwife TV series. 
At London’s Historic Dockyard, Chatham you will be greeted by a ‘midwife’ 
and taken on a guided tour of some of the locations featured in the series. 


Set in over 80 acres, there are museum 
galleries as well as various exhibitions and 
experiences to discover, together with three 
historic warships and the chance to to step 
aboard and experience over 100 years of life 
at sea. 

The trip also includes a visit to Canterbury, 
known as the jewel in Kent’s crown. Discover 
the famous cathedral, a beautifully preserved 
place of worship steeped in heritage and 
browse the super shops along the King’s 
Mile. The city is also home to Rupert the Bear 
in the Beaney House of Art and Knowledge. 


The series starring Miranda Hart, Pam 
Ferris and Jessica Raine to name a few, 
is set in the 1950s and follows the lives 
of the midwives and nuns in the nursing 
convent of Nonnatus House, as they 
bring life and hope into the desperately 
poor areas of London’s East End. 


Following the 90-minute tour of the 
Dockyard, bringing the series to life, 
there will be plenty of time to explore 
the rest of this remarkable location, 
which is one of the most important 
nautical heritage sites in Britain. 


as seen on TV 


Itoo days FROM £125 A 

Departing May 16, July 25, Oct 3 

Price includes: 

• Return coach travel offered from local pick-up points 
(Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall, Wolverhampton) 

• Overnight bed and breakfast accommodation 

• Visit to Canterbury 

• Visit with admission to London’s Historic Dockyard 

• Guided 90-minute Call the Midwife tour 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 

Certain entrance fees payable locally 

Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 
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For a brochure call the Promotions Team on (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm) 

Or go to WWW.expreSSandstar.com/starextratravel. Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions. 


Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the ESSATI SALE, the 
decision’s made so much easier 


Our top of the range electric 'remote controlled' insulated 
aluminium rolling garage door-operated by hand held 
'keyring' handset is currently reduced from a 
RRP of £2250 - to an amazing £699 inc VAT & fitting. 

NOW JUST £699! 

INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTIING 

EzmA 

Price includes: 

♦ Remote Control & keyring handset 

♦ Manual override for use in a power cut 
♦All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 

♦ Extremely secure auto-locking system 
♦White as standard, other colours available - as 

♦ Full 12 month warranty ♦Bottom rubber weatherseal 

♦ Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6" wide 

♦ Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 

CALL 01245 396910 

This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website does not include free fitting. 

To benefit from thi s offer you should call 01245 396910 

www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 
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SPORT 


First win 

Lions squad grab 
welcome victory 

Page 39 


Stour stumped 

Second half fight- 
back not enough 

Page 39 



Sports Desk 01902 319531 


email: Chronsport@expressandstar.co.uk 


Blow for 
Albion’s 
transfer 
scheme 

ALBION have suffered a 
double deadline-day disap¬ 
pointment as deals for Carl¬ 
ton Cole and Martin Olsson 
broke down - but Darren 
Fletcher signed on a free 
transfer from Manchester 
United. 

The Baggies had looked 
poised to announce a 
high-profile triple swoop 
for former Scotland captain 
Fletcher, West Ham striker 
Cole and Norwich full-back 
Olsson. 

But the Hammers pulled 
the plug on Cole’s move at 
the 11th hour with the vet¬ 
eran target man waiting at 
the Albion training ground 
after agreeing personal 
terms and passing a medi¬ 
cal. 

And Olsson’s proposed 
move from Norwich was 
not completed after late 
hitches, with Graham Dor- 
rans’ move in the opposite 
direction also called off. 

Fletcher was the only 
deadline-day arrival, leaving 
boss Tony Pulis inevitably 
disappointed after making a 
striker his No.l priority. 

The head coach called off 
record signing Brown Id- 
eye’s proposed move to Al- 
Gharafa in Qatar after the 
collapse of the Cole deal. 

Fletcher made a late- 
night dash from Manches¬ 
ter to the Baggies’ Great 
Barr training ground after 
agreeing to end his long as¬ 
sociation with Old Trafford. 

Sako's raring 
to go, Jackett 

WOLVES boss Kenny 
Jackett claims key winger 
Bakary Sako is ready to hit 
the ground running when 
he returns to Championship 
action on Saturday. 

Sako is in line to make 
his comeback at home to 
Reading after missing four 
Wolves games while on Af¬ 
rican Cup of Nations duty 
with Mali. 

And Jackett believes his 
joint seven-goal leading 
goalscorer can have a “big 
finish” to the season. 

“I think he’ll come back 
well because from his final 
game last Wednesday to 
Reading on Saturday is long 
enough to get over any nig¬ 
gles he’s had,” said Jackett. 

“Travelling isn’t going to 
be a problem because he’s 
had a bit of a break. 

“But we’ve given him a 
few days off to freshen him 
up for a big finish to the sea¬ 
son.He’s looking forward to 
coming back.” 


Summers setting sights on shot at title 


TIPTON’S Ricky Summers is pinning 
his hopes on a shot at the Midlands light 
heavyweight title with Oily Newham in the 
summer, writes Craig Birch. 

Summers starts his 2015 schedule with 
a six-rounder against Mitch Mitchell at 
Wolverhamppton Civic Hall on Valentine’s 
Night, live on BoxNation. 

And the 27-year-old is thinking big for 
after he tackles Mitchell on Saturday Feb¬ 
ruary 14, an opponent that has been lined 
up three times only for each contest to fall 
through. 

Promoter Paul ‘PJ’ Rowson is bringing 


Boxing 


boxing back to the Civic in June and tried to 
get Summers a shot at the area belt, vacant 
since 2008, last September. 

Newham was considered the best option 
of slim pickings available at regional level, 
but hasn’t boxed himself in 16 months. He’s 
undefeated and untroubled after six profes¬ 
sional contests. 

It’s a match Summers is well up for, 
having claimed the International Masters 
title instead at Dudley’s the Venue with an 


eighth round stoppage of Kiril Psonko. 

He said: “I want to show people what I 
am about, keep busy this year and get a big 
title under my belt. The Midlands is still the 
one that I want. 

“I had Oily Newham in mind for that, but 
we couldn’t get it passed as he’s not boxed 
in over a year, so he’s looking to get out 
again soon. 

“It’s a funny weight, light heavy, and I 
could see me easily getting into the British 
top 10 if I can get this fight on and, ulti¬ 
mately, get the belt. 

“I don’t really see anybody as a big threat 


and, as far as I am concerned, I would take 
on whoever with a good training camp be¬ 
hind me.” 

Summers would love to have a ‘row’ with 
Mitchel when the two finally lock horns, 
over a year after they were first due to col¬ 
lide.” 

‘Digga’ still insists he only knows the 
basics about his rival, despite their long 
collision course, as he’s only focused on his 
own game. 

For more information and tickets, call the 
Civic box office on 0870 320 7000 or pro¬ 
moter Paul ‘PJ’ Rowson on 07976 283 157. 


GLASSB0YS KEEP 
PLAY-OFF HOPES 


Evo-Stik League Northern Premier Division 
Stourbridge 1 Matlock Town 0 

STOURBRIDGE kept their hopes of 
reaching the play-off zone with a sec¬ 
ond-half winner from Drew Canavan. 

Luke Benbow put two early half-chances 
wide for much-changed Stourbridge and Jor¬ 
dan Fitzpatrick saw a great chance saved. 


Matlock goalkeeper Jon 
Kennedy saved the shot 
when Fitzpatrick was clear 
on goal. 

The struggling visitors, 
already on their third man¬ 
ager of a turbulent season, 
gradually found their feet 
and captain Danny Holland 
hooked just wide after 36 
minutes. 

Otherwise, there were few 
goal-scoring opportunities 
being created to keep the 
crowd warm in a disappoint¬ 
ing first period of the game. 

Chopped 

The game came to life 
in the 52nd minute when 
Canavan curled home a di¬ 
rect free kick after lively 
Brian Smikle was chopped 
down by Niall McManus 
on the edge of the penalty 
area - although the kick ap¬ 
peared to have been taken 
a few yards back from the 
incident. 

A glancing header from 
Leon Broadhurst was then 
cleared off the Matlock line 
and another Canavan shot 
was pushed away by Ken¬ 
nedy. 

From there on, Stour¬ 
bridge were largely content 
to soak up pressure and look 
to hit Matlock on the break 
through Benbow and Mor- 
gan-Parker. 

Dean Coleman was forced 


Football 


into a fine save to deny 
Jamie McDonagh on 65 min¬ 
utes, with Holland only able 
to find the side-netting with 
his follow-up effort, whilst 
the Stourbridge keeper 
was perhaps fortunate that 
Liam Needham couldn’t get 
a firmer touch on his header 
12 minutes from allowing 
Coleman to save more com¬ 
fortably than might other¬ 
wise have been the case. 

The Glassboys held firm 
as the Gladiators applied 
some late pressure. 

In the final minute Stour¬ 
bridge substitute Sam Tye’s 
effort was blocked and Cole¬ 
man kept out a stoppage 
time shot from Matlock’s 
Holland. 

Stourbridge: Coleman; 
Smikle, Quaynor, Williams, 
Hales (Morgan-Parker 36), 
Brown, Connolly, Broad¬ 
hurst (c), Benbow, Canavan, 
Fitzpatrick (Tye 81). 

Unused Subs: Hill, Kal- 
enda, Kenny. 

Matlock Town: Ken¬ 
nedy; Harcourt (Yates 87), 
Radford, Meade (Maxfield 
70), Sabo, Banton, Mc¬ 
Manus (McDonough 58), 
Needham, Gregory, Holland 
(c), Khan. Unused Subs: 
Stokes, Black. 


Whiley celebrates second open doubles title 



Jordanne Whiley with doubles partner Yui Kamiji after winning the Australian Open 


BRITAIN’S Jordanne Whiley and 
Japan’s Yui Kamiji claimed their sec¬ 
ond Australian Open women’s dou¬ 
bles wheelchair tennis title and their 
fifth successive Grand Slam crown 
on Friday at Melbourne Park after 
defeating second seeds Jiske Griffio- 
en and Aniek van Koot 4-6, 6-4, 7-5. 

Meanwhile, fellow Brit Gordon 
Reid finished runner-up in the men’s 
doubles partnering Argentina’s Gus¬ 
tavo Fernandez. 


Whiley and Kamiji fought back 
from 2-0 down in the opening set to 
draw level with the Dutch pairing, 
but they couldn’t fully retrieve a sec¬ 
ond break as Griffioen and van Koot 
took the opener. 

However, Whiley and Kamiji broke 
a sequence of service holds at the end 
of the second set to take it 6-4 and 
force a tense decider in which they 
bounced back from 3-1 down to even¬ 
tually edge ahead 6-5, before break¬ 


ing the Dutch serve one last time in 
a tense finale. 

Victory in Melbourne came in 
three hours and 21 minutes and 
means that Whiley and Kamiji’s am¬ 
bitions to secure a second successive 
calendar year Grand Slam remain 
intact as they now focus on Roland 
Garros in June. 

“I’m really delighted to win such 
a tough match, Jiske and Aniek gave 
us a great game.” 


Outcast 
Johnson 
has gone 

WOLVES have finally said 
goodbye to outcast Roger 
Johnson after cancelling the 
defender’s contract follow¬ 
ing 18 months in first-team 
exile. 

The club announced in 
a statement that the £4m 
signing had departed Mo- 
lineux by mutual consent. 

And striker Leon Clarke 
also headed out of the club, 
joining Wigan on loan for 
the rest of the season. 

Johnson, who arrived at 
Wolves from Birmingham in 
2011, made 72 appearances 
but had been on the trans¬ 
fer list since the summer of 
2013 after he had played a 
part in back-to-back relega¬ 
tions that took the Molineux 
club from the Premier 
League to League One. 

He had remained out of 
the first-team picture since 
despite being one of Wolves 
highest earners with his 
only first-team action com¬ 
ing on loan at Sheffield 
Wednesday and West Ham. 

A club statement said: 
“Wolves would like to wish 
the defender good luck for 
the future.” 

But boss Kenny Jackett is 
happy with his options with 
the loan window available to 
the Wolves boss from next 
week. 

Lambert turns 
back on Villa 

VILLA’S late move for 
Rickie Lambert on transfer 
deadline day failed because 
the life-long Liverpool fan 
was unwilling to leave An- 
field. 

The England frontman 
was recruited in the sum¬ 
mer by Reds boss Brendan 
Rodgers, but decided the 
switch to Villa, at a reported 
£5m was not for him. 
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Domino’s 


Stourbridge Industrial Estate, 

Mill Race Lane, Stourbridge DY81JN 


01384 374666 


Opening Hours: Sun-Thurs 11.30 am-11 pm, 
Fri-Sat 11.30 am-12 midnight 

Not valid with any other offer. Expiry date: 12/04/15 


^ COLLECTION 

tfa, WEEKDAY 

^SAVER cW 

| SECOND PIZZA 

^ONLINE^ 

^FAMILY^W 

Personal Small Medium Large 1 

£3.99 £S.99f7,99(9.99 

Collection only. Pizza from the menu or create your own up to 4 toppings. : 
Premium bases and crusts charged as extra 

Medium Large 

: PIZZA + GARLIC PIZZA aj j aaaja aa 
! BREAD + COLESLAW tlliUgtl 

: Mon-Thurs only. Pizza from the menu or create your own up to 4 toppings. 
Premium bases and crusts charged as extra 

i ANY CLASSIC CRUST Small £12.991 

1 PIZZA* +1 SUMPTUOUS Medium £15.99 ! 
1 SIDE +1 ANY SIDE Large£17.99; 

: Pizza from the menu or create your own up to 4 toppings. : 

Premium bases and crusts charged as extra. 

: Any side excludes combos and 14/21 chicken portions : 

IBUY ONE PIZZA* £E Af 
! GET A 2ND FOR fcw.UU 

: Pizza from the menu or create your own up to 4 toppings. 

Premium bases and crusts charged as extra. 

: Second pizza must be of equal or lesser value than the first 

L 000/ WHEN YOU SPEND £30 1 
OO /O OR MORE ONLINE AT : 
1 flEE WWW.D0MIN0S.C0.UK ; 

:: Uir CODE: TTKSTVSN : 

Discount applies at regular menu price. 

Excludes ice creams and 14/21 chicken portions 

1 A Nf 2 pizzas* Medium Large 

: + GARLIC PIZZA BREAD mu aa aiij aa 
; f POTATO WEDGES Ml QQMAQQ 
: + BOTTLE OF DRINK MliWSWiW 

: Pizza from the menu or create your own up to 4 toppings. 

Premium bases and crusts charged as extra 






































